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I Imi reply t« lit' Jlmi«h*s statement In i^ieh he 

r 

predadas a <aay et o«lel>ra^«a af the Cengress Mnistrleg 
resSfnatlens, Is fiven by Maul ana 4ktl Kalam Aaad in a statement 
laaued at Calcutta m Becembez' 12, evening, 

“Fer vhe last twe years I have persistently ti^d to 
have che mutual differences of the Congress and the Muslim League 
removed,*’ aaiax says the Maul ana, “In this endeavour I have 
left no stone unturned. I firmly believe that in order to attain 
the national objective, ali attempts of the liMe nature should 

jr 

be persisted in with the f’jlliJift honestly of purpose and sincerity 
of action, But I have t© say with the deepest regret that when¬ 
ever the Congress ©pens the door Sor negetiatiens and mutual 
imder standing, anr/:her hand appears all of a sudden from the ©ppo, 
site direction which wants t® dose it at the crucial rawaent, 

T^is hand is that of none else than the president of the Muslim 

t " 

League--Mr, Moharaed 4li Jinnah,** ■ 

I 

affiTsi'iaiT sxA-iEHaD 

proceeding to exaiiiine Mr, Jinnah* s statement, Maula^ia 

4- 

4zad says that it contains a suggestion "wliich no Muslim paving an 
iota of self-respecting consciousness of his political existence 
could ever give to his co-religisnists.” The Maul ana remarks that 
in sight provinces -he Congress Ministries were working with 
Tull authority and with .he fxill confidence of the legislatures, 

Me Viceroy and Governors and even members sf the husHa League 

t 

fere reluctant that they sh©;ad resign. Ye t at the call of duty, 
ihe ]l?iinl3trias resigned unhesitatingly, 

«ihd now, when the Congress has givai up ohe Government 
f 'Me eight provinces of its own choice and free will, what 
dvice ha« the League president to offer to l^islims @f 
t is this>*-that they should march towards the mosques aalH 
sdi thaiSik .fied on thsxi . "Skiverance from the Ciopgress Ministries 
jpii have preferred duty to pewer and have r 


id not ealv 




on the ef Isnt fer the ri^ts of all 

the doi4n*tred^eh peejples ®£ the Best* 

immMsL 

**It is aifficult foijne even t© imagine that any 
group of Jto^ims, however mudi at loggerheads with the 
Cesngress, would tolerate to he presah'ced to the world in such 
colcRirs* The Jfeislims have a full right to make whatever kind 
of struggle they deem fit in the cause OT their righh^i^d 
interests. But this is their internal dispute* They ^ould 
under n© circumstances take ^ny step vhlch can possibly be 
used against the fr-eed<aa of India. Ine present attitude of 

, . ^ l> 

Mr* Jinnan is leadit"^ them towards this unfortunate j^#sition»w 

\ DSGiiaOinG PICTUK3 

Maul ana 4zad then deals with Mr, Jinnah* s s'Catement 
about the ‘'atrocities of che Congress Ministries.** “If we 
admit for the time being that the picture wiich Mr, Jinnah 
has presented is correct, let us consider wha^ conclusion can 
be derived frem it, The conclU 5 ioi]l|.s patently obvious. The 
Governments of uhe eight provinces have been decidedly anti- 
Hu slim. They have been interfering with the religion 5 gid 
social life of iiussalwans. They continued to destroy their 
culture. They trampled down their economic and political 
rights, and all this havoc was caused not only for a few 
days: it continued for two and a :alf years. What action 
then did the SO millions of the Muslims of India take un^ief' 
sucli impossible circumstances? Only j-iis, 'cnat they w^ted 
for 30 long months in the hops of - le resignations of the 
Congress 14inisi;ries by their own. choice and free will. V^ien 
this dream of theirs came true, they began to pour out their 
hearts to the Almighty in a spirit of thaoiesgiving, and began 
t® preclaim to the world, like the children of Israel, that 
after alUfe their day ©f deliverance had c©me* Wiat an 

t'v 

honourable picture of the Musliffis ef India Mr* Jinnah wants t© 
pai_i^ before | is impossibil^ -for me as a - 

-a mepeatt' a defs*adi<ug^ pictAk#-- 




“ >J* 1,^ 






The HiS^aQA ofiCtcluded* higr# ©ftea dedared before, 
and I d® the same again, with all possible sense of responsibilj 
tj that all these accusations against the Congress Ministries 
are absolutely baseless* It is a mountain of falsehood to say 

■9 

that the policy of the Congress Ministries was “decidedly anti-* 
Muslim" and that they have been •trarapling down the religious, 
political, and economic rights of the Mussalmans** It is the 

" .St 

dut^ of Mr, Jlnnah or anyone who chooses to advance such 
allegations, to prove taeia by any method commonly prevailing in 
the world, and if he is unable to do SOj B^3 ry sensible man 
should expect him at Isast to keep restraint on his language 
and pen*** 


( The Hindustan Times, Dec, 13, 3^39 ) 
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1X9 SISKM. 

li. im Qi sminomM ui uormm^ 

"Jiiture historians will ha:7e to write that there can 
he no better exaaple of political blunder than one shown by 
British statesiaen in rejecting the old Poona offer and other 
offers made by the Congress from time to tine to give their 
idiole-hearted support for a successful prosecution of the 
war* !I!he Congress wanted India to be a self-respecting and 
equa^artner with the British Covemment*" Thus observed 
Maulana Abul Kalam Asad addressing a public meeting held 
dsi^^idienfiomirhg at Hew Belhi on Jan, 1, 

The Congress President also explained the significanc 
of the individual satyagraha movement, and said that the Congr 
wanted to show that the war was declared without the consent 
of the people of India and even members of the Central 
Legislature which was "Sovemment’s own creation,” The 
Briti^ Government, he said, should change their attitude 
towards Imdians, 

Maulana Azad replied to the critics who condemned the 
Congress of hawing accepted office for capturing power, and 
cru^ing political opponents. Had that been so, the ^Maulana 

said, the Congress Working Committee would not have an half-an^ 

A 

hour's time decided to withdraw Ministries from the 8 provincei 
out of li after the outbreak of the war. 



( The imrita Bazar Patrika, January 3, 1941 ) 








Haajla&a Xalasi Isad, Congress Presidi^nt, was 

• 

arrested at the Allahabad Janetion rallwe^ station tkto t]ia> 
aaait fc i g morning at about 5-15 cm January aiiile he was 

on the way;from Ifelhi to Calcutta. 

Maulana Asad was arrested by Mr. 3. M. Aga, the 
City Jfeputy Superintendent of' Police, Allahabad, on a warrant 
Issued from Allahabad under Section 38 of the Defence of India 
Buies. ^ has been taicen to the Naini Central Jail. 

The arrest, it is believed has been made in ccmnection 
with a speech delivered by Maulana Azad in Purshottam Das 
Park on Cecember 13. The warrant, it is learnt, was issued on 
December 29. 


( The Afflrlta Basar Patrika, January 4, 1941 ) 






sraus ws? ii7fo oofsassa ounDmuNa* 


» file Oojigrdss wiiX always welcome Mr, dubhas * 
Ohandra Bose to bome to the Congresa fold, provided he 
regrets his paart activities in respect of the breach of the 

s 

Congress discipline,** observed Msulana Abul Salsm Azad, 
Congress President prior to his leaving for Anahabad at 
Hew Pelhi on January 3^ iaes .1^^swapiiag> 

Maulana Asad addedt All members of the forward 
Bloc and other parties who wanted to offer satyagraha woiild 
be required to comply with the Congress discipline and the 
conditions laid down by ^andhiji, 

fiegarding the frontier Province and Calcutta irtiere 
Sovemment did not arrest satyagrahis Maulana Azad stated 
that from January 6 arrangements would be made throughout 
the frontier Province^ and different parts of Calcutta to 
hold meetings where the Congress stand would he explained to 
the public. 


( The Amrita Bazar Patrika, January 4, 1941 ) 
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UMJL^A mD 

Hat0.5!?m Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
was releasod at Hilahabad. on Dec. 4, 3941, aifternoon at 
4.30 P.M. 


THIBUTS TO RL“SS1A. 


4 warn tribute to the heroic fichi: put by Russia 
against the :^zls was paid by llaulana k,ii» Asad, the 
Congress President, In Bie course of conversation. he 


said that Hitler see £ri0O to be detertu.-‘ied ?n g 
Loscow even a' tne cost of a few rrver.'os in 


etti.ig 
she so’ith, 


and added,*' But these 


re not the days of ICapolson**. 


( The 4nrlta hazar Patrika, pecenbor 6, 1941 ) 




OQi^&BESo POLICr 


HO PQSSIBILi:! OF 


In an interview with the Associa'.sti Press on 
Sunday evening, the Congress President Hand ana Abul 
KaXaia saidj- 

**How that we utall the aenbers of the Working 
Comrlttee are cv.t of rrisen, it is natural that i-se will 
aeet on sorae occasions to eidiange 00 * views. I have, 
therefore, in consultation with kaliatBa Gandhi called a 
meeting of the Comittee at Sardcli -.n 'Decer.ber 23, 

In th^eantiae, it sesus lUieccssarv to say anything about 
the present situation, fne roper place for giving 
expression to cia* views woulv^a the nieeti..g|'a hie deliberat¬ 
ions woiold ca.^ before dne country at proper time.” 

In voply to a question viiecher in the existing 
circumstances any diaiige in the policy 'he Congress could 
bs expected, t .10 Ila'ilana saidj "'fhere Is no domga in 
our poll deal creed, If the circua stances chsi'^ge, snc’ild 
certai-'ily cnan^e rr'T attitude. Dir has anj- change cone 
over hi a cir cm stances? The last meeting of the Congress 
^/orldng Ooiv.dttee was neld In Cctolor, 1940. Ifew itis 
meeting again fully after fifteen ..cnhis* During this 
interval not a single incident reflects -he slightest clisnga 
in the a tirice of die British Govern;'ent. Under these 
circdistances I am finable to visualise 0 cha.ge before 


II 

iuw e 


( Ihe imrita Baser Patrika, December Id, 1941 ) 
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CT" GRBSS ^'TITUD:^ TC 
II. kUD 3:C“LAI’3 rARDCLI DJCISr."'' 3 

•’Before proceed! .g to Sardcli bo a^^tieiid thfe 
seeting of t^e Congress .»’crkLng Comrlttee I hoc’ aaid in a 
speech in Bombay that nothi>ig had nappenDd during the last 
fciri.ean months tc varrant a oian-ge in e attitude of ohe 
Congress vis-a-vis the present war; aft^r che col elusion 
of tne deliberations of die Co^r'ittee 1 must repeat 

•as same thi'.g,» said liaulana Ai»il halan* Azad, rne President 
of the Indian atio lal Conrress at r Press Ccri'ereece 


at '-^onba:/ on 

Ian. 2, 1912, 



?he 

Cormress Preside:- • 

■,'? 3 

exol ^i-r' 

arri^^ed at t 

le .. ardol.i ..eeting 

jCk 

■e Cfc-.gr 

Gcni;ir voe. 




llio 

Cengres s Preslue.it 


■.2d, rh'^ 

i".solatiOil . 

.a'-U'Od h;’ .'U V/orking 

1 

1: ::>? 3 


1 ./- 3'^^ 


exactlp wne c ib ’■.-as 'n Soptenh-r l?d:C e;:ce t for tie fact 
t'lat it roliev-~d hahatna Ga-.dlai cf re seen sit Hit;/ of leading 


the Satyagra'n r- ve.isns on be-'alf 'f 


■■'S Congress. T:->e 


Bombay resolunicn ’;si given him f’.;ll •g^i-ne'rs for tne conduct 
:f t’le 3atya; raha revj ?.zz But a'* Bsrdoli ’''S e-rpressed nis 
wish to be r/lioved f re 3 pc-''. 3 ibi’t tn s was dene. 

\» Jr X k O t -L ^ ^ ^ ^ § 

fhe Congress president 8(3-: ec: 

•'Tne fact that rwo resolutions, a.'.’ely, one relating 
to non-violence and, i.he c>ther abr.i she attitude of ihe 
Oengress in regard to rhe pcliticol si'v'RrJ on ca*:e 
sir.iultaneorsi,'" beforo^he public had piver rice to so^'ie rdsund- 
erstanding, I want tc clear this, 

•’Before proceeding to Bardcli, I had not rhe^east 
idea that once again the question of violence and iicn-violence 
v/o'ifLd come before us» this question was raised by some 
friends but I did not like it as in my opinion rhere was 
no scope for raising tils question at ail. But I was very 





much surprised to find that vhen Gandhiji first addressed 


Ghs meeting of the Working Committee, is raised the ouesticn 
and said, that ohe speech I made in Bombay and the short 
statement that I issued on my release from c'ail went against 
the spirit of ihe resolution '^assed by -he A.I.C.C. at Bombsy 
In September 1840. You might r9r:3t:ber that I had emphasised 
tiie fact that it was the attitude of tne British Government 
whidi was responsible for Q->xr decision sboot line war and 


■unless slie ci'iaLiged no question of 
Gandhiji tho.ight tha-- this not 


Change cat.® befor 
in iiiip \c.th the 


^as. 


iO'mbay 


•ro solution, 

He a 

: ehru to the 
of tne Bomba:,'' 
ohe Bcnbai’- re 
■chat it wr'.u" 0 


Iso felt Giat :ni state.,u,.. r-iven by Pandit 
'’hews C'cronicle” v/as also syeinst toe sioirit 
resolution. It was quite deal' to me that in 
solution the Congress had tolen up the position 
Oiot pvarticipatei in this war, because of 


. •''litical considerations. It was hot bocause of pon-violence, 
.uoiA^ever, tne interpr'.station new --ut 'by Gandh .ji took us 
back to the sa'.jc controversy w.iicli was roised on June 3, 


1940 at '■vhrdiia* I told Gandhiji 'that I 
time shat: th^i:•'ombay resolution wasVeing 
ma;''inar to --’S. ^ 


felt it was tne first 
interpreted in that 


'’■iiien I invited every member of 
to express his opinicn. Last time ntiein 
discussed at './ardha there v/as a section 


the "./orking Cor-uhetee 
this question was 
in the Working 


Committee vfic were ready 


to go whole hoy with Gandliiji, 


I 


invited uhese friends to -•x-pre-T their opinions first. They 
all said apart from tlie question of violence or non-violence 
the Bombay resolution was based cn political gro^unds only. 
There was only one nember out of the 14 vcio ^,^fere present, 
held a differen-G view. The Bombay resolution was s'tudied 
again and Gandhiji admitted that it copula bear the inter¬ 
pretation that was being put on it. On the next day, Gandhiji 

O ^ ' n 

wrote a letter t© me inhe said that he had committed a 
mistake In interpreting the Bombay re-solution differsntly 




"be that he should bs relieved cf the responsibility of 
leading the aovenierit. 

DIPFICOLT SITMlOr. 

The Ctemittee v;ae faced with a very difficult 
situation, ' Hone of us was prepared to hear this from Gandhi- 
ji, Efforts to persuade Gandhiji net to give up the steward¬ 
ship of the Congress proved of no avail, --he discussions 
were suspended for three days. I was asLred in company 
".■nth Jawaharlal to see Gandhi ii try to find a v^ay out. 
Both of us tried cur best, -huo we fc 'nd that Gandhiji would 
net budge ant^ie stood like a r'-dz on ^ir decision. Gandhi^i 
said that for h-iri it v/as no neve a p’iestion of meeting them 

or finding a fornrula on vjnich t e;;' could agree. The 

/ip 


olf way 


question befc’e him was whether wo v/ex e .repared to ta!-:^u 
tne position ..hat the Congress •'••■oulc not t.articipate in the 
present war or. Pie ground of non-violence alo;ie. 

We fcv-nn ou.cs'-lves maid e to go so far despite our 
vphiost desire -o do so. It is quite possible t.iat Congress 
ixay not find a way, when it v/oi,ild be possible for the Congress 
to participate in the war or to coo-.e ao •' settlement vd.th 
the British Gover;ii;:ent; but in political life it is never 
possible to arrive at decisions beferehmei or to close all 
door." f-or all ti:-.9. In these circm-istances, there is no other 
way befor^is but to bow before C-aiclhi.ji* c decision. Conseq¬ 
uently, hi addressed thefletter Co ?:e vr.'h ch /was 'olaced before 

’ I / ■ 

■’•he Committee and tne Commiittee Ived nt the decision ahlch 
is nox^;- before^he country. 

lyi piihTs OF Bcic^ :ii30Lii:iciJ. 

•‘There were tv/o parts of t- e Bombay resolution. In 
one of them, vie had declared that it was not possible for 
the Congress to particl'cate in the war. In the other x^e 
had requested Gandhiji and had authorised him to launch 
Civil Disobedience on behalf of the Congress. Kow after 
Gandhiji*s decision, the’Satyagrahp movement is naturally 

















tij#li»yOi^rft»s''.iaw tiigt,.;^ji!^^;t«, ®.<i3e.^.,t82;^%a ^-a ,%|S$;'' '■ -S 

]a$i9^ai&^i'li|[,> 1^a4^r■ aapa-tsi-tiy ®^.. ■ «J«4 - ■; r'? ■■ 

aat^fniULT aafib^&r.v@^4 p 3 *«* 9 e.'tha .C^fxaaa Aqa^:.=^;luiai't 0 ' V^ 
i»e miii^sLQ&. sacQ9^ ■ 

'; . .. 'I BBist howavar msk& It cfLaar that airaa'lf 
had n«t raised thla .qaesticsQ of non-vlolanoe at thlCr 
iupictura, the main ..resolution vould have teen the saBiS '^ 

'‘' ' ■ ' Sv'^ 

note-^edfreetith^/^'^^zik that the' 
Tt^eelnt^ vas Influfiaa^^ by Gandhiji*-s ;.v,; 
present decision. As a matter ef fact^ It was at Gandhl^i*# 
that a Sub'^commltte® cehsisting of four members^ 
besides me^ drafted the^iain re^lutieai, !^ese members were . 
3ab» Eajendra Prasad, Pandit Jaw^arlad.. Hehru, Mr, C, 
Ba^gopalachari and pandit Govind Villabh Pant. It is 
oortooa knowledge that the five members bf the Committee hold 
different views on several issues. But the fact that 
ultimately tiey c©\ild come to the dedsibn which is now , , - 

before the country shows lonanlmity of opinion in the ' ’. ipr 

•Iferking Gbasaittee on the particular issue.* 

NSXP SUSP, 

' V " N. 

what "would be the next step of the 
J^&groGS said that It was difficult to predict 

«^at the Congress would do. One thing vas very de^ and 
WAS that the position of the Congress regarding< the pre^^fi^ 
VAF rttaained undianged, . ■‘-’7 ,:. 

■'. ' »fti.ether the ORngress Keabers-of'-t^e 

^ petB^tted tp.. attend; 








^ >N -f > •■J , . im 


'•' ' I '■ V ■ ■ ■ •!*!( 


A.^ r . . . ,^'V- ^ . f- ^ if, •• . i 


^^*-1 







W,K-. J ' "V** I I? ■''■ 





,;v 


ii was aeaiiiEifle«s'teo. “lIswsveT, tlxsTe was no h-arfl 
'iibd 'fast rule and if ever it was 'O^sidered' ‘^i^sssKif, ^ 
'allow s^i|^4rs"'^':^ttlte{| -fefee -4ss^¥l3??^ 't!i©y nl^% T&O'''Slloiif^ 

. -i ^ ^ ■: > . 

%i'tfe'fegard-to ^tlse-partid-patlon of Congros^sn 
in.A,g.F* work, the Kaailajm said thatfar as accepting 
theaemher^ip on the C@BiBittees was ooncerned, CJoagress 
lasers -i^ne not allowed to accept it. But it was thettic.. 
duty 3tof Cbngresanan to do all to save life and property 
in any eventuality. But he made it dear that Ocaigresssi^ 
were not to come into conflict with th^uthorlties in 
the A, R. P» work. 


( The Aarlta Bazar Patrika, January 4> 1942 ) 





KO yiTHUSiWifi* OP LBAimSIilP. 

U&O ON BlilDOLI HBSOOTION. 

<* 

The Congress president, Maulana JJduI Kalasi Azad has 
issued the follovdng statement on the Bardoli Resolution of 
the Working Osumiittee vis-a-vis Mahatma Gandhlji»s attitudej- 
”If there is any man in this country, or outside, 
vho has interpreted the Bardoli Resolution in the sense^that 
Mahatma Gandhi has wiflhdravn from the Congress leader^ip, X 
would say that ha knows nothing abort Gandhiji, or about the 
Congress. Neither Gandhiji can withdraw from thejleader^iip 
of the Congress nor it is possible for t.ie Congress to 
rej.-.ain without his guidance. The simple meaning of the Bardo^j 
Resolution Is that Gandhinow does not want to carry on 
Satyagraha on benalf of the Congress, He wants to carry on 
Satyagraha against all V7ars on Ghe grou.rc of non-violence 
only, and o:ily vdth ohose Congressmen whom he finds to be 
well up to his standard. 

LI? 3 INDIA. 


’»4nd after all, -^vhat is tne Indian National Congress 

I 

of today? Wnat is thesnational life of India, vhich has 

i 

developed wibh such an amazing speed during the last 22 years? 
It is nothing but an outcome of ‘cne creative genius of 


Gandhiji. He alone is the author of all the chapters >^idi 

» 

the national life of India is preparing for the future 
historian of cne world, Svery tune that rises from the 
stringe of our national life is the creation of his finger 
toudi,. How can it be possible for him to leave the Congressj 
how can the Congress even think of it 7 

**Th8 world requires some illustrations In order to 
\mderstand our relation, but the difficulty is that no 
illustration can be given in this respect* Like all his other 
Characteristics, Oandhi;|i is matc^xLess in this respect also. . 
Jf he finds you c®n follow him wit±i flail conviction according 


no. other legd«r ef ,,'p" 

■' thJborld ■e«fl3U. ,.IfNh© f /v 





stop] tut swln sudi a situation he wtH treat jm in a 
lanner iMch you camiot expect from any other leader ©f the 
world# 

lx. 

•*1011 Tidll not see even the faintest shadow of 

complaint or bitterness# He will sisply'admit the differences, 

and in spite of them he will treat 3/ou In the same nfanner as 

lie used to |^l|before, 3 ven in the matter in \diich you differ 

from him, he will give you every Idnd of g-oidance ishich 

you expect from him. What happened at fardoli? He differed 

from us in a particular matter. But aro so mnah accus-- 

tomed to tal^e his guidance, and he too is so much accustomed 

to give it to s, that in sdte of^K difference there was 

) 

nothing that v.^i'Uld rsflect the alightesj X cliange in our 
attitude. TIis Working Committee remained looking towards aim 
for guidance every Latter, and he continued advising it in 
every natter, as us’al* -elied <;n hin even in the matter 
1:1 ihich VO led oinerea, I requested hh;i to arait that 
very resolution which the Coimrittee had to adopt about his 
decision, he readily acceded to it, and the draft was ready 
thAiext morning. We o:ily added a few lives to it, in which we 
have assured :iim mat our position regarding non-violence 
remains the s ne as we had accepted in the Bombay Resolution.** 


( The Unrita Bazar Patrika, Janusay 10 , ) 




taDlfGas-ss.posmoM moiiifQSD icMJLMa mmssEst'^i.Q^c^ 

Kanlana AtJiil iKalasgi Azad, the Congress Presldmt, 
addressing the ggaejctaig 4.1,0.0. meeting at Wardha on Jan. 35, 
3942, before Mahatma Gandhi said, ”There can be no change in 
the attitude of the Cbngress towards the war and participation 
in war te long as the attitude of the British Government 
remained ’inhnanged. The British Government has done nothing 
T^^ich wo lid invite us to consider our position, 

A2AB lilXPLAl S. 


The Cong re s"; President Ma’il.-^na Abul Kalam Azad, 
in the course of his speech, comprehensively reviewed the 
political events during the last sixteen months. After 
referring to ohe Bardoli resolution Koulana Azad said, ‘►You 
are jiov; exactly v.»iiere you stood sixteen months ago. You have 
not l^udged an inch forward, nothing has happened that would 
make us change our attitude, ¥e do want a change and we 
do want to obtain the control of the Government of our country 
irrespective whether there is war or peace. At bardoli we tool 
stock of what had happened during the last sixteen months 
and also laad to consider what sho :lcl be cu.r next step. The 
resolution is befor^/ou, I am sure that every one of you 

, i 

Kill agree \jitli4 tie Working Comraittee that there is no 
necessity yet to make any diange in the attitu.de of the 
Congress so far as v/ar is concerned-our position is one of 
non-participation and non-cooperation in v;ar efforts. 

That was the position in 1940 and that remains 


the position today. The Briti^ Government have not done 
anything that would invite us to reconsider our position.” 

HIS DIFFISaMCS WITil GCIHIJI 


Maul ana Azad then explained the difference in outlAok 
between himself and Mahatma Gandhi* Mahatma Gandhi had a 
idssien in life'nht only for India But for the whole wrld* 


lie declared thatae would not h^e Independence 


®f‘' war -a^d ‘ on; ccndi Mon 
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that t:i6 eoimtry toroid suipi^tt war, *^feat is not th.© 
position with m© and others and I aia prepared to accept the 
SooMlepleiKlttac© of my country at any moinent it is availatl© 
whether it is during war or peace. My \diole an^nly object i 
the attainment of the freedom of Hindustan, It does not 
matter if it is attained under the ^adow of war. The only 
thing isihat it should be real Independence, 

NO dlANGS OF mi^D 2]CPSCL’3D. 


Maul ana Azad continued s '‘Mahatma Gaidhi would 
have the Congress adopt the attitude that India cannot partic 
pate in this or any other war, adhering to the principle of 
non-violence. We were not prepared to accept that position 
because we were aware that the vast r.aj'rity of our countrs^e 
would not accept that position. We tried to persuade Mahatma 
Gandhi not to take the step he had t^J'-en and to postpone it i 
view of the fact that there \ms ncjprospect of any settlement 
being arrived at with the British GoVermaent. We were sure 
and we were not prepared to believe tha^ the r'lling classes 
of Dri:ain would chaiige h'ir minds. It is true that whateve 
the country has achieved so far, is due to iiahatma Gandhi*s 
leadership and our adherence to the p.rinciple of non-violence 
It is therefore, pointed out that logically we sho'ild pursue 
the same path and apply the principle of non-violence in all 
spheres of life. But it should not be forgotten that logic 
does not alviay^-ole life. In any case v/e vrere not prepared 
to accept the position that IndiaK should not defend herself 
with weapons.'* 

PRISON41. E3L4TI0N UlfAFFBGTSD, 
Continuing Maul ana 42 ad said that although Mahatma 
Gandhi and other members of the Working Committee had differ© 
it had not affected their personal mutual relations In any 
way, wThe relationship between M^atama Gandhi and us, ^ he 
said, «is uni fa©. Thex© is nothing except death that can 

3?*^atlhh^p- ton. ■ t^at matter ,;. ^ 
'hetwseen Mahatoa Gandhi and the National Oongvess 




■V ' 



Ma'olaaa 43ad spoke ,*for acre than ninety minutes. 

JL 

In conclusion he ridiculed rumours that there is splwrit in 
the <tengreas* 


( The j^ita Bazar Patrika, January 17, 1948 ) 
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fmCT isirirm^ET cEL&M&fior^ 

i, 

Sohi^sb President Adalniaters Sacred Fledge At Palemtta 

Usetiog. 

For tlie tMrteenth time in euccessioa since 192K) 

Calcutta’s citizens renewed on the occasion of the independence 

» 

■Cay their undying resolve to win freedom for India. 

The Fresident of the Indian Sational Congress adainistei 
ed the sacred pledge at a crowded meeting held on Monday after^ 
noon at the Mohammad All Park. 

As ihe day broke Frabhat pheries organised by CongressT 
men singing national songs paraded their respective localities. 

In the forenoon the tri-coloured flag was unfurled at 
parks, squares and housetops. 3j. Bhupati Majumdar, Vice- 
President of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, hoisted 
the flag at the B.P.C.C, office amid scenes of unbounded 
enthusiasm. 

PLKBGB. 


Rastrapati Abul Kalam Azad presided over the huge 
public meeting idiich wadield on Monday afternoon under the 
auspices of the B.P.O.C. at Mohammalt^i Park in celebration 
of the jl^fdependence The meeting which was the hipest in bk 

recent times was attended by €dl sections and communities. 
Rastrapati in a stirring speech explained the significance 
of the Independence pledge and the decision which the A.I.C.O. 
hi^ arrived at Vardha. Bastrapati administered the pledge to 
the gathering in Hindi and its Bengali version vam administered 
by Protap Cuba Roy. 

COICSiSS PRRSIBMT’S SPlRaH. 


Addressing the lasting the Congress President, Maulana 
Abul Sai;«a iMsad said thatjpMy had gathered there to take iic^penw 
dUs^e - ^A^ut 'IS years'ago they-, had" -at 

' the wma haathiih- 
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^ ^ b»«ii ttfdUi# 

tM» yleige y«fr on SSth S^rnaaxwm 

B0f9XTtia^ to tlM8 pp«««nt pollticsal situation is 
the oamtry the llauiasa Sahih aaid that ualihe the prerleiis yea 
e, whea pefceful ati^aphere pyevalled, today war oioada were 
bprerlag on the horiaonf* In these disturbed o^ditlOEns they 

t, 

wanted to lire with honour? but the tlae was not such as to en- 

able one to live for honour’s eahe. How the question was 

how to die for their hearths and homes and fortie country* Shi 

privilege to live and die with honour and prestige was denied 

to them. Who had denied them this privildge ? It was the 

British Government. Ihis British Government had first denied 

/• 

them the privilege to live with honour and then to die with 
honour. -r 

IHBIA MB BRITISH BULICI 

Now there was another question, the MauBana **ahib cont¬ 
inued, they were asked to die but what for should thfry sacrifice 
their lives^ Should they sacrifice their lives for a country 
which was not theirs? Unless they knew that the houaa for whicl 
they were asked to die was theirs,they could not change their 
present policy. About 3 years had passed since the commence¬ 
ment of the war and passed away without effecting any change 
in the policy of the British Government towards this countiy. 

"It is a tragedy that statesmen like Mr. Churchill and 
Amery can neither understand the present world situation, nor 
its future course of events. Therefore, it is vain hope 
that the freedom of India will be coming ^ o them as a gift from 
the British Government, It is Indians who will hare to earn it. 
fhey will have to act up to the pledge remembering that like 
other nations in the world, they have the ri^t to enjoy the fr* 
uita of their labour. No obstaole should defer us from the 
attainment of our objective. Ne anst surmoimt all difficulties 
that mii^t o<mie in our way* and reach our goal. amist prepare 

roz^teal' wht^ is- in 









TdQ urg»l Ma audience to fallow tl« 
conatruotlVe progrow of tlie Ootigreas, an^ tjy to esttbllafe 
coimnsl mity la their respectire spheres of activity • Se 
also enjoined upon then to remove untouehabilityi which was 
eating into the vitala of their society, ^In this connection 
he referred to the new constructive prograime which had been 
adopted at the recent meeting at **^grdha in order to 
meet their present demands. 

Concluding the Congress President said that onoe they 
got the power in their hands it would be a different thing. 


But now they were helpless. It is our duty to do whatever we 
can to alleviate the misery of the people specially in these 

X JO 

parts of the country (rural areas), Every Congress jlorker 


should dedicate his life to the services o 




ral folk. 


Organisations of Congress workers should at once be set up 
for the purpose. Had I the power to change the Congress 
constitution, I would have made this service oompilsory for 
every Congress worker," 

The Congress Iresldent then read out the independence 


pledge which was adopted by the gathering all standing. 


( iPhe tmrita Bazar Patrika, January 28, 1942 ) 




m^D.To hold fihm. 

SIND ISSDB 

Matilana Azad issaiQs Congress Support. 

That the Congress weald lend its liielehearted support 
to the Allah 3^^ ministry in its fight over the Const!tutiOi*- 
nal issue was revealed by Kaulana Abul Kalan Azad, the 
Congress President in a Press interview prior to his departure 
for Delhi at Lahore on Feb. 17, evening. After hearing Khan 
Bahadur 111 aha Bahsh and the Sind Congress leaders, said 
Maulana Sahib, he had come to the conclusion that the only 
course open to Khan Bahadur 111 ah a Baksh was the one he adoptee 
and that was undoubtedly|;he right coarse. The attitude 
adopted by the Governor on the other hand was unjustified and 
he had, therefore, advised Khan Bahadur lllaha Bak^ to hold 
firm to his position tuid fight out the issue till the end. In 
this fight the Congress would ^^oleheartedly sup,:ort him. He 
had also advised Khan Bahadur lllaha Baksh not to resign till 
the decision of ..he secretary of State nor take any other 
step wuich inight create complications in che day to 
admii'ii st r at i on. 

Is regards the relaticms beuween the Congress Party 
and the Sind ministry Kaulana Sahib said that some complaints 
had been brought to his notice but he was glad to find that as 
a result of his discussions these had been satisfactorily 
resolved., fie was, however, confident that in future both the 
ministry and the Congress party would work according t© the 
plan chalked out by him. 


( The Uarita Bazar Patrika, February 20, 1D42 > 





Wm 000*^ BBSXGKraOH. 

Azafi explains 


Haul ana Afcul KaXam Azad, Congress President, has , 
issued a abatement announcing the accent an ce of "he reslgaaf 
tlon of Khan ^ul Gaffar Khan of his wenbership of the 
Congress Working Committee and nominating Dr, Khan Sahib 
in the vacancy. ^ 

The statement runs as followss- 
At the occasion of the last A.I.C.C. session at 
Wardha, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan had a long talk with me, as 
how to promote c:he constructive programme of the Congress 
in the Il.W.P.F. I found that the Khan Sahib keenly believed 
that he would be able to sei^ve this purpose better if he be 
relieved of the member ship of -he Congress Working Committee 

He also emphasised the fact that he was ah out and cut believ 

if\. 

in |^on-?i^lence in all walks of life; and he fo;md himself 
quite at one vhth Mahatma Gandhi in that natter. Considering 
his aspect as well, he thinks that -e vdll be more useful 
in the great work whicli he wishes to undertake in his 


province, If he is relieved from th^embership of the 
Committee, It; Is needless to say that I anj^y colleagues wer 
at first not prepared to agree to this proposal. But on 
further consideration I preferred to leave it to Jdiis 
judgement, I said I ^^rauld not prevent him from adopting 
this method, provided that his decision remained unchanged 
even after consultation with* the provincial Congress Comm- 
ittiee, How I have received his resignation in whidi he 
vn'itest 

”As per our conversation I have talked to my friends 
and co-workers here. We have all come to the conclusion 
that the Congress will be better served by my being relieved 
©f ofYici^s^ connection with the Congress aJEid devoting mys^f 
, solely top^e'O^re^ .eonStractive progrs^e* 4s 1 hm& 


told you I as a believer out an 








in all .walMs .ef liC#, I «L11 l>a better able t© carry 
th^essage of non-violence to the Pathan mind ifjL m 
detached csffidLally from the Congress^ Tsfeose policy can 
v^y according to the exigencies as they may arise from 
time to time* W bond vith the Congress will thus be 
richer than hitherto.^ 

t 

“I therefore accept his resignation, and neeinate 
la the vacancy thus created Dr, Khan Saliib, 

’’VSiether Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan is in the Working 
Coiardttee or not, he vdll always hold a high place in the 
heart of every Congressman.” 


( The ^jnrita Bazar Patrika, March 6, 3942 ) 




Qsinw mmxm momomm’s* 

Bie oiily reaction of the Congress J&reaident, 

Hsajtlana Abul Kalam Azad to the announcement of Sir Stafford 
Crippis’imfending visit to India with the British Government *s 
proposals was t 

" When Sir Stafford Oripps visited India about the 
beginning of 1940, he was pleased to see me. I would welcome li 
him as a friend when he visits India again in the near 
future.* 



( The Amrita Bazar Patrika, March 13, 1942 ) 




AUX>*B CiLL TO ' OOUGHEBSJ'iEJI. 

To Defend Motherland By Fighting. 

1 % 

”I T^d-ll not shirls my responsibility wffther in peace 
or war time ev^eawtiwhari India Is ablaze with war but wotild defenc 




my motherland by fighting foreign agression even by jtiedding 
my. blood,** observed Maoilana Azad, Congress president, while 
addressing the Pagpur Provincial Congress workers at Wardha-- 
gaiiD, on March 16, JiB^2 aW?«J?ne«n , Pandit Jawaharlal 
I'Jehru was present, 

♦’We do know what will happen toJ.iorvoxf as vrar is 
knocking at India’s doors, so vhthon.t losing heart: we must 
orgaiiise ourselves better for helping tne needy in any 
emergency suhi as panic^internal -roubles like looting, arson, 

•S. 

cocndaism riots air raids etc," He exhorted them to produce 
more grains end foodstuffs also Khadi a;T.d revive cottage 
industries Wn; ch would ysnclvie ESEfekszs iJbfe greatly relieve 
economic tensi-coi and supply cur daily demands* 


Continuing Haulana Azad said, " The testing time has 
come, so I hope you vjill stand it and not be found v^anting. 
Realize the orsvlby of the occasion and olay your oart well 
as this is a tine not for speeches h’lz solid work which alone 
i'/ill create corifidence in he public," 

"I ml^ be the first to face the enemy’s bullet 
rather than submit", replied 1-Iaulana Azad to a question. The 
Congress nevor bov/ed before Imperialisa nor would she do so 
even before any aggressor enemy, he added, 

"It is foolish and useless to resort to Satyagraha 
•vdiere the enemy is threatening", was Maul ana 4zad* s and 
Pandit Hehru’s prompt reply when questioned about Satyagr^a^ 

This evening Mahatma received Maul ana Azad, and Pandit 
Hehru after breaking his weekly ■Hence*. 

" As everything is nebulous about gSLr Stafford Cripps 

proposals nothing oan be said but the Working Oo®alttee will 

. „ _ * 

^ve.^lts •:|tiem If “^ey ,are worth considering' 




the \^ole busiaass will be rinished soon if nothing 
sabstantial is isaediately granted,** said H|nlana 
Asad when approached by pressmen about Staffords* mission 
to India, .l2«33?«n&*-'4'2^d-“Sid l’ahdi^Ne'^^ seeing-Ifshatiaa 

s *-weel£i.y~al3»^ ce , 


( The ilmrita Bazar Patrika, March IS, 1942 ) 




m FBSOWJMf OF ISSOB. 

SEE' Sr ^O-RD* S m 3SI0N 
MATJL4lvA ‘42AD EXPLAINS GDNGRSSS ATTITUIK. 

> «W0 do not want to pre;5udge tiie issue but wsdt 
and see \^dlat decision the War Cabinet has taken which Sir 
Stafford Cripps is bringing”, declared Maul ana 4biiL 
Kalam Azad after the conclusion of the Congress Workiijg 
Oomridttse meeting to waiting joxirnalist 

Maul ana Azad said that it was difficult; for him tc 
interpret Congress reaction to Sir Stafford Grippes’ 
Mission ^dthout knowing »she final decision” wiiich the 
British Governiiient was reported to have taken. As the 
Congress President Kaolana Azad \d.ll see Sir Stafford Gripp 
and if che British Government's scheme was of such merits t 
warrant semtiny then, of co'jirse, he wo-ild call for a 
raeeting of the Working Conmittee midi wc-uld probably meet 
ill V/ardlia shortly. If however he was saoisfied that the 
Bricish Government* s decision fell short or would serve no 
useful purpose, then he would reject it and^d nesting 

f 

of the Working Committee would be summoned. 

He added ihac there was no cuestion of reconsider-r 
ing the Congress decision in regard to the August offer 
which had been, ”bu,ried deep,” 

AUGU3? OFPjE 

One correspondent drew the Maulana’s attention to 
Mr. Churchill*s statement in wiiich the August offer was 
further explained and stated ”to clothe that decision 
with precision” and viiether it did not imply that the 
new decision may be an amplification of the August decision 
the Maulana said that he was not prepared to prejudge the 
issue without actually knowing the new^ decision and decili-- 
ned to express any opinion on the subject, 

< atari t a Ba 2 ^r Ratrlka, Mar<^ 80^ 3048 > 






OvuX Xv ^ hi^i^ 

»*It is entirely tinfonndea,« said Haulana 4btil 
Kalaia 4zad*' the Ctongress President, on his attention heing 
dram to a report from India published in the London news- 

7 

palJer «lfews Chronicle’' that Sardar Vallabhai Patel was 
leading the o-'^ ositicn in the Congress Working Committee to 
Sir Stafford Cripps^ mission andthat Pandit Ja^arlalx 
j>iehru and Kr. C. Rajagopalacharlar knew Sir Stafford 
Crlpps* proposals before|i^and and that they are in favour 
of their acceptance a;id that in the event of Sir Stafford 
Cripps nroposals being accepted by the Congress, Sardar 
Vallabnai Patel along i^ith his supporters might resign 
from the Congress Working Committee and lead an opposition 
to the programme in the country. ?lie Congress President 
averred that there was no basis matever for such a repor': 

( The Imrita Bazar Patrika, March 21, 1942 ) 


9 




or 

Oongress Isr^oident’d Advice Uo JfasliiBS. ^ 

( 

Advice to the Sasllms to stand on their owJ Xe|t and 
work for tl^ independence of their country was given hy 

"■’i. 

Maulana Ahul Kalasi Azad, Congress President, addressing 

the concluding session of the Jamait-Ulemai Hindi at Lahore 

/A 

on March 22, 

He said that Indians should take a lesson from the 
experience of various European countries. India was no longer 
a spectator. Ihe time for her trial had arrived. The question 
of the future of ifeislims in India was a vital question and it h€ 
been worrying him for the last thirty eight years. During this 
period there had been no change in his attitude towards this 
question. He had been trying to find out the root cause and 
had come to the concusion that until they were free from 
foreign domination no other question should be raised. 

The Maulana Sahib said that the Jfeislims should not 
ask for any safeguards but should try to attain the country's 
freedom first. He was confiident that no earthly power could 
efface nine crores of Muslims in this country now any 
constitution or sAfaguards could save them if they had no confl 
dence in themselves and did not attempt to stand on their own 
legs. 

Concluding Maulana Azad advised the Muslims not to 
stand in the way of freedom by presenting different schemes. 


( The Amrita Bazar Patrik, March 24, 1942 ) 
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Qmmi JI <& K, MAD. 

i 

0DU'GIiilJIJLip:3 IC^THSE OF 3J. SIBMAS BOSl. 

M?Astiiia Gandhi and !Iaulana Ahtil I-lalain Azad have 
send the follo-wlng telegram to Subhas Cliandra Bose*s 
mother at New Delhi on Har. 30, 2942;- 

MThank God i-^at purported to te authentic has proved 
to be wrong. We congratulate yo'^ and tne natiori,” 

( The Amrlta Bazar Patrika, April 3942 ) 







Maul an a 4zad Statanont 
111 1942 


Maulana Abul Kalani Azad, Congress Presidantj 
revealed 111 a Press Conrersnce on April 11, 1P42 at Delhs 
that he had given indications to Sir Stafford Cripps during 
his very first intervier.' uith hln on March *55 that the 
SovornLent’s proposals right not be acceptable to the 
Congress. The Maulana Sahib gave his impressions of his 

i 

intervion'S nith Sir Stafford &. General Saveli. 

The Maul an a Sahib adr/iitted that at tines 
he had heated arguments v;ith Sir Stafford but added that 
that did not mar the general spirit of friendliness or 
cordiallty. 


Heferr*ng to the failure of the tal!:s, 
the Gongre'S Presidant^aid: It is deeply to be regretted 
that the and all of us had passionately desired nas not 
reached but all the discussions nere carried in a friendly 
atnosphero and, in spite of profound differexnces, v?hich at 
tines led to heated discussions, the cordialitjr of our 
talks 7,'lth Sir otaffo'i’d ^vas maintained throughout. Vg ret 
as old fr^dnds and I an glnd to sa^/ that -’g parted as friends. 

Hporp,-ac,h 

Continuing the Con'rre.-s President said; 

I net Sir Stafford on March 25, for the first time '’’nGn he 
read out the draft proposals & gave a copy of the draft to 
me. This nas followed by discussion. I must make it clear 4 
that the entire approach of the Indian problem as evidenced 
by his proposals t^as fundamentally wong <5: likely to create 
fresh complications. I also m^e it clear that if the 
British Goverbnent nere sincere in their desire to transfer 
real po-g?er to the people of India even at this eleventh 
hour, aad thus crea1;6 a nevi atmosphere, than the proper 
course for them was to send him to India armed with a 
definite decision to that effect. . 





I assured Sir Stafford that if tha problan hi^ been 

t 

approached in that spirit, his mission would have be^ 
surely or^eSed with success, and if it had failed he would 
pot have beai responsible for the failure". 

ImaQrtdXca of the oresant. 

The second jpoint which I emphasized was 
that the draft proposals were largely concerned with the 
future rather than the immediate present, which was more 
important. The draft contained ,iust a few lines about the 
present arrangement and those lines do not give any positive 
picture. On the contrary, they are negative in their 
character. I plainly told Sir Stafford that so far as the 
Congress was concered there was no likelihood of their 
accepting such a scheme# 

C.Qr.imunal Problem. 

The third point ajt: I emphasized was that 
in tackling tha political problem of India, the communal 
and other problems are bound to arise at some stage or the 
other and would have to be solved. I assured him that as 
soon as the main political problem was settled the res¬ 
ponsibility for finding a satisfactory solution of comrunal 
and other problems would be ours and I could confidently 
assert that wa would find a satisfctory solution* 

Transfer of Power. 

.'Tith reference to clause (a) of tha 
draft. Sir S'^afford ^sured me that it provided for complete 
freedom and transfer of po.ver with only the reservation for 
defence. I than pointed out that the defence was the 
demand of the moment so far as the country was concerned 
and during the war the Civil administration of tha country 
disappeared and the problems of defence, permeated every 
Civil Department# If he reserved defence, he practically 
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reserved all the po’ivers, ^hlch he said, vjere oeing transferrec 
to India* Sir Stafford then said by T?ay of re-assurance 
that reservation related only to the functions of the 
Cor-nander Inchief. 

A. 

?hlgd. Pplntt 

Heverting to this point, I said ? this is 
that the first impression of the present created by my 
earlier interview with Sir Stafford began gradually 

to fade av/ay as the discussion proceeded on naterial points 
from stage to stage and viJien I last met Sir Stafford on 
April 9, the whole picture had completely disappeard". 

In.t car view. .Tflith C.in-C 

I neoit referred to my interview with 
General -/avell and said ”, In tha -uuO’se of our talks Sir 
Stafford had over and ovp,. .again emphasized the technical 
diffic^olties in the way of transfer of defence to the 
Indian fember. In this connection he suggested, th.nt me 
should meet General ••'/avell, because ha could explain the 
tec'Tnical side of the question r nch better. Curiously 
enough not a word was mentioned b:' General ..‘avail r^bont 
the technical difficulty throughout our discussions, which 
were eiatireljr on political lines, jbt did not strike me 


for a single .moment th.at 
G:c3Qi't. It appeared as 
In fact when I told this 


'WG were Intervier.yng a military 
if we ’ware talking to a polifcici 
to Sir Stafford Gripps, he gave 


me no reply but merely smiled". 

.yAots 


Heferring to reports in certain sections 

.of the Press suggesting that the working committee’s 

-0 0 

decisions on the proposals hod been influenced by liahataa^i’s 
views, the Congre s President said," I-afciatma G-ndhi’s -^icw 
as regards participation in any war are well Jmoisi and it 




• «• 

nould be eatirely untrue to si:^gest that the Tjorking 

tr 

co;imittee*s decisions have in any ^ay been influeiicad by 

m 

that view* In Tact, liahatma Gandhi made it perTectly 
clear that they ware free to cone to any decision on the 
merits of the proposals. liahatna.ji did not want to parti¬ 
cipate In the earlier sittings of the working committee 
but he was persuaded by me to stay on from da^r to dcsy". 

(Hindustan li-nes dated i-oril 12,104^2) 
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®h« following resolutiops were passed by the 
l&sidzwis C9ng2*e8s legislatui^K^arty at its meeting 


Madras , Mr. C. Ra^gopalaohar^ 


held on MprU. 25, 1942 
leader of the partj^presiding. The resolntlonS3»feW were 
moved from the/^air. 

gext of the Beeolutions ;- 


1 • The Madras Legislature Congress Party notes with 

deep regret that the attempts to establish a national 

Government for India to enable her to face the problems 
arising out of the present grave situation have failed 

and that, as a result of this. Nationalist India has 

been placed in a dilemma. It is impossible for the 

V 

people to think in +erms of neutrality or passivity 

during an invasion by an enemy power. Neither is it 

practicable to organise any effective defence 

independently and \mcordinated with the defence measures 

of the Government. It is absolutely and urgently 
necessary in the best interests of the country at this 

hour of peril to do all that the Congress can possibly 

do to remove every obstacle in the way of the establish- 

ment of a jjfational administration to face the present 

situation, and, therefore, as much as the JS&islim League 

has insisted on the recognition of the right of separation 

of certain areas from United India upon the ascertainment 

©f the wishes of the people of S'^ch areas as a oondltion 

precedent for a united natlenai action at this moment 

Of grave national aanger, this party Is of opinion and 

recommends to the All India Congress Committee that to 

sacrifice the changes of the formation of a national 

government at this grave erists for the doubtfhl 
idvantago maintaining a controversy over the unity 

if India is a most tmwise policy and that It has becoaws 

Locessary to ehoosa the lesser evil and aoknovCledge the 





Ifaslla l«easu.es ^ claim toT separatlcm ; ehoiild the 

A 

same be peirsisted in when the time comes for 
framing a constitution for India and thereby remove 
all doubts and fears in this regard and to invite 
the l^slim League for a Consultation for the purpose 
of arriving at an agreement and securing the 
installation of a National Government to meet the 
present emergency* 


?• Th^ second resolution moved from the 
chair and adoi^ed by the B.'^eting read as follows* — 

" Whereks the province of Madras 4e seriously 

threatened with enemy Invasion and prao-tlcally all 

the districts ar e under daily expectations of 

bombardment and enemy landings and life Is 

consequently subjected to growing dislocation all 

1 

round, whereas ii is suicidal for the present, and 
disastrous for tlie future, for the peoples"^ elected 
representatives tc remain passit's eoid ±± let the 

people suffer under these conditions all the 
Incidents of the present autocratic administration 
and also subi^it to Aggression without participation 
in the defence of the Motherland,; and whereas 
participation in defence is practicable only if 
people are armed and prganised to some extent and 
inspired for sacrifice'll the Madras Legislature 
Congress Party voices the general feelings in this 
part of the country thai there should be at this 
critical Juncture a pop'u^ar Govexrment in this 
province duing its utmos-4 to secure the requisite 

conditions for the peopl^^ to play their part* IThc 

INurty is of opinion further that to facilitate united 

imd effective action in thi4. regard by such a 







popular Goveramezit , the Muslim League should be 
iuvlted to participate in it. This party therefore 
Requests the All India Congress Committee to permit 
this party to talce steps in this end, not^withstanding 
the general ^l^India policy followed by the Congress*' 

♦ In all 46 members participated in the 
discussion which lasted fall 6 hours. The first 

resolution regarding the H&islim Leauge demand for* 

separation was passed by 37 votes against 6. Three 

remained neutral . The second resolution was passed 
by 39 votes against 2, five remaining neutral, 

( Taken from the Hindustan Times 
dated i^ril 24, 1942 ) 
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^Q,tstaon.aai „QQ,-n,grass- ,.¥a,ul8Q,a^s stataasni^,* 

” Sir Staffo.'d Crigps?s reported to have 
Said in the course of an intervieis at Karachi before leaving 
India that Congress leaders first rjent to see colonel 
Johnson if?ho acted as a mediator in his personal capacity," 
says llaulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress PBesident* 

The *«Iaulana adds: " This is likely to 
create an impression that this mediation ^vas sorght by us* 
Facts, hOYjGver, are other-f^ise. On or about April 1, a 
common friend informed Pt, Kehni that Col. I. Johnson "'as 
anxious to meet him and vjould be glad if a meeting could be 
arranged at his residence. Accordingly, Pt. Kehru met him. 
Again it vias by pure accident that on Ipril 3, '.vhila I mas 
on ry 'lay to a meeting of the working committee, I ment to 
Pt. Kehruls residence, v^hiGh ?jas on4 my nay, to pick him 


up, and there I found Col. Johnson. Katurally ne met and 
had a brief talk, the end of this talk Col. Johnson exora 
ed a desire that in the event of the ’.Torkin'; committee 

4 9 

coming to sa adverse decision, he should be alloi7ed a chance 
to see if ha could be beliful, before the committGQ*3 fina3. 


verdict Tjas fi;^jSally comminicated to Sir Stafford Cripps. 

" Ilis \^±sh nas so obviously in the 
interest of the common object, nam.ely, the successi’ul 
conclusion of Sti Cripp5 mission, that I s:\i no 

objection in complying nith it. It ?s hardly necessary to 
narrate the rest of the story. 5ut I must make it 


oerfectly clear that no body on behalf of the congress 

♦ 

sought si tiler Col. Johnson or President Hoos 0 volt*s inter- 
vension although Ln the very nature of things Col. Johnson*s 
:(riendly interest ^as appreciated". 

(Hindustan Times April 14, 1342) 
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jiritish Propsopls:- better tbai: ^iU^ust 

oTfer* 

I ::aue the follD^dHto state.ont on i:he 
ijr:lt:^sh Cabinet proposals in an interview to Pressrian at 
ulla'.abad on aprll 15, 1D42. 

” ihe picture that vaas riven to me of 
the britisr v:ar Cajinet*s proposals in my first tall: 'vitth 
Sir otafiord Cripps on l-'arch 25, detsriorated so conpleciely 
and tool: s'-ch a shape by April 9, that it x;as clear to me 
that the proposals ^lere no better than a robashed end 
pnlisiiad version of the fiuj7Ust declaration. V/e could not 
accept the..i*. 

” '.e ";ent far *> our ties ire for a 
sett? e-on t-per haps too far. ->ut o‘^r ir ■’ed :-Oi«ibla and 
esssiitial niniMun •jas that onl;/ a free India co”jd 'le''’end 
i'erseXf, and the peonle at lar‘'G nnrt be riade to I'eol th't 
tro” ere free in tnair o-'n coT.tr" b h‘d to defend their 
DT: fr edori'*’. 

^'i'-e use of nord lil:e*-l ational Soverii'rent* 
and Cabinet by Sir ots^'icrd Ci’l ps in 'ri3 first intrrvieu, 


T 

• 4 - 


ded, had riven a certain impression and but for it 


!) 


jgb 'nould not have called a meeting of the Congress .."orbing 
Gorrrittee. The change in the attitir.e of Sir Stafford 
Gripps may had been done to an honest doubt vubout tnese 
terms or the influence of N^te^all* I reftirated 
that nhen I talked of the f atlnnal Covemr’Ont, I did not 
for ■ moment speak from the point of vie^? of party gain 
for the Congress or dictatorsl-ip of the maiority”* 

(Hindustan Tiraes April 16, 1D42) 
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failure of the Crioos Missio n;, 

In one sentanc^a i5*aulana hzad suomed up the reasons 
nhlch let to the iallure of the Cripps mission. (At 
the A*I*C«C* session held at Allahabad april 20^:.Iay l) 
British anvfirrir>fint*fl dlstrnat of tbfl Indigm paPOlQ ” 

Ha emphasised teat the CDn":ress, 
position that only a free India could have the 

strenJTth to defend herself, Heferrlns; to the future, 

« * 

he said, there nere only tr>n alternatives before 
the country- either tahe up the Gov err. v 011 1 for 
cr":an:‘s:'P.g national dpfance or resist the enemy invasion 
by adopting non-co-operation nhich the Con':-re3S had 
bean practising for the last 22 years. As the 
-Jiltish Govt, had refssued tne former, they nod to 
prepare for the latter if the con ting snc:^ arose. In 
anpl atic terras he said that if he oelieved that 
entry of Japanese or Germans into India ^^ould oe 
helpful to xhe country he i’jould have said so no natter 
V 7 hat the consequences, but he felt honestly that 
their coning v:cs against the interest of the C0'r7tr:r 
and should be resisted by the Indian people* They 
should not ^et excited or lose thanselves in emotion 
but they must prepare to meet aggression nith courage 
and strength. " People vho knon hom to die for their 
cointry ^ never be helpless ” said/I^aulnna. 

(Hindustan fimes I’ay 1, 


1942) 
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Haulana Alul Kalam Azad mde the follcring statement 
rhen intervie7?'rd by the Associated Press at Allahabad on 
April 16 , 

**The urgency of the occassio’^ demands that the members 
of the A.I.C.C,* should muster strong at Allahabad. I have 
decided to call the A.I.C.C. irrespective of the Cripps 
Mission ajqd even before Sir Stafford Crii^ps came out to India 
I added ’’Events have moved so fast and India has been 
drawn so much under the shadow of war that it was necessary 
for the A.I.C.C, to meet and draw up a Co-ordinated and 
solid picture of the situation in our mind not only to ensure 
a cor’»’‘ect mental perspective but also to retain the correct 
lead of the country at this hour of peril, 

"It ir necdssary to keep in cur minds the Congress 
divisions and policy ■^uite clearly to sum up in one sentence, 

I*. 

it is thi^. As fcr as Defece is ccncerTtCd, only a free 
India can defend itself, S^iis ras the last and final 
dissHXsismrtsc decisicn taken b“ the A.I.C.d , at ‘i/ardha and 
re s and solidly by that decision", 

I e’^phasized ’-hatever the local conditions may be - 
and in fact lust because of them - I rant -e ery r.-nber of 
the .-;v,I.C,C. to come to Allahabad for an ^Ixchange of viers," 

I ■^‘■as also arusricus that visitors should come in as large 
numbers as jossible, ** 

(Hindus-f-an Times April 16, 1942) 
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k ahili..tfi ..ttLS. ..gxfiaa^ 

“It is definite that there i?iKL he no future 
approach frcaa the Congress to the British Gov'enainent*** 

This view was expressed by Maulana Sahib and Pandit ji 
on April 15, 1942 at Allahabad, Their feeling, It Is 
understood, is that Sir Stafford Cripps’s attidude 
towards the end of the negotiations beeaaee’^anti-congress 
and reactionary, resulting in extreme bitterness,^' 
(Hindustan Times April 17, 1942) 

In reply to a question of the representatives of 
the Hindustan Times after a Conference with Pt, Jawahmr 
I»al Nehru, Sir Tel Bahadur Sapru, Mr, Asaf All and others 
following his Interview with Sir Stafford Cripps, Kaulana 
Azad recited a couplet to describe tUe situation as 
It existed then, 

(At New Delhi April 2, 1942) 

Fgj. OHimad Par ifafato at! 
ttra.t, naaar .nahla. 4tjL 

(Hindustan Times April 3, ?94S) 

Maulana Azad made the following sta'tement at the 
conclusion of the working comrfittee meeting at Fev Delhl 
on April 10, 1942j- 

”I have pi- ced the ^ist of my talks with Sir Staffer 
before the meeting of the Congress Working Committee to-day 

I am sending the ccanmittee’s resolutimi to Sir Stafford 

•« 

Cripps just now and I hope to be able to give you the main 
resolution of the Comrittee and supplementary statement 
tomorrow”, 

Maulana Azad made it clear that the committee*s reso¬ 
lution was unanimous and thtt through all the stages of the 


dlseussicns the Committee was of one mind, 
(Hindustan Times April 11, 1942) 






Sir otjgrford in his l?st letter to me 
had stated th:.t * without constltut:*Gnsl cnan^ss of a 
most complicated character and on a very Irri-e scale*, 
it ns not possiole to have Cabinet Sovernmont nitn full 
povjer3«H4 as asiied :;or by the Gon,i:ress Freslaent* He 
had described it as '*a complete change in the constitutio 
v;lj5ch is inpractica-le in the circamstances of toda;'-*. 

In this connection an interesting note 
had uaan prepared to sno-a non oven ixiler the end sting 
ninth 3c''.edule of the do*-/t. of India Act mes'nres cai". 
he tal:an, either by the adoption of suitable conv 3 :;tion 
or by /'ihnor arondr-ents of the ^iCt, to cono'ort the 
presei-it 3"ec t;''v 3 Comcil into a Nation pi C-over ''ont. 

It may he '^e: e.-'horod in thr’s co'-nectlon th-:t in 
lather to Sir ^'t'-florc Cr:'’'P3 I h'-''e siid t'''pt the ” 
Conyress dii not ns!: ^"’or '-y leral chpnpee'’. 


(bepy-1 ai n 0 tc- f c 1 ?, o -s! 


4 * 1 *=! 


fires .-prll 17, ] 


!^We. Vvc/VX ^ 

f fl ^ - Vwv(3»^«^^ lo vlU. 
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^ The JQ.1 Xzidia Congress Committee Seeslen 
began at Allahabad on w^ril 29 under the president¬ 
ship of Maul ana Abul Kalam Azad. Some hundred 
members and over a thousand visitors were present, 

Pt * Madan Mohan Malavijna was among the distinguished 
visito^ to the session, 

Maulana Azad in his opening speech said 
" Last time we met at Wardha on Jan 15. Three months 
have passed since then, '^he War is drawing closer 
to India and within her land and sea positions 

India is now threatend, Singapore which was supposed 
a 

to be imprfgn^able base has fallen and Rangoon also. 
Where do we find our self in changed shape of things, 

Whatever was done im conceming us wens not consulted 

vA 

by ue . Only one way is open for us that wf^y is that 
India is our country, our land, our home, and we 
must have a say in its affairs, 

We were told that British Government was 
making a new approach to Indian situation. It was 
announced that Sir Stafford Crips, a member of the 

c 

War Cabnet was being sent to India, Sir Stafferd 

A. ’ 

was not new to us. His mission raised hopes 
throughout the Nitorld and India too. The Working 
Committee was called and it was decided that I 
should meet him and sho\3ld call the Working Committee 
to consider the proposal oxily if I thought it 
necessary, 

-* 

V 

After recaptulating his interviews with 
SS.T Stafford Cripps^ Matalana Azad said^that the 
draft declaration contained extensive paragraphs 
about the future. But the future was so uncertain 




44 

that in weighing the proposal, Congress had fir»<, 
to see ^irtiat was m the decision about the present* 
There were only few lines in the declaration about 
the present but one thing had been made clear and 
it was that the country had been denied power over 
its own defence* 


The Maulana Azad said that Sir Staffsi^ 


Cripps during his tallcs definitely told him that the 


form 

aKwaaoc of the Government to be set immediately would 
be that of the BTational Government* The position 
of the Vijflhery vlsa^Vis the llational government, 
he said^would be the same that the King occupied 

c 

in relation to the Cabnet in Britain* The Maul ana 


said he had pointed out to Sir Stafford Cripus at 
the very out-set that the main purpose of his 
mission should be the settlement of the political 
Issues only and that discussions of other issues 
like the communal problem and the question of states 
would not be relevant at that stage and they were 
in aqiy case to be settled by Indians themselves* 

Sir Stafford,said Maulana Azad, had agreed and 
in fact pointed out that he { Sir Stafforc^ himself 
had taken this line before the War Cabinet* 

" This picture^ continued^ Maulana Azad, 


» gradually disappeared from our sight and Sir 

StaffoiHi flnlV g&ve such a different shape to the 

picture that we could by o« strech of iini|iagination 
A* 

even cajte to look at it". 


» Defence Is our primary 
this ■oaent, " o*atlnTiea Ifeulana 
that matters most when we 


importance at 
Azad, « it is 
have been drawn 


defence 
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so close t© wair* * 

* The British attitude towards the Indian 
situation even since the out-breaJc ot war, " he 
said f * has been such that we find ourselves in 
a difficult position. We have made it clear to the 
country and to the world at large if ever a 
conciliatiry spirit was necessary for a settlemerft 
we showed it. We went far in our efforts - in fact 
too far - to secure a settlement, but it is clear 
that the British Government has no trust in us • They 
are not prepared to hand over control of our own 
defence to us. This is a question of national 
self-respect. 

" A necessary concomijUtant of the 
position af ih* taken by us in relation to the 
Cripps proposal , ” said Ma’jlana Azad, ” was that 
we could be prepered to participate in War. It is 
also known that some members of the Vjforking ftonmitte 
are with Mahatama Gandhi in their support of 
out and out non—violence • But I am proud^o say that 


throughout ea** the two weoks of our negotiation® 
with Sir Stafford Cripps, they took up a wonderfully 
concilfliatory attitude and they made it clear that 
they woiald cons;b#ntly with their position of non¬ 
violence do their best to assist us. I have nothing 


but praise for them and I want to make it clear that 
ou^ ewa* decisions were unanimous • ■•CCheers ) 

Maulana Azad said that Sir Staffed Cripps 
had made it plain that the India office as such 
would not continue but that lat^r on this point 
. 1 .. «l..a>p.ared. • It would he wrong to eay that 

„ eonsldered the Cripps proposals wl 
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fonaed In our minds a pleture^jf the solution of the 
eom^al and other questions, « Continued Wana Azad^ 
M* tur stand was clear as far as Cripps mission was 
concerned , we were considering the political issues 
only, I emphasis^ here that we would have produce^a 

A 

successful solution of the communal and other questions 
within twenty hours of a settlement if that settlei^ent 
was reached with Sir Stafford Cripps”. 

^ '■'it would be entirely untrue to say/^continued 

^ Azadjthat the Cripps mission had succeeded in making 


the Indian leaders change;J their minds as far as the 
country*s attitude towards the war was concerned, IPhis 
was hinted even in the House of Commons ^bate yesterday. 
But I want to make it very plain that it would be 
absolutely incorrect to say that even though the 
Crij»ps mission had not been successful in what it had 
s«+d out to do, it had succeeded in changing our 
attitude to the fundamental issues. Our stand is firm 
and I repeat it • It is this - only free India can 
defend herself Cheers). Sir Cripps sai3 tteat JSaulana j 

■ A ' • 

ft 

had emphasized at Karachi on his return fe»om London 

A 

that the initiative now in dealing with the Indian 
situation would not come from the British Gtovemment - 
I want to make it plain that no further initiative will 
be taken from the Congress side either*^declared the 
Maulana. 


Referring to the Japanese threat from tjon, 
£ast , t^e m^ulttna said that only a slavish mind oould 
imagine that Japan would give us freedom. If any Indian 
Bays that we should welcome the Japanese then all that 
I atia ,«y 1« that ♦hla mentality la a alaTe mentality 




whleh can thlxilc only in terms of ohahge ©f masters 

and aevej* In terms of his own freedom* Our differences 

with Britain should not drive us to welcoming the 

Japanese mxax or any ether aggressor* It does not 

matter if it is'active welcome*^ or'silent welcome^* 

I warn you especially against iditakxi what I have 

« 

termed^silent welcome" to aggressors* We will stand 
on our own legs^We can rely only on that freedom 
which we win with our own efforts. We will not 
welcome any aggressor though he says that he is 
coming to give us freedom*. 

''The weapon of non-violence is with us" 
continued the Maul ana ^* and we will use it if 
faced with any aggressor. We would have taken up armed 
defence Init that has been deemed dangerous. The weapon 

of non-viol#nce had been with us for the last 22 years, 
and no one con take it away from us, 

A member of the A,I,C*C. at this point 

a €. 

sald^ 9bes this mean that you advocate non-violfnce 

not as a principle but because we* have been denied 

armed defence" ?. 

Ifiaulana Azad replying said "Wo* this point 
has been made clear that we could take up armed 
defence only if our national demands were satisfied 

If 

and we had a national government * 

In conclusion the Maulana said that in view 

of the critical situation and the grave issues before 

them he would request the members to make their 

speeches brief and said that he mi^t sometimes have 

• » 

to limit their speeches to here 


to ask members 




essentials. 


59 

The Maulena laade a reference to t^e death 
of Seth Ifin JamnaXal Baja^ and paid a tribute to his 
sterling patriotism and sacrifice. The President 
Spoke for an hour and a half, 

( Taken from the Hindustan Times 
Dated i^ril 50, 1942 ) 
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HSJOinPSR TO CRIPPS 

** During ms^ talk last -nfeok, I particularly 

aske<5 Hahaiiama Gandhi ABOUT THB application of 

non violence und^r the present oircumstancos> I 

am happy to say this aspect of the problem is 

quite clear in ny mindobserves llaulana Abul Ka*lam 

Kzady tiie Congress Prosidont in an interview ta 

the United Press a.t Calcutta on J-ine 20, 1942 >on 

the recent stc temont of Sir Stafford Cripps 

referring to the struggle in , 4idia between the 

principles of violence and non-violence, Maulana 

Asad said, " As a nan of action Llahamc.ta Gandhi 

cannot ignore the conditions prevailing ar.omid him., 

* 

He told mo his personal viev/s about non-violence. 

The position remains unchanged but ^t the same time 
he knew that it was not the condition of the Congres 
nor other parties nor the aajority of the Indian 
people Tifhich considered defence to be armed defence 
only. Therefore a: if a free national Government was 
established in India with xanderscanding to defen^ 
her against the invaders, it was obvious that it 

tf 

could be only armed defence not a non-violent one, 
Maulana Azad observed j'*! do not know what 
Sir Stafford Cripps means by struggle between the 
principles of violence and non-violence. We are not 
at all philosophizing over the merits of violence 
and non-violence. The Con ere of our attention at 
present is how to defend India succes.:fully against 
the invadors who is knowking at the door and we are 
convinced that the only way to achieve this and is 
that India became independent without delay, * 

C Hindustan Times Shy 21, 1942 ) 




MauXana Azad in a st tement to ttis Press at 
Calcatta on Ma y ’8, 1 942 sayss- 

" Th« sta tement of Mr. L. S, Amery about the 
banned resolutions of the Congress ¥Jorking Committoe 
though surprisingly iri*esponsible, has evoked no 
feeling of surprise in oe. Wo are now sufficiently 

accustomed to hoar such things^j In reply to a 

« 

question^Mr, Amery said, ** These resolutions which w 

reached on gross inis-reprosenta tion of facts or 

un- u 

on^^verii&ied rfmourJ criticised in unbridled ierms 

the recent actions of the milibary and civil author! 

• D 

in India and Burma. Hfhey ?Jore calculated - and to 
judge by their language, Y^ero I think doltbervtely 
calcul ted - to undermine public confidence in the 
Govts and the armed forces, 

« SOLID FACTS ” 

" But I affirm with the fullest sense of 

responsibility that not a single phrase of the 

resolutions is either based on unverified rumours 

or misrepresents facts. Wh£s.tever it s id is based 

on solid facts derived from the most responsible 

and reliable sources. Regarding the last charge, 

I would like to say " Hov/ could the Congress 

attempt to undermine a thing which does not exists*?. 

But the confidence can easily be crec.ted, at least 

in the matter if the Govts of India is prepared to 

adopt a simple course. Neither any member of the 

Congress Working Committee nor I myself have any 

r 

desire to Insist on the occurance of the deplorebl® 
facts mentioned in the resolutijpns about Malaya and 
Burma, I would be the first man to welcome the 
aon-»occurrence of the ©vents, if stay one of tk^m is 
proved to be incorrect or based on rumours. 'l , 
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therefor©» ask the Goverment whether it is 
prepared to let me laiow what parts of the 
resolutions are based on unverified rumoui-'s, or 
misrepresented facts and give me a chance to 

lay the information v/hich I have in my possess ion 

* 

before it, if it is prepared to adopt this 
course and convince me that information i» 
incorrectj I would unhosistatingly express regret 
on behalf of the ¥/orking Committee and" withdraw 
the resolutions. 

Are the Govorngient of India and the Secretary 
of States prepared to accept this offei**. 

Hindustan Times I^y 10, 1942^ 
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Hew Delhi, April 10,1942. 

Dear Sir Stafford, 

On the 2nd April I sent you the resolution of the 
Working Committee of the Congress containing their views 
on the tentative proposals iw,t forward by you on behalf 
of the British Government. I*^*this resolution we expressed 
our dissent from several important and far-reaching 
proposals for the futiire. Further consideration of these 
proposals has only strengthened us in our convijcrtion 
in regard to them, and we should like to repeat that we 
cannot accept them as suggested. The Working Committee's 
resolution gives expression to our conclusions relating 
to them which we reached after the most earnest considerar- 
tion. 

That resolution, however, emphasised the gravity of 
the present situation and stated that the ultimate 
decision that we mi^t take would be governed by the 
changes made in the present. The over-riding problem 
before all of us, and more especially before all Indians, 
is the defence of the countiy from aggression and invasion. 
The future, important as it is, will depend on what 
happens in the next few months and years. We were 
therefore prepared to do without any assurances for this 
uncertain future, hoping that through our sacrifices in 
the defence of our country we would lay the solid and 
enduring foundations for a free and independent India. 

We concentrated, therefore, on the present. 

Your original proposals in regard to the present, as 
oentained In clauise (#>) of the proposed declaration, were 
vague and incomplete, except in so far as it was made dear 
that *Hls Ma^lesty's Ck>vernment must inevitably bear the 
full responslbil^ity for the defence of India*, Yhess 
propess3.e, in effect, adced for partleipaticn in 
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tasks of today with a View to ensiire "th« futiire freedom 
of India.” Freedom was for an uncertain future, not for 
the present; and no indication was given in clause (e) 
of what arrangements o^^^vernmental and other changes 
would be made in the present. When this vagueness was 
pointed out, you said that this was deliberate, so as 
to give you freedom to determine these dianges in consul¬ 
tation with others. In our talks you gave us to understand 
that you envisaged’ a National Government which would deal 
with all matters except Defence. 

Defence at any time, and more particularly in war 
time, is of essential importance and without it a National 
Government functions in a very limited field. Apart from 
this consideration it was obvious that iaie whole purpose 
of your proposals and our talks centred round the urgency 
of the problems created by the threat of the invasion 
of India. The chief functions of a National Government mus'^ 
necessarily be to organise Defence both intensively and 
on the widest popular basis and to create a mass psychology 
of resistance to an invader. Only a National Government 
on whom this responsibility was laid. Popular resistance 
must have a national background and both the soldier and 
the civilian must feel that they are fighting for their 
country*s freedom under national leadership. 

The question became one not of just satisfying our 
national aspirations but of effective prosecution of the 
war and fighting to the last any invader who set foot on 
the soil of India. On general princi|£Les a National 
Government would control defence throu^ a Defence Minister, 
and the Oommander-in-Chief would control the armed forces 
and would have full latitude in the carrying out of 
operations connected with t^e war. An Indian National 
Goverxmient should have normally iUnctioned in this ws^. 


He Jiade 
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We made it clear that the Commander-ln-Ohief In India 
would hare control of the armed forces and the conduct 
of operations and other matters connected therewith. With 
a view to arriving at a settlement, we were prepared to 
accept certain limitatitme on the normal powers of the 
Defence Sinister, We had no desire to upset in the 

• 

middle of the war the present military organization or 
arrangeim^nts. We accepted also that the hi^er strategy 
of the war should be controlled by the War Cabinet in 
London v^lch would have an Indian member. The immediate 
object before us was to make the defence of India more 
effective, to strengthen it, to broad base it on the 
popular will, and to reduce all red tape, delay and 
inefficiency from it. There was no question of our 
interfering with the technical and operational sides. 

One thing, of course, was of paramotmt importance to us; 
India’s safety and defence. Subject to this primary 
consideration, there was no reason Why there should be 
any difficulty in finding a way out of the present 
impasse in accordance with the unanimous desire of the 
Indian people, for in this mat'^r there are no differences 
amongst us. 

The emphasis on Defence led you to reconsider the matte 
and you wrote to me on the 7th April, suggesting a formula 
for Defence. 

In this letter you said: "As the Working Committee 
have tinderstood, it is impossible to make any c^aage in 
the existing constitution during the period of hostilities." 
The WoiHking Committee’s attitude in the maetter has been 
completely misunderstood and I i^ould Ilka to dear this 
Up, althou^ we are not immediately concerned with it. 

The Committee do not think that there is any inherent 
difficulty in tlm waor of oonstitutiond (Ranges during 
laie war. ithat ^ kelps in %e war ant only 







oaa be frat oust be doziey and done with speed. ¥hat is 
the only way to carry on and win a war. Bfo complicated 
enactments are necessary. A recognition of India's 
freedom and ri^t to self-determination could easily 
be made, if it were so wished, together with certain 
other consequential but important changes, fhe rest 
can be left to future arrangements and adjustments. I 
might remind you that the British Prime Minister actually 
proposed a union of Prance and England on the eve of 
the fall of Prance. Ho greater or more fundamental 
change could be imagined, and this was suggested at a 
period of grave crisis and peril. War accelerates change; 
it does not fit in with static conceptions. 

The formula for Defence that you sent us was considered 
by us together with its annexure which gave a list of 
subjects or departments which were to be transferred to the 
Defence Department, This list was a revealing one as 
it proved that the Defence Minister would deal with rela¬ 
tively unimportant matters. We were unable to accept 
this and we informed you accordingly. 

Subsequently, a new formula for Defence was suggested to 
us, but without any list of, subjects. This formula seemed to 
us to be based on a more healthy approach and we suggested 
certain changes pointing out that our ultimate decision 
would necessarily depend on the allocation of subjects, 

A revised formula was then sent back to uS togehter with 
an indication of the functions of the War Department, 

This was so widely and com^arehenslvely framed that 
it was difficult for us to know what the actual allocation 
of subjects and departments, as between the Defence 
Department and the War Department, would be. A request 
was made on our behalf that illustrative lists of these 
sabjeetfii mi^t b# supplied to enable us to consider the 
matter. IFo such l^ts sere supplied to us* 
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In thu ixL%erv‘i.9^ yre had with you yesterday discussed 
the new foxmiXa and expressed our -viewpoint in regard to 
it. I need not repeat what I said then, fhe wording of the 
formula is after all a minor matter and we would not allow 
that to come in our way, luiLess some important principle 
is at stake. But behind that wording lay certain ideas • 
and we were surprised to find that during the past few days 
we had been proceeding on wrong assxunptions. 

When we asked you for illustrative lists of subjects 
for the two departments, you referred us to the old list 
for the Defence Department which you had pre-viously sent 
us and which we had been unable to accept. You added that 
certain residuary subjects might be added to this hut, in 
effect, there was not likely to be any such subject as the 
allocation was complete. Thus, you said, that substantially 
there was no change between the old list and my new one 
that might be preioared. If this was so, and we were to 
go back ultimately to the place we started from, then i*iat 
was the purpose of our searching for new formula? A new 
set of words meaning the same thing made no difference. In 
the course of our talks many other matters were also 
cleared up, unfortunately to our disadvantage. You had 
referred both privately and in the coarse of public statements 
to a Hational Government and a "Cabinet" consisting of 
"ministers". These words have a certain significance and 
we hat imagined that the new Government would function 
with full powers as a cabinet, with the Viceroy acting 
as a constitutional head. But the new picture that you 
placed before us was really not very different from the old, 
the difference being one of degree and not of kind. The 
new Go-vemment could neither be called except vaguely and 
inaee^stelyi nor could it junction as a llational Government, 

. . It wohl d- * -* "' — 
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It would 3ust be the Viceroy and his executive eooncil 
witb the Viceroy having all his old powers. We did not 
ask for for any legal dbanges but we did ask for definite 
assurances and conventi^e which would indicate that the 
new Government woxHd function as a free government the 
members of which act as members of a cabinet in a consti¬ 
tutional government. In regard to the conduct of the 
war and connea%ed activities the Commander-in-Chief would 
have freedom, and he would act as war minister. 

Ve were informed that nothing can be said at this 
stage, even vaguely and generally, about the conventions 
that should govern the Government and the Viceroy. Ulti¬ 
mately there was always the possibility of the members of the 
Executive Council resigning or threatening to resign if 
they disagreed with the Viceroy, That sanction or remedy 
is of course always open, hut it is curious that we should 
base our approach to a new government on the probability 
of conflict and resignation at the very outset. 

The picture therefore placed before us is not essentially 
different from the old one. The whole object which we, and 
I believe you have in view - that is, to create a new 
psychological approach to the people^ to make them feel that 
their own national government had come, that they were 
defending their newly won freedom - would be completely 
illustrated when they saw this old picture again, with even 
the old labels on. The continuation of the India Office 
which has been a symbol of evil to us, would confirm this 
pl(^re. It has almost been taken for granted for sometime 
psst that the India Office would soon disappear as it was 
an anatibrcmism. But now ws are told that even this undevirabli 
relic of a past age is going to continue. 

picture of the government, which was so like the old 
in all asssntlel, features, is ^ch that we oannot fit into 
it, ITomedXy ica wo^d liave had Utile difflcalty in disj^ing 
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of this aatter for it is so far removed from all that 
we have striven for, hut in the circumstances of today 
we were prepscred to give full consideration to every 
proposal’ which migt^t lead to an effective organisation 
of the defence of India. The perieil that faces India 
affects us more than it can possibly affect any foreigner, 
and we are anxious and eager to do our utmost to face 
it and overcomeT it. But we cannot undertake responsi¬ 
bilities when are not given the freedom and power 
to shoulder them effectively and when an old environment 
continues which hampers the national effort. 

While we cani-ot accept the proposals you have made, 
we want to inform you that we are yet prepared to assume 
responsibility provided a truly national government is 
formed. We are prepared to put aside for the present all 
ouestions about the future, though as we have indicated, 
we hmld definite views about it. But in the present, 
the VatlSa^al Gtovernment must be a cabinet government with 
full power and must not merely be a continuation of the 
Viceroy*s Executive Council. In regard to defence we 
have already stated what, in our opinion, the position 
should be at present. We feel that such an arrangement 
is the very minimum that is essentialjfibr the functionirng 
of a ITational Gtovernment and for making the popular appeal 
which is urgently needed. 

We would point out to you that the suggestions we have 
put forward are not ours only but may be considered to be the 
unanimous demand of the Indian people. On these matters 
there is no difference of opinion among the various groups 
and parties^ and the difference is as between the Indian 
people as a idiole and the British Government. Such differcoice 
as exist in India relate to constitutional changes in the 
:l^ture, W* are agreeable to the postponement of this Issue 






* 

so that the largest possible measure of unity might be 
achieved in the present crisis for the defence of India. 

It would be a tragedy that even when there is this unanimity 
of opinion in India, the British Gtovernment should prevent 
a free National Government from functioning and from serving 
the cause of India as well as the larger causes for which 
millions are suffering and dying today. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd. Abul Nalaa Azad. 


The Rt. Hon.Sir Stafford Cripps, 
5, Queen Victoria Road, 

Hew Delhi. 


On the 11th of April Cripps replied to me in the 
following terms 


5, Queen Victoria Road. 

Hew Delhi,the 11th April,1942 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I was extremely sorry to receive from you your letter 
of April 10th expressing the rejection by the Congress 
Working Committee of His Majesty’s Government’s draft decla^ 
ration. 

I will not deal with those points whixdii are covered 
by the original resolution of your Committee which you sent 
me, as they were clearly not the reason for your decision . 

Hor need I go into the question of the division of 
duties between the Defence Minister and the Commander-in- 
C^hief as War Member with which you deal at length. This 
division allotted to the Defence Minister all functions 
outside those actually connected with the General Head¬ 
quarters Havy Headquarters and Air Headquarters whidbi are 
under the Commander-in-Chlef as head of the fighting forces 
in India, 


In addition^ 
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Xn addltlQii to thos# foncticms in the narrow 
field of "Defence” it wee suggested that a3J. other 
portfolios relating to that subject such as 

Home Department - Internal order, police, refugees etc. 

Tin ace Department - ill war finance in India. 

Commnications Department - Bailwajs, roads, transport 

etc. 

Supply Department - Supplies for all fo rces and 

mu^tions. 

Information and Broadcasting Department > propaganda, 

publicity etc. 

Civil Defencd Department ~ A.R.F. and all forms of 

Olvllian defence. 

Legislative Department - Regulations and orders. 

Labour Department - Man Power. 

Defence Department - Administration and Indian 

personnel etc. 

should be put in the hands of representative Indians as 
members of the Executive Council. 

Nothing further could have been done by way of 
giving responsibility for Defence services to representative 
Indian members without jeopardising the immediate defence 
of India under the Commander-in-Ghief, This defence is, 
as you knowy a paramount duty and responsibility of His 
Majesty's Government, while unity of Command is essential 
in the interests of the Allied help to India. 

The real substance of your refusal to take partln 
a Sational (Jovernment is that the form of Government 
suggested is not such as would enable you to rally the 
Indian people as you desire. 

You make two suggestions.' First that the constitution 
Mght now be changed. In this respect I wtmld point out that 
you made this suggestion for the first time last nig^t, 
nearly three weeks after you had received the proposals. 


mnd I 


* o 
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and I would forth^Kr remark that every other representative 
with whom I have discuased this view has accepted the 
practical iapossihility of any such legislative change 
in the middle of a war and at such a moment as the 
present* 

Second you suggest " a truly Efational Government*’ 
be formed, which must be a "cabinet Gtovemment with 
full power." 

Without constitutional changes of a most complicated 
character and on a very large scale this would not be 
possible, as you realise. 

Were such a system to be introduced by convention 
under the existing circumstances, the nominated cabinet 
(nominated presumably by the major political organisations) 
would be responsible to no one but itself, could not be 
removed and would in fact constitute an absolute dictatorshi 
of the majority. 

This suggestion would be rejected by all minorities 
in India, since it would subject all of them to a permanent 
and autocratic majority in the Cabinet. Nor would it be 
consistent with the pledges already given by His Majesty’s 
Government to protect the rights of those minorities. 

In a country such as India where communal divisions 
are still so deep an irresponsible majority Government 
of this kind is not possible. 

Apart from this, however, until such time as the 
Indian peoples frame their new constitution. His Majesty’s 
Government must eontlnue to carry oat its duties to those 
large sections of thi Indian people to whemt it has given 
its pledges* 
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The proposals of His Majesty's Governront went 
as far as possible short of a complete change in the 
coiuBtitution which is generally acknowledged as 
cable in’be circustances of today. 

Vhile therefore both I and His Majesty's Government 
recognise the keen desire of your Working Committee to 
carry on the war against the enemy by every means 
in their power, they regret that your Working Committee 

has not seen its way •fco join in the war effort upon 

sincerely offered the only conditions 
the conditionB/_which could have brought together ai 1 

the different communities and sections of the Tn<^j , 

people, 


Tours sincerely, 

Sd/- Stafford Cripps 
I propose to publish this answer. 


Haulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Birla House, 

HEW DELHI. 


I wrote bacik to him on the same day:- 


Birla House 
Albuquerque Road 
New Delhi. 

April 11, 1942. 


Dear Sir Stafford, 

I have just received your letter of April 10th 
and. I must confess that my colleagues and I were consi¬ 
derably surprised to read it. I am sending you this 
reply immediately and can only deal briefly here with 
some of the points you have raised. 

The points covered hy our original resolution are 
important and represent my Conmiittee'B well-considered 
views on the British proposals as a idiole. But we 
pointed out to you that so far as the proposals relate 
to ths future they migtit be set aside, as we were 
aiso^oua to asauiw responsibility for India's government 
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and defence in this hour of danger. This responsibility 
could only be undertaken, however, if it was real respon¬ 
sibility and power. 

As regards the division of functions between the 
Defence Minister and the War Minister you did iKjt give 
illustrative lists, as requested by us, and referred 
us to the previous list of the Defence Minister’s 
functions, which, as you know, we had been idaolly unable 
to accept. In your letter under reply you mention 
certain subjects, directly or indirectly related to the 
war, which will be administered by other departments. 

So far as the Defence Minister is concerned, it is clear 
that his functions will be limited by the first list 
that you sent, 

No one has suggested any restrictions on the normal 
powers of the Commander-in-Chief. Indeed we went beyond 
this and were prepared to agree to further powers being 
given to him as War Minister, But it is clear that 
the British Government’s conception and ours in regard 
to defence differ greatly. For us ti means giving it 
a nationsiL character and calling upon every man and 
woman in India to participate in it. It means trusting 
our own people and seeking their full cooperation in 
this great effort. The British Government’s view seems 
to be based on an utter lack of confidence in the Indian 
people azid in withholding real power from them. You 
refer to the paramount duty and responsibility of His 
Majesty's Government in regard to defence. That duty 
and responsibility cannot be diB<^arged effectively 
unless the Indian people are made to have and feel their 
responsibility, and the recent past stands witness to 
this. The Government of India do not seem to realise 
t&at the war ean only be fou^t on s popular besls* 

. .. ^ . .. . .. 
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Tour statement that we have for the first time after 
three weeks suggested a change in the constitution is 
hardly correct. In the course of our talks reference 
was made to it, hut it is true that we did not lay 
stress onjt as we did not want to introduce new issues. 

But when you stated explicitly in your letter that we 
had agreed that no constitutional changes could be made 
during the war, we had to deny this and correct your 
impression. 

It is the laet part of your letter that has expeciallj 
surprised and pained us. It seems that there has been 
a progressive deterioration in the British (Jovernment*s 
attitude as our negotiations proceeded. What we were told 
in our very first talk with you is now denied or explained 
away. You told me then that there would be a National 
GJovernment which would function as a Cabinet and that 
the position of the Viceroy would be analogous to that 
of the King in England vis-ar-vis his Cabinet, In regard 
to the India Office, you told me, that you were surprised 
that no one had so far mentioned this important matter, 
and that the practical course was to have this attached 
or incorporated with the Dominion’s Office, 

The whole of t^iis picture which you sketched before 
us has now been completely shattered by what you told 
us during our last interview. 

You have put forward an argument in your letter 
which at no time during our talks was mentioned by you. 

You refer to the ’absolute dictatorship of the majority,* 
It is astonishing that su^ a statesient should be made 
in this connection and at this stage. This difficulty Is 
inherent in any scheme of a mixed cabinet formed to meet 
an emergeaii^, but there are many ways in i^ch it can be 
provided for. Had you raised this question we would have 





discussed it and found a satisfactory solution. The 
whole approach to this qnukstion has been that a mixed 
cabinet should be formed and should cooperate together* 

¥e accepted this. We are not interested in the Congress 
as t-uch gaining power, but we are interested in the 
Indian people as a idiole having freedom and power. How 

• 

the Cabinet should be formed and power. How the Cabinet 
should be formed and should function was a question 
which mi^t have been considered after the main question 
was decided; that is, the extent of power which the 
British Government would give un to the Indian people. 
Because of this we never discussed it with you or even 
referred to it. Nevertheless you have raised this 
matter for the first time, in what is presumably your 
last letter to us, and tried most unjustifj ‘‘'''ly to 
sidetrack the real issue between us. 

You will remember that in my very first talk with 
you, I pointed out that the communal or like questions 
did not arise at this stage. As soon as the British 
Government made up its mind to transfer real power and 
responsibility, the other questions could be tackled 
successfully by those concerned. You gave me the 
impression that you agreed with this approach. 

We are convinced that if the British Government did 
not pursue a policy of encouraging disruption, all of 
ns, to vdiatever party or group we belonged, would be 
able to come together and find a common line of action. 
But, unhappily, even in this grave hour of peril, the 
British Government is unable to give up its wrecking 
policy. We are driven to the conclusion that it attaches 
more importance to holding on to its rule in India, as 
long as it can, and promoting discord and disruption 
here with that end in view, than to an effective defence 
of India ai^ainst ^ aggression and invasion that overhang 
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us • To us, and to all Indians, liie dominant consideration 
is the defence and safety of India, and it is by that 
test that Tie judge. 

Ton mention that you propose to publish your 

letter to me, I presume that you have no objection noir 

to our publishing our original resolution, your letters 

> 

to us, and our letters to you. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd, Abul Ealam Azad. 


The Right Hon’ble Sir Stafford 

Cripps, 

5, Queen Tictoria Road, 

NEW DELHI. 
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S3ctract8''froB strictly oenfidential 
lettez« - labile General Iteptt: 

Itrt St, Geerge 12th May, 19»2-^uly, 1942. 






<U^‘io4i<A Tf'vexi.^^ 




At s meeting of the Congress ^eglslatAve 
Party, Iteidras, resoltxtions were passed at the instanee 
of Shri C, Bajgopalaehari Ahe to the effect that 
a national Government was necessary for the effieient 
defence of India and that to achieve this end 
the lbislim demand for Pakistan might be conceded. 

These resolutions have had a mixed reception, the 
moderate Press welcoming and Extr^ist Press 
condemning them. The All India Congress Committee 
at its recent session at Allahabad has turned the 
proposals down. 


I Ab^h !3, t94g. 


The wongress Cominittee throughout the Province 
\ Madras ) observed the' national week beto'sen the 
6th and 1 Jth ^ril when I ublie meetings were held 
xhe students of a^afamundhry and Jimalapjran In -East 
Godavari District Are reported to have observed 
Anti-Japanese Day on 12th April 1942 when speeches 
were made exhorting the audience to :^eo the 
Japanese aggression boldly. 


The socialists and the members of the Muslim 
i-eagge stronrly suppprt I.lr, C. feajgopa:! achari' r; 

attitude , the former because openly at least they 
have changed their vlew^ with the advent of Bossla 
on the side of the ALllfls and the latter ( Muslim 
League) because of Ba^gopcG.aohari*e proposal to 
concede their claim for Pakistan but among ordinary 
Bindum, the opinion is sharply divided, only a aaaall 
minority being in favour of hie eoheme* Shri C. 
^jgepalachari is counteracting this feeling taking 
the line that unless India flgh'ts the Japanese, 
Indians are never likely te be treated with respect 
nor be in a position to obtain any concession from 
the Japanese in the event of a successful Invasion. 

_ tJLSJt -• ••••••• 


Mr. Bajgopalaoharl is touring the Southern 
Districts of Madras to propogate his scheme. The 
attendance at hl^ meetings were no doubt large but 
there were Interptions from sections of audienee. 

He appears to bd confident of cariying thcjfTeaillBade 
with him but doubtful of Andhradesa. Andhralte are 
against him, it is said, because he is considered 
to be responsible for tl^ set back in the feraaticn 
of Andhra province • 
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C* ilte^gopalachain resigned hie membership ef 
the Cengress party fallowing a threat of disciplinary 
action by the TamHaad Congress Committee, This is 
generally regarded as dne to the realization that he 
would be nnabLe to change the official congress 

S elitics. He has also resigned his membership of 
adras Assembly party. 


m..Y, 15. mzr 

At a meeting of the Congress Legislative party 
held on July 15, 1942, the previous resolution passed 
by that body at the instanq^ of Mr. C. Ra^gepalabhari 
aehnewledging the Muslim Legue claim far separation 
Qwd urging the foimiation of a Hatlenal Government was 
eanoelled» A resolution was jessed at that meeting te 
the effect that members should net participate in 
prepeganda being carried out by seme of them against 

Congress. A few Congress members 

of the Legislatives, Provinc:^al as well Central , 
resigned their membership to support Hr. Hajgopalacharl. 


The Congress working Committee which met at 
Allahabad under the Presidentship of Maolana Abnl Kalam 
Azad from i^rll 27 te May 1, 1942 approved of the 
following resolution. 

The Committee considered the two res elutions 
passed by the Madras Legislature party under the 
presidency of Shri Rajagepalaeluiiriar. The President 
ebsexrved that the resolutions passed by the Madras 
Legislature were at variance with the declared pelley 
of the Congress. Mb a responsible member of the Working 
committee SSasrl Bajagepalaefaarlar should have avoided 
all asseeiatien with the two resolutions• If he felt 
strongly em the subject he should have discussed the 
matter with his eelleagues of the Working Committee 
before giving expression te his views. In the event of 
his being unable te earry the Working Committee with 
him. It was open te him te resign and then prep<mate 
his views. Shri Rajagepalaehariar admitted that knowing 
as he did the views of his colleagues of the Working 
Committee on the subject , he should have first talked 
the nutter ever with thm before moving the two 
resolutions at the Congress Assembly Party in Maftras. 

Re me however unable te withdraw the two reeelutiens 
as they represented his oensid^^red views. In his letter 
of resignation addressed te the President, he e^q^rOssed 
his regret for publicly ventilating hie views sma on 
a hlj^y eontroversial question before consulting the 
President. 


( S^en fellendi4 a copy of the letter from 
C'm ^lagopalachariar te Maulana Sahib,# 
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Vi) 0 /K^^p C-«A«w.»w<JbGr^ 

k Meeting •f the WeAliag Ceoalttee was held 
at Wardha froa €th ta H July, 1942 uMer the 
Preaideatship of Haulam Ahul Ealaa Azad* JSmmng those 
oho atteaAed were Shrimatl Sarojlni Haidu, 

Jawaha)ed.8l Hehra, Tallahhhhal Patel, Ra^endra Prasad 
S.. B. Past, and d. B. Krlpalani* Khaa AMul Ghaffar 
Klian, Jairamdas Doulatrain and Barendra Dee attended 
hy special invitation* Gandhiji was also present a$ 

-r the afternoon sittings* SHie first resolution passed 
by the Coamittee related to th e election of delegates 
to the Congr ess whfch nas oeen pomtponpd ror two *" 
years.“It ws resolved that the general elections 
he held this year by October 31, !942* It was also 
resolved that the Provincial Congress Committee may 
take steps to arrange new elections of the subordiaaHe 
Congress Committees on the basis of the new register* 

*TL Jhe.Second resolution d ealt with Compensation fo r 

li^^s ^ seized by the Govt: for Military purposes* 
Ska graKtltTot aacgas fita ta gtro xmck oompdnsaAk 

laa la Iha ai n utra * The Committee dealt with every 
aspect of this question and gave detailed suggestions 
as regards the paympnt of compensation in each ease. 


■Jl* The main resolution was on the National 

Deman d« It reads as follows:- 

Events happening from day to day, and the 
experience that the people of India are passing 
through, confirm the opinion ©f Congressmen that 
British rule in India must end immediately, not 
merely because foreign domination, even at Its best, 
is an evil itself and a continuing injury to the 
subject people, but because India in bondage can 
play no effective part in defending herself and 
in affecting the fortunes of the wmw war that is 
desolating humanity* The fre dom of India is thus 
necessary not only in the interest of India but also 
for the safety of the World and for the ending of 
Basism, Ihcism, militarism and other forms of 
in5>eriallsia and the aggression of one nation over 
another. 


The resolution then deals with the efforts 
of the Indian National Congress not to embarras the 
Govtf since the out break of the ^World War in the 
hope that the real power would be transferred to 
popular representatives • These hopes however as the 
resolution says wttkxd been - dashed to pieces. The 
abortive Wripps proposals showed in the clearest 
possible manner that there was no change in the 
British Government's attitude towards India and that 
the British hold on India wem in no way to be 
relaxed» —— This WMtmm frustration led to wide 
spread Increase of ill-will against Britain and a 
growing satisfaction at the success of Japanese aniuii^4>4x 
WftwidLng Committee viewed with great apprehension 
She Congress would change the present ill-will againit 
Britain , continues the resolution , into good will 
and m^e India a willing partner in a joint 
enterprise of eeouring freedom of^t^te nations and 

of ^he world and in the WoiaH and 
tribulntiona vdileh aeeonpe^ it * 
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This is only poerihle if India feels the ^ew of 
freedom. 

The Confess held the British respensihle for 
the eeniBBiiBal problem of the oeimtry and the resolution 
said that " Oaaly after the ending of foreign 
dismlnation and intervention^ can the present imrealljy 
give plBcr to reality, and the people of India belong¬ 
ing to all groups and parties, faced India’s problems 
and solve them on a mutually agi^ed basis • For the 
first time In India *8 history, realisation will come 
home that princes, Jagirdars, Zamlndars, and property 
and monied classes drive their wealth and property 

A. 

from the workers in the fields and factories and 
elsewhere, to whom essentially power and authority 
must belong. On the withdrawal of British rule in Itift 
India responsible men and women of the ooimtry will 
oome together to form a provisional Govt:, represen¬ 
tative of all important sections of the people of F' 
India which will later evolve a scheme whereby a 
Constituent Assembly can be convened in order to 
prepare a constitution for the Govt* of India 
acceptable to all sections of the people. The Congress 
assured the British Govt: that their withdrawal 
from India would only lead to better relations 
between the two countries and help in resisting of 
aggression and helping China. The resolution 
concludes with the following warning :- 

^Should however this appeeJ. fall, the 
Congress cannot view without the gravest apprehension 
the continuation of the present state of affaire, 
limrolving a progresive deterioration in the 
situation and weakening of India *8 will and power 
to a?osist aar^yi»ai^4 ana« laie Coa^ress will then be 




reluctantly compelled to utilise all the non-Ylelent 

JKjbnqsS^ strench it might have gathered since t920. 

Stoch a wide-spread struggle would inevitably be under 

the leadership of Gandh^Jee. JKb the issues raised 

were thou^t to be of far reaching iJi^ortance to the 

people of India as well as to the peoples of the finite 

United fiat ions, the Werklng C-mmittee ref er^ them to It 

the A«I..C.C* for final decision. Por this purpose 

the A.I.C.C. will meet in Bombay on Aug’jst 7,1942. 

The represent at inns from Tamil fiadu, 

indhra, Kamatak to take disciplinary action against 

airi Rajagopalachariar for carrying on propaganda 

contrary to the policy of the Congress were considered 

The Committee decided that the Tamil Nadu P.C.C, was 

ooB^setent to take disciplinary action against Shri 

Ba;Jagopalaohariar if his activities constitute a lank 
Congress 

breach of^discijillne 


The Congress Working Committee met in Bombfcy 
under the Presidentship of Mnulana Abul Kalam Azad 
from'^iSiiiA 5t ^e 8» 1942» 2?he Committee meeting was 

». L 

attended by Saro^ni Nadu, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhal 

^ A 

Patel , Asaf All, Syed Mahmud besides others. The 
Committee passed what has since been popularly called 

the Quit Ixuiia resolution. 

—— - - - ^ 

The A.I.C.C. at its meeting held at Bombay 

on August 7 , and 8, 1942 while endorsing the 

^resolution of the Working Committee declared that the 

* ■*> 

immediate ending of British &3le in India is an urgent 
necessity both for the sake of India and for the 
success of the cause of United fiatlons* 








The Cemmlttee viewed with dismay the 
deterleratlon of the eltuatlen on the Russian and 
Chlneee fnonts and while appreciating their 
heroism called upon the dllied Nations to examine 


the foiandatlons of the policy so far pursued by 

the Allied Nations , which have led t© repeated and 

disastrous failiare. It Is net by adhering to such 

alms and policies and methods that failure can be 

converted into success, for past experience has 

shown that failure is inherent in them. These 

policies have been based not on freadom so much 

as on the domination of subject and colonial 

countries, and the continuation of imperialist 

tradition and method. The possession of empire, 

^JLnstead of adding to the streng+h of +he rullnr 

Power, has becore a burden and a cnrse. India, 

the ha classic land of modern ingje rial ism, has 

beceme the crux of the question, for by the 

freedom of India will Britain and the United 
Nations be judged , and the people of Asia and Afrlci 

be filled with hope and enthusiasm. The ending 

of British rule in this country is thus a vital 

and ft inuftediate issue on which depend the future 
of the war an*' the success of freedom and democracy 

A free India will assure this success by throwing all 

her great resources in the struggle for freedom and 

against the aggression of nazism, fascism and 

Imporlallsm. This will not only affect materially 

the fort^mes of the war. but will bring €0.1 subject 

and oppressed h>^n^ tv on the side of the United 
nations, and give these nations, vdiose ally India 

would be the moral end spiritual leadership of the 





9 ^^1 oontinua ^ 
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the ngnebel-jof British io^jerialiaiB and the taint of 

that loperiallam will affect , the fortnnes of all the 
United Nations* 


The perlli ©f today, therefore, neceesitates the 
Independence of India and the ending of British 

domination* So future promises or guarantees can 

» 

effect the present situation or meet that peril. They 
cannot produce the needed fqc psychological effect on 

the mind of the masses. Only the glow of freedom now 

can release that energy and enthusiasm of millions of 

people which will immediately transform the nature 

of the war*. 

The A.I.C.C*, therefore repeats with all 
emphasis the demand for the withdrawal of the British 
Power from India.* On the declaiation of India’s 


independence, a Provisional Gtovts will be formed 
and Pree India will become an ally of the United 

Nations, sharing with them in the trials suid 
tribulations of the joint enterprise of the struggle 
for freedom. The Provisional Govt: can only be formed 
by the co-operation of the principal parties and 
groups in the country. It will thus be a composite 


government, representative of all important sections^ 
of the people of India. Its primary functions m st 

be to defend India and resist aggression with all 
the armed as well as the non-violent forces at its 
command, together with Its Allied powers, to promote 
the well-being and progress of the workers in the 
fields Sind factories and elsewhere to whom essentlaljry 

all power and authority must belong. The Provisional 


Govt: will evolve a scheme for a Constituent Assembly 
which will prepare a constitutibn for the Govt: of 


India accept^able to ell sections of the people • 
This oon*tltution» according to the Congress view 
should he a tf^sral ons, with the li^gest meAmrt 
kZ iSedarattng unlts^ with the 
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residuary powers vesting In tlacse units. The 
future relations l>etween India and the wAllied Hat ions 

will be adjusted b representatives of all these 

free eonntries conferring together for their 

»utual advantage and for their co-operation, in 

the comaion tash of resisting aggression* Freedom 

will enable India to resist aggression effeotivelv 

with the with ttw weoples* united will and 

strength behind it • 

The freedom of India must be the symbol of 

and prelude to the freedom of all other Asiatic 

nations under forelg-n dominations. Burma, Malaya 

Indo-China, the Dutch Indies, Iran and Iraq must 

also attain their complete freedom. It must be 

clearly understood that such of these countries as 

are under Japanese control now must not te 

subsequently be placed under the rule or control 
of any other colonial Power. 

While the A.I.C.C. must primarily be 

concerned with the independence and defence of 

India in this hour of danger, the Committee is of 

opinion that the future peace, security and ordeaTed 

progress of the world demand a World Federation 

of free nations, and on no other basis can bhe 

problems of the modem world be solved. Such a 
World Federation would ensure the freedom of its 

constituent nations, the prevention of aggression 

and exploitation b one nation over another, the 
protection of national minorities, the advancement of 

all backward areas and peoples, and the pooling of 

the world’s resources for the ceismen good of all. 

On the establishment of such a World federation, 

disarmament would be pzeictloable In ell countries, 
national armies, navies and air forces would no 





longer be neceesary, and a federal Def’ence 

Ibrce woiald keep tbe world peace and prevent 

aggresBlon* 

An. independent India would gladly ^oin such 
a World Federation and co-operate on an equal basis w 
with ether nations in the solution of international 
prebLems. 

Such a Federation shoxild be open to all 

nations who agree with its fundamental principles. 

In view of the war, however, the Federation must 
inevitably, to begin with, be confined to the 

United Nations. Such a step taken now will have a 

most powerful effect on the jwar, on the people of 

the Axis countries, and on the peace to come. 

The Committee m. regretfully realises, however 

that despite the tragic and overwhelming lessens of 
the war and the perils that overhang the '^?orld, 

the governments of few ooimtries are ye+ prepared 

to take this inevitable step towards World Federation 

The reaction oi oue British Government and the 

of the foreign press also 

ma]Se it clear that even the obvious demand for 

India’s Independence is resisted, though this 

has been made essentially to meet the present 

peril and to enable India to defend herself and help 

China and Bussia in their hour of need. The Committee 

is anxious not to embarras in any way the defence of 
China and Bussla, whose freedom is precious and 

must be prresearved, or to the defensive 

capacity of the United Nations. But the peril grows 

both to India and these nations and inaction and 
submission to a foreign administration at this stage 

is not degradia^ India and reducing her 

e^pacity to defbn^ herself and resist aggreasion. 




* io 

but io ao aaower t© thai growing periir and is 
no service -fco the peoples ojf the United Nations* 

The earnest appeal of the Woricing Conmiittee to 

Great Britain and the United Nations has so far 

net with no response, and the criticisms made 

in many foreign quarters have shown an ignorance 

of India’s eoid the world’s need, and sometimes * 

even hostility to Indl’s freedom, which is 

significant of a mentality of domination and 

racial superiority which cannot he tolerated by 
a proud people conscious of their strength and 

of the Justice of their cause. 

The A»X.C.C. would yet again, at this 

last moment, in the Interest of world freedom, rene 

« 

this appeal to Britain and the United Nations, 

But the Committee feels that it is no longer 
Justified in holding the nation back from 
endeavouring to aesert its will against an 
imperialist and authoritarian government which 
dominates over it and prewents it from functioning 
in its own lntei*est and In the interest of humanity 
The Committee resolves, therefore, to sanction for 
the vindication of India’s inalienable right to 
freedom and independence, the starting of a mass 
struggle on non-violent lines on the widest 
possible scale, so that the country might utilise 
€CL1 the non—violent strength it has gathered during 
the last twenty—two years of peaceful struggle* 

Such a struggle must inevitably be under the 
leadership of Gandhlji and the Committee requests 
him to take the lead and guide the nation in the 
steps to be taken* 

Tbe Committee appeals to the people of India 

to face the dangers and ha3?dsltips that will fall to 

ond and to hold 
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tuoddir “the 1 efiiclershlp of (^ndhiji^ and carry out hie 
instiructlons as disciplined soldiers of Ix^lan 

freedon. They must remember that non-violence is the 

basis of this movement. A time may come when it may 

not be possible to Issue instructions or for instructh. 

ions to reach our people , and when no Congress 
Committee can function. When tnio every 

mem and women who is participating in this movement 

must function for himself or herself within the 

four comers of the general instructions issued. 

Every Indian who desires freedom and strives for it 

must be his own guide urging him on along the hard 

road where there is no resting place and which leads 

ultimately to the independence and deliverance of 

India. 

Lastly, whilst the A.I.C.C* has stated its own 
view of the future government under free India, the 
A.I.C.C. wm wishes to make it quite clear to all 
concerned that by embarking on mass struggle it has 
no intention of gaining power for the Congress. The 
power, when it comes, will belong to the whole people 
3f India. 





OBFSNCB Oi^ IH3IA 

Maulana Azad an p&opl6s*^adiness to talcs Arms, 

!2?he seriousness of the danger which confronted 
India to-day was referr .d to and the duties of 
the people in the present circumstances were explained 
by the Congress President addressing a rally of 
Civil l^a^otection Corps Volunteers organised by the 
North Calcutta Congress Committee at Calcutta on 
May 17» 1942» 

After dealing with the present situation^ 
i:he Congress President said that Indians YJere 
ready to make sacrifices and even to take up arms 
to dofenok their motherland against the aggressor. 

But they were denied tiiat prAvilege, So their duty 
now should bo to serve their fellownen in theiee 
critical rimes and relieve their distress and 
sufferings resulting from the oxegencies of the 
present circumstances* 

The Maulana Sahib exhorted the volunteers 
•to remain true to their pledge of serving their 
fellov;men and expressed the hope that they would 
spare no pains to r^-deem the pledge in a worthy?’ 
manner* 

Ho exhorted every one connect -d with the corps 
to see that they were never found wanting in 
courage when called upon to serve their countrymen* 

In particular, he stressed, that in the organisation 

* 

to which they belonged, numbers did not count. 

What did count was the spirit of service and 
sacrifice for each individual volunteer "* 

( Hindustan Time May 18, 1942 ) 
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CDH(m33S & (Xtm PHOTSCCIO"^. 

YOLUNTSSRS* OUTx. 

Maulana Azaci Explains At Calcutta Rally. 

Two rallies of volunteer corps raised by the Congress 
Civil Protection Coiiimit-tee were leld in Calcutta on Sunday, 
one in Central Calcutta add the other in ,South Calcutta. 

About a thousand volunteers participated in these demonstr¬ 
ations which were witnessed, among others, oy the Congress 
president, Ma'ilana Abul Kalam Azad. 

Addressing the deraonstratiJliiirs, maulana Azad explained 
Lo them the Congress*s self-protection and self-sufficiency 
prograjaue. He laid special emphasis on .ne aistinguishing 
characteristics of a volunteer, namely character and courage, 
which he thongh|;, were the two most essential things in carry¬ 
ing ouir sucoessi''uli y "ne casli of a -aoitDiC wf che Congress 

vol'tnteer cor os, esoe daily in emergen ci^ of the tyoe at 

A 

present^dre at suing. He exlior-ad everyone connected wioh the 
corps to see that in respect of courag® ■i-ta fortitude ohey 
were never found wanting viien called upon serve their coun¬ 
trymen. In partictilar, he stressed, in he organisation to 

* 

wh?.di they belonged, numbers did not count, VTnat duAcount 
was the sp±±it of service and sacrifice of each individual 
volunteer. 

( The A^iTita Bazar Patrice a, May 19, 1942 ) 






I3IMIM0US C0NGB2SS DSCISIOK- II®IA«S OBLIGATIOLIS a?0 

-- ' HiiJR DSFmOE 


Emphasizing that tha resolution^ ox the Congress 
Working Committee was a unanimous one, ilaulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the Congress President in an interview 
to the Associated Press at Wardha on July 14j 1942 
stated that the conaaittee had two main problems to 
taclcLe, one relatii^ig to the achievemont of Political 

independence and the och^r to meet the present situatst- 

« 

ion. 

He said that events Imd reached such a stage 
that it ]md become impossible for the Congross to wait 
£.nd watch passively. For nine days the cominittea 
discussed the resolution in all its aspects to see 
what should bo done and in what form to meet the 
present situation. He considered the Defence of India 
as of narailbunt importance and only Indian independence 
v/ould enable her to play her part ifx‘’ 3 ctively in the 
defence of the country. It my bo poesiblo to wait for 
the final achiovomont of India’s independence, but 

India’s obligations to her defence could not wait , 

• 

This point had been made cle- r in the resolution. 

He said that there should be no room for any 
misunderstanding, and hoped that the British Govt: 
and the Allied K.-tions would appreciate the position 
of the Congress. He denied that the resolution was 
an ultimatium and si id that it was only a reiteration 
of the national demand though there was a warning to 
the British Government, 

The Maulana added 5 Whatever shape the proposed 
movement takes it will be a mass movement ”, He 
reiterated that there was no longer any occasion for 
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r®st-^.tement of the Congress position vis-a-vis non- 
violence* The Congress position was ths-t Indians 

« 

defence could only be wtith the aid of armed forffes* 

He had explained this position to Mahatama Gandhi who 

• 

had appreciated the position of the Congress as such* 
As for himself , said the Llaulana, he would not 
ha site’te, to introduce conscription in India, but 
the presence of the British in the country had made 
things impossible, 

( Hindustan Times July, 10 , 1942,) 
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Ne Eoea for Negotiations . 

Indians iilght to IndeiJendence, 

Maulana Al^l Kalam Azad in an interview to the 
>✓ 

Associated Press in New iJelhi on du^y 21, replied 

to the iUestion whether there was any basis for the 
impression prevailing in certain quarters after the 
statements made by Mahtma Gandhi and Pt.dawaharlal Nehru 
that there was hardly any room left for any negotiation 

with the Congress, * If ” said the Maulana " this 

'yk 

refers to Indians icirtgg: right of independence^ St is 
certainly not a matter for negotiation. It is a fundamental 
principle which must be recognised by the United Nations, 

But if the question refers to arrangements for the duration 
of war, there is a clear procedure envisaged in the 
resolution of the Working Committee 

itself and there is no reason to suggest that there 
is no room for negotation. It is quite obvious to my 
mind that matters of this nature can only be settled 
by negotation. 

A* 

question - i^uppose there is a declaration on behalf of the 
United Ntitions guaranteeing Indians independence, will 
it satisfy what you regard as fundamental principle? 

Answer: - It will depend entirely on the form 

and contents of the jBeclaration and in any case I 

A 

can assure you that there is no reason why the Congress 
should not give the fullest consideration to any 
declaration of the kind you have mentioned. 


(Hindustan Times July 22\» 
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USDIA'S CA^'SBSSSNtraD TO tMITEO NATIONS« 


liaulana Abul Kalam Azad* Congress President, 
in an intervie?/ to the United Press on Thursday 
eveni ng ( July 17< 1942 ) at llev? Delhi emphasized 
that the Oongr&ss had been wedded to three Fundamental 
principles, sympathy for the Democracies, policy 
of non-embarassment to the War effort and the will 
to resist any aggression and in the resolution 
passed at Wardha the Congress had firmly adhered 
to tlose principles. The whole spirit of the 
resolution was one of presenting the case for Indians 

demand, which was dictated by the political 

* 

situation in the country, 

Wheth.-r any movement is to bo started 
inmodiately , Maulana Azad s’ id, would depend on 
certain developments. He said that the main 
anxiety of the Congress at this hour , was due to 
the fact that the defence of the country could 
never be organised to an effective and efficient 
degree unless the people could be made to think 
that their state v/as involved in tho War, which was 
to be fought in their own interest. 

The Congress President added that the Congress 
would not be satisfied with any thlsg but tho 
immediate declar.tion of independence and ht-nding 
over of power to Indians when the British Government 
made it perfectly clear that they were prepared to 
part with power and make India free, it would be 
easier for political parties in India to make 
adjustments and form a provisional Government 
pending such times when a const!Asserstbly 

m 

coaid agree t^en the final settlement, Ti:^ British 
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might turn to th© Congress or the League to 
accept the responsibility and th© Congress and th© 
League» Maulana Azad was sure, would consult each 
other to Torm a Government, Maulana A»ad went to 
the length of saying that he would not be sorry 
if the Congress were left out and Muslim League 

* 

v/ere given the pov’cr to form the Government but the 
only condition precedent would be the declare: tion 
of independence of India, 

In reply to the question what he thought 

would be the attitude of the Muslin masses in the 

% 

u 

event of civil dis(frbedence movement by the Congress 

A 

Maulana Azad said the.t the Congressite tAuslims 
would stand by the movenont and there was no reason 

to believe that Muslim League would stand against 

* 

that. In any case they viould not in erfer^ in any 
movement started by the Congress, 

The Congress President said that for the first 
time in the history of the Congress, a resolution 
was in actuality addressed not only to the British 

• • w • 

Government but to the United Nations, The U.S.A,, 
the Congress President continued, had become the 
main hope of the Democracies to-day and he expected 
th© right gesture would come from America*, 


( Hindustan. Times July 18^ 1942 ) 





Congress Position Explained > Maulana Azad^s stateiaent 


Beviewing the political siguation against the 
larger background of the international situation, 

Maulana Azad who was indisposed said at the residence 
of Asaf Ali at Delhi on July 1S, 19ii2, that India was 
placed on a most unenviable position today* On the 
one hand India was still a subject country dominated 
by British Imperialism and on the other hand it stood 
in imminent danger of invasion by new powerful forces 
of Axis group. The Congress had almost carefully and 
anxiously weighed the conse-iuencus of facing the 
situation* Continuing he s*iid that the Congress was 
fully convinced that it would be most dangerous for^ 
the people of a country to place the slightest reliance 
sweet promises ^ profession/! of the Axis powers which 
they are da^ly broadcasting. The Congress had 
carefully considered the whole situation and come 
to the conclusion that all forms of imperialism and 
militarism whether of the Japanese or German variety 
which aimed at subjugating other countries must be 
brought to an end. But the Congress felt sorry that the 
people of India were not free to organise in defence and 
were still treated as subjects of another country to be 
exploited. The Congress had, therefore, coiii» t© the 
conclusion for the first time in its history that it 
must place the country*s case before the United Nations 
whose professions must be put to the finad test* 

He then explained the scope of the resolution 
and informed Congress, Jamiat and Ahrar 




who had assembled, that the final decision 
would be taken at Bombay and necessary instructions 
would be issued at the appropriate tiB»« They 
should in the meantime give the widest publicity 
to the terms of the resolution and ask the 
people to hold themselves in readiness to respond 
to the final call of the country. 


(Hindustan Times July 1^^1942 ) 
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NO BOOM FOR HSGOTIATIORS 
INDIA* 3 RIGHT TO ipSPENDSHCB. 


Maulana Azad in an interview to the Associated 

A 

Prass at New Dellii on July ^ 21, 1942 replied to 
the question whether there was anj' basis for the 
impression prevailing in certain quarters after the 
statements made by Uahtma Gandhi and Pt, JawaharLal 
Nehru tha.t tiure was hardly any room left for any 
negotiation with the Congress, ” If** said the Maulana 
** 'Uhls refers to India*s right of independence, it 
is certainly not a Eat:>er for negotiation. It is a 
fundamental principle which must be recognised by 
the United H tions. But if the question referrs to 
arr'-ngwments for the dur...tion of the War, there is 


a clear procedure envisaged in the resolution of 

the working Commict:© itself and there is no reson 

♦ 

to suggest that there is no room for nogetiatioh^^. 


It is quite obvious :o my mind that matters of this 
nature can only be settled by negotiations, 

QUBSriOh; - Suppose there is a doclar.' tion on behalf 


of the United IR tions guranteoing India* s 
Independence, will it satisfy what you 
regard as fundamental principle ? 

AlOTBR It will depend entirely on -he form =.nd 

content of the declaration emd in any case 


I can assure jsou tha.t there is no reason 
why the Congress should not give the fulles 
consideration to any declaration of the 
kind you have mentioned, 

( Hindustan Timas Jjily’21, 1942 ) 






Maulana Ati^ul Kalatn Azad, the Congress President made 
the follovdng statement at a Press Conference this 
evening - (Monday, 27th duly, 1942) at New Delhi: 

" I have carefully watched the reactions of the \«orking 
Committee’s resolution and have come to the conclusion 
that in their anxiety to find fault with the Congress 
adverse circles have completely ignored the frank 
analysio of the political situation and constructive 
proposals and only concentrated on the last paragraph 
which nints at the conse<guences of the failure to take 
•timely steps. In doing so they have overreached themselves 
by drawing a lucid picture of anarchy and chaos; parti¬ 
cularly pleasing to tho^e who would invade India. 

It is the height of unvijlsdom to use so bharp a double — 

Io-IL'JLu 

edged weapon for w h^eh it is intended to affect public 
opinion in America and China, it si^llBS the Axis 
propagandists with the very material they would wish for, 

Siat Stafford Cripps’ broadcast to America marks the 
climax of this propaganda. He has studiously avoided 
the working Committee’s resolution becauoe it contains 
a complete anower to his entire agreement , He has 
selected for his basis a phrase or two from Mahatma 
dandhi’s writings torn out of their context. Mahatma 
Candhi will take care of their rais-repreoentations. But 
dir Stafford Gripps has either misunderstood or 
deliberately misinterpretted the Congress point of view. 
Commenting on the failure of the Gripps negotiations, 
the Working Committee has said that it has resulted in 
a sense of frustration and a rapid and wide-spread 
increase of ill-will against Britain, The Committee 
has ej^ressed its anxiety to avoid the experience of 
Malaya, Singapore and Burma, and it has desired to 
build up resistance to any aggression on or invasion 
of India bv 'the Jananese ©r anv foreign power* 




The Committee’s much-criticized resolution says:- 

•The Congress would change the present illwill 

against Britain into good-will and make India a willing 

partner in a joint enterprise of securing freedom for 

the nations and peoples of the world and in the 

trials and tribulations vdiich accompany it. This 

is only possible if India feels the glow of freedom”, 

On the withdrawal of British rule from India, the 

resolution visualizes a "Provisional Giovemment 
v<e. 

representation of all important sections of the 
people of India”. It further says, " Representatives 
of free India and representatives of fihiiinc Great 
Britain will confer together for the adjustment of 
future relations and for the co-operation of the 
two countries as allies in the common task of meeting 
aggression. It is the earnest desire of the congress 
to enable India to resist aggression effectively with 
the people’s united will and strength behind it,” 

”In making the proposal for the withdrawal of 
British rule from India, the Congress has no desire 
whatsoever to embarrass Great Britain or allied 
powers in their prosecution of the war or in any v.-ay 
to encourage aggression on India or increase pressure 
on China by the Japanese or any other power associated 
with the Axis Group, Nor does the '^ongress intend to 
jeopardise the defensive capacity of the Allied 
powers. The Congress is, therefore, agreeable to the 
stationing of the armed forces of the Allied powers 
in India, should they so desire, in order to resist 
Japanese or other aggression and to protect and 
help China, 

How all this can be interpretted by Sir Stafford 
Oripps as a demand for "walking out of India leaving 
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the country without any constitutional form of 
Government and with no organised administration ” fsaiie s 
foe*s comprehension. Infact vdiat is visualized in this 
resolution is a stable provisional Grovemment as the 
immediate result. 

I 

Another glaring misstatement which he has admitted 

» 

himself to broadcast to America is extremely dis- 
courageous* Describing the form of Government which 
he offered to representative Indian political leaders 
he Calls the Viceroy*s Executive Council ” a body of 
Ministers like those who advise your President*’, 

This analogy is as totally misleading as that other 
of the National Cabinet vd-th v.hich Sir Stafford Cripps 
tried to mislead India. If India ix *s defacto 
independence were recognised and if a President elected 
by the people of the country were at the helm of the 
state, the analogy of American Minister of State would 
be appropriate. 

Those who are trying to make out that the demand 
of India’s independence is unreasonable in the nidst 
of iftiar may pause to consider that Free’' India offers 
to throw its entire weight on the side of the Allies 
surely the negotiation and guarantee of Egypt’s 
independence did not present any difficulty in the way 
of the Allies even though Egypt has remained neutral. 

But Free India is committed to full participation in the 
United Nations fight for freedom and peace of the world. 

The Congress has no illusion the extent 

of the support which India's demand for independence may 
receive from those \dio have so far been their 

professions of sympathy. Ultimately India will have to 
depend entirely on such strength as she possesses for 
achieving her goal”. 





Indepand^ace First. 


\\ 

I repeat what I had told dir Stafford Cripps 
that once the British Govt, make up their mind to 
part with power and hand over the Government of this 
country to the people we shall produce an agreed 
solution for setting up a provisional composite 
Government within 24 hours, I am quite confident 

» 

about it, let them summon the Muslim League to form a 
Government, The Congress will not be sorry if the 
Government summons the Muslim League and give them 
power. But it must be real independence. The Congress 
is only concerned about that ”, This announcement was 
made by I«Iaulana Abdul Kalam Azad at a Press Conference 
today in reply to a question from an American corresponder 

Elucidating his point, the Congress President^said 
that he had particularly referred to the JMuslim League 
because the League’s name is being exploited in the 
present controversy. The Congress would have no objection 
if the power was transferred to the No-party leaders , 
Maulana oahib emphasized that once the Government would 
make up their mind the whole outlook of the parties 
would change and they would be in a more reeasonable 
frame of mind. 

At the outset, Maulana Sahib made it clear that 
for the first time the Congress had passed a resolution 
which was addressed to the United Nations* 

Negotation 

iieplying to a question from an American correspondeneae 
as to whether the Congress would be willing toqpen 
aegotiation with the British Govt if the United Natiens 
particularly Russia, China and America^ recognised 
tndia’s independence, the Congress President said, the 
rery procedure suggested in the working Committee's 
resolution pre-supposed negotiation. There was, however. 





no room for negotation for the question of recognition 
©f India*s ri^t to freedom. Any negotation must 
start vvith that basis. 

In reply to a question %diether he wanted a 
guarantee of freedom now or after the war, Maulana 
Sahib said:” I want a recognition of India*s freedom 
today”• 

Replying to other questions, the Congress 
President said that while they were not prepared to 
go back to the Gripps proposals any suggestion 
coming from the United Nations, once the fundamental 
question of the recognition of India’s independence 
was settled, would receive the*^careful consideration. 


Interregnum 


Several American correspondents, whose papers 
had criticised the Congress resolution on the ground 
that it did not provide for the interregnum between 
the abdication of the British Government and the 
setting up of an Indian Government, asked whether 
civil administration and the authority of the 
present Government would disappear during this period. 

That Vvas not the position vdiich the Congress had 
taken up, explained Maulana Azad. He was definitely 
of the opinion that once the British Govt, had 
decided to part with power there would be no 
interregnum and no chaos and anarchy. He made it 
clear that when they framed their resolution they 
had taken the most scrupulous care to see that the 
change aladced for did not weaken the position of 
the United Nations , and the organised civil 
administration to be set up would fully co-operate 
in the efforts of the United Nations to resist 
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aggression, Fundam^'tally the whole s tand was 
based on a desire to Tight Tor the longer cause 
oT the tnited Nations and India's deTence,” 

IHindustan Times, July 29, 1942 )• 




Azac^*s speech 
Bombay Sesaion of A.l.C.C* 
August 7 , 1942 . 


O 

Opening the proceedings, Maulana Ab^l Kalam 
Azad referred to the Allahabad Session of the A.I.C.C 
cind Said that the decision taken then was impelled by 
necessity. J-hey might forget evsrything but they coul’d 
not forget the decision taken then. 6n the failure of 
the Gripps mission the only cause open to them was to 
take the decision reached at Allahbad, namely , that for 
the effective defence of the country against foreign 
aggression the only cour^^e was to have the reigns of 
Government in India’s hands. Iwhen a nation was denied 
such authority, it could not effectively resist foreign 
aggression. 

Resisting Aggression 

The menace of aggression to India was evei^ increasing 

lo 

and the danger which only a distant one a few months ago 

A 

was fast approaching them. In the face of such danger, 
it would be a calamity to allow the people to grow sullen 
and down-hearted. The Congress wanted to see that 
every Indian youth took part in resisting aggression. If 
the people of India were indifferent and sxallen, the 
responsibility was not that of the flongress but that of 
the British Government. All appeals during the last 
three year to set up a national Government in India had 
been rejected by the British Government, 

If events had been allowecjfey the British to take a 
different shape, Indiana would have been wholeheartedly 
engaged in the war. The British attitude was one of 
not allowing Indians an opportunity to put their heart 
into the war in the service of humanity. 

The alte^matives. 

In the circumstanoes , said Maulana Azad, there were 
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■fcwo alternatives before the countiy.The first was 
to wait for the events that might happen. The 
second was to act and save the country from the 
threatened invasion. 

In order to instil enthusiasm into the people, 
they must be made to feel that in participating 
in the war they would be defending their own hearths 
and homes. One could not expect them to fight with 
sincerity unless they were sure that they were fighting 
for the prefiaetion of their own freedom. 

The Congress, Maulana Azad emphasized, had 
already declared that its sympathies were^th the 
democracies but there was no other way of saving India 
than by bringing about a political change in the country 


Freedom and War effort 


With the imminence of the danger from Japan, 

it was no longer so much a question of India’s freedom 

but of India’s protection. The fundamental test 

of the Congress demand, if it was granted, was 

hamper 

whether it would terawxJEwx the effective prosecution 


of the war.With all the responsibility which^on him 
as Congress President, he had not the slightest 
hesitation in saying that the freedom would mean a 
new life in their war effort auid the change would not 
endanger the cause of the United Nations, It must 
necessarily he|bp the cause and the purpose of the 
war. It had to be remembered that what they wanted 
was that the reigns of Government should be Indian 

A. 

hands. They did not demand the withdrawal of such 
ferces also from the country. But they did not realise 
that such a demand was not practicable. 

They wanted the successful termination of the war 


in favour of Boaocracies 
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No chaos meant 

If conditions were different , they would not 
hesitated 

have kcadcxtDBt to demand the complete withdrawal of 
the British from India even if it meant e^ftx)sing 
the country to the dangers of anarchy and civil war. 
The demand which was being put forward for a political 
change in the country was not of such a nature as 
to upset civil administration and law and order. 

They wanted a change which would help thd prosecution 
of the war and not -hiring about chaos. J-f fair piay 
and justice prevailed, the British Govemraent and 
their allies would not find them demand such as would 

z 

Jjiring about chaos and disorder in the country. 

i 

-^t was sheer travesty to interpr^ the Congress 
demand in the manner interpretted by Bir Stafford 
Gripps. 

Transfer of Power 


The Congress President explained that the 
»(huit India " demand did not mean the physical 
removal of a -1 the Britishers from India. It only 
meant the transfer of political power to Indian 
hands. After the demand had been originally made 
by Mahatma Gandhi,both Pt.Nehi-u and himself had gone 
to wardha to discuss the matter with Pdahatraa Gandhi 
who made it clear to them that it only meant the 
transfer of power. 

Continuing Maulana Azad said that events had 
reached such a pass that there was no time either 
for threats or for promises. They must ^[SlSfacts 
reasonably and act instantly. The Congress did 
not want promises nor did they want to make promises. 
The need of the hour was action and action right now 
on the part of the Congtess as well as the British 




-4- 


iTA# 

Government. Let the British Government sign India's 

CUv^ei ^ 

independence vmA simultaneously^*' li^e will sign our 
agreement to the United Nations to fight along with 
them against all aggressors. He could say with all 
the emphasis at his command or speaking with the 
responsibility attached to the Congress Presidentship 

that they would be prepared to sign such an agreement, 

• 

But were the intentions of the British Government 
honest*'^ Were they willing to grant the independence 
of India? Goncluding ifc.ftzad said the zero hour was 
fast approaching. They were making a final appeal 
to the British and to the United Nations and it was 
the duty of the latter to accept it if their eyes 
were not blind and their ears were not deaf. 
iHinaustan Times August B,1942) 
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KmALA Ljarmm for 3S35. 

AZgO^S APPOIMIliS'JT. 

Stenate Accepts Syndicate*s Recosnzindation. 

At the meeting of the Senate of the Calcutta Jniversi- 
ty yesterday (Saturday) Maulaaa Aoul Kalain Azad was apoointed 
Ksp>ua| Lecturer for the year 1935 the subject of the lectures 
being the Interactior||of I’'?asli 2 B and Ind.lan c’dltuTes---their ‘ 
syitliesis and c:avelop;a'"nt, 

AS' 

Kii-ALA LiCriBnsaP ^ 

Gcv:. rs.ABLi: hc I tor:. ::azl a a2^d, 

Calcutta, March 20, 

Their inabil.ty to inform k?:r 3 "a Ab’il kalan ^zad, 
yresilent of T,h. liivliaii iJational Congress, i.ovr in Cetentien as 
security erison:r under the Defenc'-^ -f I-'ii:. of the fact, 

tiat na has bea- appolurd '‘Kaualt Lectu •er" of the 


wc: 


alcutta ■Jniv--'’ .l':y for 1936, las coi-'-y-d to the 


Jthvarsity f>y the Goveiurnano of Indio i.i the >\olitic3l De-art- 
■' ent, 

The lector ai-r'^e-ed. to "-he ''niv T-ity on the matter 
staces that '’all correspondence x^.th him , -’st oe co-rfined to 
Che uembers of ns fa'll?.; and to oers-tial nnt domestic matt ns,» 
In viexr :,f this, the aut-i riti^s of "he University 
lave decided to post-'cne the lecture fgrr hist year till the 
laulana Aaurib is released. 


( The A-rita Bazar Patriha, i.-:rei 2l, 194? ) 




BI3GU]-I A2AD 

\iife Of Congress President. 


Calcutta, April 9*-- Begura Azad, 
Abial Kalaift Azad, expired at 6 this riorning. 

Her condition becaiae very grave a 
oxygen was applied. 

Begun Asad, vio was 45, has neon i 
years. A hill?, .in iosued earlier ti; s we.:-: 


sufierir.g fron tuberculosis and had 


revel'.- 


added thac srie was very evionsly ill end 1 
question of lays for th? eod to cor.?. l”n? : 


place 


c 

at th'? Mpniktola burial 

A 


vro'o/r 


U 


Anoiig those wiio called a': the re si 
this norning following h?r death we-''? hr, 
ilrs. Labanya irobha-jfurta, hr. J. C. Gupra 


0 roi 


an. 


the fnj'oral 4' Beg’uo isad c.ool: pi a 
at tha Ileinon harial ground at ra.-.iditolla. 


( Tne 


.4 


'a c'aear Patrika, 


-LJ 


10 


/I A 


^■■rife of Maul ana 

about 3 a.m. when 

11 for about two’ 
stated t'lac she was 
cd di.arrhoea. It 
t was only a 
funeral ■'HI take 
• elcd: this afternoon, 
nnice of SegiLU Azad 
iron 5ani:ar Hoy, 

“^nd haul ■=na hohanad 

ce rhls aft?rnoon 


L943 ) 
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CHIPPS l®GOiriATIOKS 3B0KS OB DSFSNCB 
AZ4D«S BSTOET^ TO C. K. 

* 0 m * 

• • • « 

A 

The Cidpps negotiations broke down on dsTence 

« 

alone and Ur, Ea^agopalachari* s statement to the 
contrary is entirely baseless/ said Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azadj the Congress President in.an interview 
to the Associf ted Press at Calcutta on June 1942, 

The Maulana was re£‘erring to Ur, liajagopalachar# 
speech at Coimbatore in which he was reported to have 
said " The statement th t control over defence was 
denied in any circunst nces represented the position 
as it stood when the Cripps xiegotiations started, 
but at subsequent st< ges it becane clear that as 
a result of cable exchanges, the British Govts were 
prepared to modify the position and gave us a part 
in defence also* The negotiations bwof>ke over othsr 
points and not dofence^^ 

The Maulana adds *' Whan ny friend has discavered 
a new ere 3d all of a sudden that fr edom or no 
freedom , control over defence or no control, 
National Government at the Centre or no national 
Government at all l|a should resume Provincial 
MinisteTies which v/e have given up no ststemont from 

m 

him surprised me, I would only say that all the 
documents in connection with the Cripps Mission have 

m « 

bean published, Thejeo are easily available. Every 
one who has read the correspondence betivaen Sir 
S-t^afferd and myself can say unhesitatingly^ that the 
statement of Ea^aji is absolutely baseless,*' 

" In the very first interview with Sir Stafford 
Cripps, I had said with duo emphasis that the 
of events have carried the Indian prohlera to such a 







3 




stage that we are not much concerned febout the futui^; 

the real question is that of the present. The plan 

offered by the draft declaration does not say anything 

* 

positive about the present, B*Jt the negative side of 

the matter is quite clear. It shows that defence will 

» 

remain wholly in British control. The Congress will 
never agree to it. 

As our negotiations proceeded further on^ 

■naturally many other problems came under discussion 

but the main point of our discussion reraainad the 

^ * 

question of dence. 

K 

''when I handed over the resolution of the Codgi’ass 

Working Comnitteo to Sir Strfford on April 2, 1942, 

he said that ha was cabling co London fx’on where he 

expected a specific reply. He Iherofore requostod the 

¥ 

Comittoj not bo i'»ublish the resolutions. On April 7, 
he sent me the now proposal of the British Government 
about D-fence, Ic was rejected by the vYorld.ng CoLrnibbej 
because although it concaii:ed in appoi ranee a seat 
for an Indian represent-tive as a Defence Homber, in 
reality ho was given no share in bhe control of Ojfence 
As I had promised Col, Louis Johnson feo give him a 
chance of intervention, if our talks did not succeed, 

he was, therefore apprised of the situation. Col, 

# • 

Johnson hrnded over to us another formula on April S, 

It T/as admitted in his formula that " The Defence 
Department be placed in charge of a representative 
Indian member with the exception of the function3 to be 
exercised by the Commander-in-Chief as War Uamber and 
a War Department would be const!tuced which would take 
over such functions of the Defence Department as are not 
retained by the Defence Member, t. list of all the 

• ft 

retained functions has been agreed. Col, Johnson had 
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said about the list mentioned above that if the formulc 
was accepted 4t would be drawn up by common eonsent. 
When Sir Stafford was asked to give the list he 
informed us that nothing could be added to the list 
sent to us along with the let bar of April 7, The only 
difference botv/sen the first and second formula is 

tiiat the latter tries to prjsent the same thing in. 

« 

a betbor form. 

As the Working Committoo was not aftor appearances 

» 

in place of n^ality, it was forced to reject it also. 
This put a stop to further negotiations. 

It will thus be seen how eri'oneous and misleading 
is the st: tement of Rajaji that as a result of cable 
exchanges the British Gove: was prepared to modify the 
position or give us a part in defence also,In fact bhe 
' part in defence^which the B.itish Govt: v/as prepared 
to give us was no pert in Defence at all. The Congresr.. 
y/orld-ng Corx’itt a ther-fore rejectjd i: and the 
negotiations bro^ce down on whis very point”, 

( Hindustan Times June 3, 1943 ) 




The Congress President, Maulana Ab^ul Kalam 
Aaad in an interview o n June 19 at Calcutta said 

that In the \iiiavell proposals nothing had been said 

( 

about the method of selecting members of the Executive 
Council, If they were selected by thos^ttendtng the 
Simla Conference jointly there should be no objection 
t© the procedure. If, however, any organisation 
iostioad on selecting a group of members of the 
new Council, there mi,^ht be reason for pessimism about 
the success of the Plan, 

In an interview to "Amrita Bazar Patrika” Maulana 
Azad Said that the first and sacred duty of the 
\plorking Committee was to try to secure the release of 
patriots still in prison, "'(•ithout them astreemen, 
it is difficult for us to take decisions on many 
political is sues J^Maulana Azad said that if the 
kKorking Committee so felt, a meeting of the All 
-i-ndia Congress Committee would have to be convened 
for approval of the decision taken by the Working 
Gororaittee on the V^avell Plan. He was aware that the 
ban on the i.I.C.C, had not yet been lifted, 

Referring to future posbibility in the bmtit 

A. 

©iUt>he<s^aA3aiire of the failure of the Wavell Plan, 
the Congress President said,; 

” In ray opinion the Congress should not 
start any movement in furtherance of its 
cause before the Japanese war ends. After 
about half-a-century*s struggle the Congress 
has brou^t the country to a point not far 
from its goaX^ and the next step, if 
necessary^ will be taken after the war*^# 
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Maulana Azad said that one of the reasons f(r the 
inclusion of Hindu Mahasahha from the SimAa Conference 
might be that the invitees had been selected mere 
or less on the basis of parties in the Central legislatur€ 

hX.' 

whei| there is no Hindu Mahasabha Party as such. 

1‘he Congress President was not inclined to coinn»nt on 
the Saveli Plan until the decision of the Working 
Committee was takrni. What the Congress would do in case 
the Wavell Plan was rejected by the Working Committee 
was a matter to be taken up later on, A^present this 
question was not an immediate issue. 

Maulana Azad added th^t the Wavell Plan would be 
consiaered threadbare by the Working Committee. In 
his personal opinion, clarification of main points would 
be required before a final decision could be taken. 

(Hindustan Times, June 21, ^945 ) 




Maulana Azad confident of 
success * Sliala inference* 



Maulana Azad said in an interview at Simla sn 
June 27> that it was. at^Least as important to get 
broad-minded men on the proposed interim council 
as it \vas to be sure that each community was represented* 

This was made clear by Maulana Azad this morning 

in a talk with Preston Grover of the Associated Press 

of America at the cottage which has been placed at 

the disposal of the President by the Viceroy*The 

Congress cannot accept any suggestion that it is a 

communal body ” he said, ” and can, therefore never 
e 

agree to sleet only the Hindi; representatives. It 
must have a voice the selection of IndiaAs of 
all communities, for to do otherwise would be t© 
contradict the whole character of the Congress”, 

c 

At the Same time the President outlined the 
general background against which the discussions are 
being carried on. The President who understood Siglish 
comprehensively occasionally answered the question#in 
%iglish but for the major part he gave the answers 
in Hindustani which was interpretted by Mr,Huma 3 nm 
Kabir who is acting as his .Secretary, As to the 
meeting between Pt,Govind Ballabh Pant, and‘Mr,*^innah 
iast nlghtjf Maulana Azad Said that it was part ef 
a net work of discussions which would necessarily be 
carried on outside the fenmaal conference and there 
would probably be further informal conferences 
between the Congress and League representatives* 


The rumours in.ci^iference that Pt*Pant 

afd Itr* carried hhe talk forward evc^ to 

names., of the fut,t^e'< members 
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were declared by the Cengress President as untrue. He 
said that Mr.Jinnah at the conclusion of yesterday’s 
talk with the Viceroy had asked Pt.Pant to come and 
see him,Each question must be considered in relationship 
t© the others” said Maulana Azad^” No final decision can 
be reached on any point xmtil all the major questions 
are settled”. 

He made gestures by the hand to indicate that the 
whole pattern had to be worked out together, There were 
questions of apportionment of membership among the 
various gropps and of whom those members would be 
composed of. There was the iuestion of restoration of 

\/jg_ 

representation ^ Is4te Governments in the provinces and - 
how the Various parties would reach. There was the 
question of minority groups whose representation on 
the Council had to be settled. 


His comment emphasized againfljb the vast difficulty 

u 

of conducting negotations on such a basis. It is 
impossible for representatives to agree on one point 
and dispose it off before going on to the next. No one 
can be disposed off finally but it must remain in a 
pending state while the other issues are discussed and 
brought near agreement. Jn a sense it is like solving 
a |lg»aw puszxe wnere meax; ©i tne parts wxxx stay xa 
their places but'where each part is likely to make a 
little under the influence of another part and even 
change the shape. But despite all this the Congress 
f^resident seemed confident of success in reaching an 


agreement < 








league»'One thing on which he insisted was 
that the Muslim League must yield in its traditional 
insist^ce that it is the -i^je one and the only repres<^ita* 
tivcf organisation of the Muslii^ in India , Acceptann# 
of that pfi^ltii®i would make the Congress a sectardj^ 
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The President said that a meeting of the Working 

Goinraitte»’would be called before any agreement was 

reached on who would sit in the National 'council but 

* 

he accepted that the negotations would reach that stage 

A- 

soon« 

"The whole thing has been done with speed", he 
said smilingly," and we are approaching an agreement 
rapidly," ^ 

While , therefore, it will remain for the Viceroy 
technicatly to oSte^the members of his Gouncil, President 
Azad saM^hat it was now expected that the list agreed 
on by the representatives at the Conference would be 
accepted by Lord wavell. He suggested that after some 
degree of agreement had been reached on the (question of 
apportionamt of members^ the c^uestion of names would 
begin to creep into the discussions. Their broadly 
national character would become an important factor. 

Asked what had induced the seeming change of attitude 
on the part of the Muslim League, Maulana Azad smilingly 
commented that it was something for political 
correspondents to deduce. He , however, remarked ^ 
that some of the political difficulties which the League 
had encountered in the Punjab, the N,Vk,, Bengal and 
Gind might be the reason. 

Finally he said that when agreement on all phasis 
was aceepted by the Conference and by the Working Committee 
the whole plan would be submitted to the general assembly 
of tile All India Congress Committee*^. 

(Hindustan Times June 29,1945^ 




0 / 

” I affl doing ray best to build” -Azad 
/ 

” I ara doing my best to build rather than destory” says 
Maulana Azad in reply to a telegram from the Maharaja of 
Alwar on JtinS at blmia. 

The Maharaja in his telegram said” The offer of 
His i%jesty*s Government is very generous. The p «» p »» ar 
proposals meet most of the country's demands, ixxra Very 
glad to icnow that you wish to look forward and not 
backward and that the Congress desires to be constructive^ 
and helpful. 

” Hope your wise and statesmaiTlike guidance 
will bring about a settlement of the political 
impasse. If all parties agree to work together, 
an era of all-round advancement leading to self- 
Govemment and a United and Prosperous India vdthin 
the British Commonwealth will ensue. This is 
a rare and golden opportunity and should not be 
missed in the interest of our motherland”. 


Hindustan Times June 29,1945 ) 
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UmaXmA Mad « daoUrad 
on Mtta 30 at) 6Mia tiiai tJia Coagrass i^praaM ito tlia 
1 avaH flao aaa not dlataMd ^ party acoaidaratloaa • 
aaa a aatloiiaX approach* *Xba OoiigrMa approaM la 
lJi4^^4«Eit aithottt rafaraaea to <#iat ottar partlaa 
aoald (ar aoald aot de^^tha Maalaaa OMili aaid. It waa 

\ 

far tlia fia^oj to daelda* 

la aaaaMT to a gnaatlon aa totia aztaat todileh 
taa Coagraaa voald ba praparad to ooatribnta to the 
aaaoaaa of tha proposala, tba Coagrass Praaidaat a*dd 
that by tba vary fact of agroaiag to partlelpata India 
Coafaranca tha Coagraaa bad shoaa Ita raadaaaa to ba 
eoaatraotira la Ita attitada ratbar than dastrdotiTa* 
Tba Goagraas eonld vary aaXI bara daaaadad tha ralaaaa 
of all political prlaoaera a till aadar datantloa In 
ordar to oraata a favoorabla ataoaphara and alao tha 
raaoaal of tha ban ea tha All India Coagraaa and obhar 
alliad organisations baf ora tha agraalng to partlelpAta 
la tha dlala Coafaranoa* dad nobody eonld hanra blaaod 
tha €eagraas had It laalatad on tha fnlfllaaat of thosa 
conditions aa a prarada^l>to for Coagraaa pvtlelpatdoa, 
this ts Coagrass did not do and at tha risk of balag 
is Bianndaratood. 

That tba Coagrass aal^d thosa doasads at tbs risk 

a'i 

of being alsundarstood by Its oan followls^ proved 

» 

t 

Its raadnass to contribute Its share to tha saeoass 

A 

of 'the eoBStruotlra aova that had baaa aada by Lord 
Warall* **Xha Congraas could not baaa goaa further«* 
tha MaalaaadMlb aald« "All raasoaabla nan should 
agraa that Me fioagrass could not hiera gone farther 
thas this." 






f -cetsfloD ariT 

( 

edJt doBO'tqqjt J^df i»Xel;<^ OS eocfX^ no 

, tificJtJt6‘x*fcl«iflco xJ^m xd tf»SASi>lb S n u-?? n&m 
tJt nr>iio*x *^ji seei^Qcr edT** ,tfoMOiqqM XjsnclJ'an a asir jl 
TtexUc .tJBxlr o.t &sne*x«l8n jruorUXw ^n^Srntiq^fcnl 
vti ,e±jsc drixie<- eneliireM ©fix ^ofc J^on fcXifow io tXiifow 

.©flos-fc CJ VOTtSOX? ©fSX TOl 
d^Xtfro^ ^f^J’x© ©ft o J- c>e ficXX«;©iJ>p © ot i©4 c:ne nl 
'rftot ©Xwdi*sJ/i^!> cX te-sfirffaiq ©d Mtrc'w SEeinjfioO ©dd 
f^Xifea dn©fcXee*i«? i^oe-t'^ncC boJ fistogfjnq ©riX ':c eitsevous 
edf nl ©djBcXoXdTwq cd Ic do©'* 'y;'i©v ©dd djsdd 

©d cd «©6iiX©©i «aX lived- t©d ae&'i.floD ©iid &t n©i©*aoD 
,eyXdontEdi-©b n©dd rterid©*! ©fj^dldd^r. cdX nX ©vXdooTtd^siico 
©e©£X©*i ©dd ^©f>a£i3©^ ©vod XXew \isv fcXwco woe-i^doO ©dT 
nX ncXdnedfrb ’istau XXXJ& ef-iinocXig X^-oXdiXoq XXa lo 
©dd ofaXjB bns ©‘xenqfcOicd© ©idaniJC vjiit'i is 6d©©^D ed ‘xefc'io 
n»’rijb bfls cfaei^xicr: ©Xtnl XXA ©rid no n©d ©rid lo X©voai©i 
©djjqioXdiBq od -gni©©*!^ ©iX^ ©iol©d n Xd^sinp^io b©XXX© 
X'smsXd ©vjeri fcXsr c \bcdcn bn;; .©cnei&lnc^O rXffiXw ©rid nX 
©corfd Ic dnesXXlXol ©rid nr tnftltal dX bsri aaeigXKio ©xtd 

nebd^cioidrosq sseei^ooC’ *101 edi©Xup©*j©*iq b ^ cnoXdXfcnoo 

. >. 

5,nX©d ajtt'i Bdj je hoc ot don fcXb ^aensnoD ©IriT 

, toode*5©bfin£Xffl «afc 

ifiit*-add dj0 ©bneflisX sesrid fivXfW «i8®'t!§noD ©rid d©riT 

fe oqcf ^niwoXXol rare 2 dX xd tnr>^^ietnjje.lm ^nXsd lo 

-^©ooi;*- ©rid od ©'i6ri<- cidl edudiidnoo :S 8fe©nbi:©*x edX 

/ 

bneX "^d ©fcjea ii©©d fcjBri d^idd ©vom ovXdou'id^nco ©rid lo 
"^leridinl ©nc§ ©v^Bri den XXt/co *ii©'ivncO ©ril^ *XXevje»i 
tluoda neo! 8Xd©ra:^a«©'2 XXA** .bX^^ dXri©« ©ndXueM ©lid 
•xoridKasl ©/>o§ ©v«ri don bXoeo eooT^nco exit d©rid ©©trg© 

'*.^rid mrid 



tlk« GmgrwMM Prmsiidm^t «fala aad ag^ftt 

that tha ^bagraaa wtft not mmking a party approach to the 
Plan* ^Iha Corngtons «lll alaaps hava hafara it thap 
natltM&al point of aiaa att4 any atap alLl<^ tha Cfongraas 
takas vill iMi in aaeordanaa alth its tradititns and 
poXiey pnranad all sJLonf • Fmt laatanoa^ ahan tbn 
Gongraas praparas tha panal it will aaa to it thatjit 
ncwilnatas Hindosy XiialijBi, fiwijana and otliar eommitias* 
Tha iNNraannal for tha panal will aht ba eonfiaad t a 
Congraasaan alona. ohjaet la to hara tha bast 

nan India eowatry IrraapaetiTa of tha fact idiatherp 
thay arm ^iangrasaaan or not.” 

In raply -to a ssggastion nada in certain qnartara 
that tha ^bngrass was big anoii^ to afford to yield to 
tha Muslin Laagna without snffarlng in statnra or pro* 
stiga, tha Manltfia Sahib saidt "X'^f^^-not shara 
that riaw. I faal that if tha {bngrass fails to 
show ^nff ielant straAh and dataraination at a eri- 

A. 

tleal Jimetnra lika tha prasmt to adhara steadfastly 
to its national outlook and tha prineiplas for ahieh 
it isf always stood, tha fatnra of tha Jnngrass « 
organisation will ba jaogardisad." 


(Eindnstanf Tinas, July l, 1945.) 



- 5 JB f*ns £>«sl sexlcfee &^9^1%^soO ©riT 

ds ; rirj50*xcrcfjB yiTssa jb J-on ^ir eeerrsnoo exit SMdS 

fatit antolad evad XXlw &ea*t3iicO adf .nsX? 

cfeaTSisob aftt dridur gate yaa fens ireiy to ^ctXoq X&noXjhsn 
bOB djl dila aoo&tnoooa at ed IXlw cia3ii»jr 

Bdf oedK f&ofiBJanl *«)'? •saoXa XX« bs&^^iuq xaXXoq 
Si aae XIlw si Imajeq BdS ctn^qeiq &Z3'igetoD 

elStaummoo rtedSc bos iiOBtX'iBH ,<iBXIc.t;M fiu/£)nlH ^sSj^izlmcn 

o s tenllnco sd Jda ilia Xanaq eds •xo'l Xaraoa^xaq edX 
Scied Bits evjsd oS »l Soeidr. ,eaoXji a&m&nBqqmO 

^i*jiiSBiim Si>£.1 »c2s to evX JO equal'll x*xJnaco bcjoL a»m 

**,Soa no a8fl«&&*x5noo one xedJ 
eieJ-aei^ alusn^-c al e^Jini csclS&e m cS \Xqa*x ni 
cS fXaXy od nol'i' cS d^uooo sJtrf c^bw «ici©igncb odS Sb^S 

-enq *ic f’X %nin&ttu< saodslm ea^sd fciXcjM arij 

encdb. Sen I" tbXaa dXdeo iifisXuBM edj ^afide 

oS cliet cL&'''tnob oris ti lEftt Xaat X .iiralv ^e.ij 
-X*jo B Jjb fidjfc'~Xa;*is^©t frflt: itrna S^ snololUisy wod«i 

'y;XJ«iBtfcB£iJ«i ati&ritii oj jcaJa’iq axtt aJlXl aifid^oafft X^ri^ 
noirfa lot iielqloniiq ods tns jiooXJ-uo XaficXjaa cJX cJ- 
m ‘.sssT^rias adi to BTJijJat silt .ireSa (S^uLa si 

**. ?-osi£)*ief ')st rixifc aoLtjB si ns3no 


i,d^QL fZ eS&jjiT f fisJaabflxH) 



im SUP YO cay mm jhuh 


Poor opo&| sa^o iaola&a AiaA* 

*1 doQ thiak tbon it saything a«« in Wr* 

Jlniiiii*s ot&tMoat to tha proas on tlio position 

of tPo loaXia Loagno,** doeiarod Xanlana isad In 

( 

an intervlov cn July 1)1P46 nt Pinla* 

^Itogardiag forkbor nogotlotlons botaoon tho 

CoAgross and tko Poaguo on tho (inoation of obtaining 

a pntiol of noMS for tho proposed Bxoeotivo Coimeili 

lanlsaa Asad opt said that it nas up to Hr. Jianah 

to naho tho next approadi* 

*1 nado it (piito eloar during tho yostorday^s 

sossion of tho Conforonce that tho fongross door was 

«• 

always opon,** ho said. *fho Poagno Prosldont thought 
that thero was no connon ground." 

AS to idiother tho Congross would bo preparod 
tolfjm a Gowomnoat ewoa if the Xuslin Loaguo 

i 

did not subait a pndoli Xaalana ^ad said, "That 

*s 

is a nattor for tho Viceroy to decide. Go far as tC. 
Congross is coaeemodf it had gone to tho linit 
in ibowiag that its attitude was constructiwo." 

Qaestionod regarding his om hoalth| Aiad 
said that idiilo he felt none too well yet, ho was sons* 
how carrying on becanse of tho urgency of tho 
present work that was to bo done. 

0 « 


(Iladustan Tines, July 2, 1945.) 




*&gsA i^naXittll »f,Mh ,i!dqo sr^wlA -tooG edsignoO* 
«*2M nl wen gnXilhcaG it eieiit inXtii aob 
ml.fXiiOq eciJ no e4^ oJ 

at beialoe^ **(eagudi &iit lo 

i 

•aXoXfii M d^9XfX xXsfL 00 weXvi^ioX m 

ed} neewj-e^ 4floi^iiXiogea leiliiut gaibiggefi*^ 

gntni^^do lo n^tiaeoo ertt no sagsei etU bos aae^rgdoO 

^XloaxfoO 9^:Saoaxci beaoqoiq exit lol deaiBn lo Xeosq ^ 

rfMoatl «*xM oS qu sjsw si Sxidt blj^a Hm bjssA jsmXjJsU 

»£hj30iqqM Sx9a exit eiac 

ed^ g-^ii4b ts^Xo oXino Xt efeBB I** 

£ w locfc aaeTsaeo erfX XsrfX ooieiela^r writ Ic mt^aea 

xrfgoorfX XfiefcXa 9 *x 1 en^el siT" •biaa ed ’\n 9 q 0 av,£i'#Ijtj 

*’.&naoig aoiuaoo on <sw eai»4X XariX 

beisqenq ed bXxiJ^w <i<ieignoO erlX leiXexi* oX «A 

eugaei raXIaai ©4X 11 0979 XneojfnsvoO s aio Icx 

Xi.4T*’ ^£5"“ Ji»agXi:i£M eXexiBC £ Xli^doa Xoa fcX& 

<■ 

as Tsl o<« .©btoeb oX xmooiV ©xlX *iol aeXXjsai £ ei 
XlalX erix oX snog Istsxi Xl ^benisoaoo at oaeignoD 
*\»vlSoa'ijerico csw ebxXiXXs tXl XjsrfX gaiwoxfi at 
bsiA fiiJls&d iMo elri gntfex^'^si fesno-txabop 
sistc-a asw eil iXsy XXsir ooX eono XXsl erl sllrii XrdX bt-aa 
sdX Ic \^5nag*ixr ©dX lo am^o^d 00 "^oLx'xnao wed 
.©n'5 ©d oX asw XedX liiow xnsasiq 
» * 


(•3bex vXal» (39«1T aexajybftlH) 




*'Husiayun Kablr exp«ses Jinnah*d 
Vejdc Fositidn i? League in Prevlnces, 


//r 


Sifflla July 2, ^In his Press conference Jfe*,Jinnah referred 

t© the strength ®f the Muslim League Party in various 

legislatures, a correct indication ©f strength can be 

obtained only in a general election. In the last general 

election, the League obtained only four percent of the 

i^sliin votes cast, and no party or organisation^ Can 

teS i ^y ^laim members except those returned on its own 

tickets, oince then, there have been some by-elections 

>u> 

but as is well known by-elections are jsvt test of 

puulic support. Even then, the Leage has not always 

A. 

won^. In the Panjab it lost to the Unionist Par^ in 
Dera dhazi Khan and in oind to Khan Bahadur Maul a Baksh 
of the Azad Muslim Party." 


Thus observes Prof. Humayfn Kabir, Secretary to the 
Congress President, Maulana Ab^l Kalam Azad, in a 
statement • 


Prof.Kabir continues:- A District Board election 

also offers some indication of the public opinion. The 
electorate is almost the same as for the Assembly. In 
the District Board elections of Noakhali in Bengal, 
the League could not win more than half the Muslim seats. 
The Secretary of the District League forfeited his 
deposit. He was not the only League candidate who did so. 
The electorate was n© doubt joint, but it must be 
remembered that in Noakhali the Muslims are in an 
overwhelming majority and constitute about of the 
population. In the District Board EQlections in the 
Panjab, bheikhupura, while it could not secure even 
one seat in Ciuepbellpur^i 

A more revealing instance is the last Calcutta 
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Mi 

Corporation iSlections* Here there was no joint- 
electorate* It is true that the i-eague won 17 out of 
22 seats but out of the 11000 and odd Muslim votes 
cast, the League secured only a little over 6000 while 
the votes cast against the League were well over 4000* 

This is the nearest approach we have had t© a general 
election in the recent past and it is well-known that the 
League is much stronger in towns than in rural areas. 

Position in Legislatures ; 

do far as the position in the Legislatures 
is considered, the League has no majority in any of the 
i^iuslim majority provinces, Iftle threw out the League 
Coalition Ministry in Bengal inspite of the fact that 

a. 

it had the support of the European Party and its prot^es. 
The League could never have got into office in Bengal' 
except for gubernatorial patronage and European backing”, 

”0nly 39 members were orginally returned to the Bengal 
Assembly on the League ticket and the genuine membership 
of the League Party there has never exceeded 43. This 
was the number in opposition when Mr,Fazul Huq formed 
his Progressive Coalition Ministry, About 30 Muslim 
members in the Bengal Assembly are constant supporters 
of the Govt, irrespective of which party is in pcwer. 
Obviously they ca *not be counted among members of the 
League or indeed of any political party, 

”Hor has the League eve^^ had a majority of the 
Muslim members in the Panjah. It is the Unionist 
Party which claims clear majority and is a standing 
refutation ef all League claims. The position in the 
Parentier is still worse for the League, The League 
was never in a positi«n to form a Ministry except with the 
supp^t of the <^emer. The moment the Congress party 
ehalle^M|<*d ite 'Claiia to .office, it tunned' dewn with 
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Fluid and uncertain 



In Assam and ^ind, party allegiances are fluid and 
uncertain. Even then, the present Ministry in 
Assam can continue only so long as the <J©ngress party 
chooses to keep it in office. If the Congress Party 
^simm into opposition or even withdrew its support, Sir 
M.Saadulla would be forced to go out. In Sind also 
it is the support of or the toleration of the 
Congress part^, which is keeping Sir Ghulam Hussain in 
office. If the Congress has chosen to support Khan 
Bahadur Maula Baksh, it would have been he, and net Sir 
Ghulam Hussain, who would have represented Sind in the 
Conference today. 


” Of the four Muslim |l!ajority provinces, the 

Frontier is represented today in the Conference by 

a member of the Congress and the Panjab by a member 

of the Unionist party, dind is represented .by Sir 

^ 4 ^ f^L, !lCL A-., /fcc, 

Ghulam Hussain, who holds |^his offic^ legislature, 

and has often changed his allegiance. The position 

of the premier of-^4»e Assam is identical with tint 

of Sind. Bengal alone is represented by a member of 

the League. Buc he has hardly the right to speak 

on behalf of the Province after his decisive defeat 

in the legislature* 




Hwy 

iigMiA..^i* laapji 

Itealana Alml JCalMi Azad, Caaigrass Prasldant , 

li«» ilT«& tlia folloving t«o Mssaga^ qb« to tHo 

Ji " 

pooplo or lopia and tho otfaor to Indlaa Kiialiaa, 

To ih 9 lodian paoplas "HiSa la a eritlial aoaant 

«L. 

In our poXltiecUL llfoy and thareforo, it la aasantlX 
that m should kaap hafora na tha real aignifleanea 
of tha lanporary situation that has arla«i la lia eo«itry« 
Wa should nalthar attach ax-aggarated or uadua laportanea 
to tha favall offar nor should aa ignora tha raal denanda 

a* 

and axlganelas^ of tha situation. Conalstant with tha 
dafanea of our prinelplaa, if tha way la opanad to a 
tanporary solution loading to our ultinata goal of 
fraadon, ihan as should uiiil Itatlngly awail of it. 

If such a way la not opanad than wa should watfdi 
our stap and not budga an In^ fron our position." 

To Indian Itaaliwsi "Tha Knslias of India should 
not think for a wonant that tha MusUas in tha Congrass 
ara blind to tha ganulna doubts md grioTssnoas of tha 
Xus lias. Indaad, parhaps thay raalisa tha situation 
battar than anyona alsa. Tha point, howavar, is idiat 
should ba tha eorract approach to ranowa thasa doubdA 
and grlawaneasT Tha dlffaranoa betwaan tha Xationallst 
Xusllstf and tha Muallu luagua is not ona of ultluata 
ala tdiieh aftar all Is tha wall*balng and honourable 
axistanea of Indian Xus lias In a fraa India, but 
of aathods to ba used to aeblawa . tha daslrii| and. 
dad if wa so daxlra wa ean aasily raadva awan ^Is 
diffar«aaa owsr our raspaotlwa aothods. What is naadad 
is a broad ylsio^.larga haartadnass aad a slnearity of 
purposa." 

(Xlatestan Tiaas, Jaly 4^19X0 

/ 


ox aOAo^dl a*aAa^ AetArJAM 

( ^cdi:^acO mL&A JjxiA &mXimU 

edj oi enc o«^ gnJLiioXIol eili nsvig 

\ 

• satXsuM natbol oX *x&Xxo BdJ bant .sX^X lo sXqoaq 

Xneaoa XrSii;xl:*iD ai airlT** jsXqoeq nslfenX exiX oT 

IXXneees aX tl fSiolvio-tX fcne ^©IXX XBsiXXXoq luo ai 

eeflfioilingJie Insa erfX ao s'lo'lscf qeeaJ Mi/orfa e# XjblIX 

•YTXnaoo eit nX aselis •^jcrf ijedi nciiBijXiv. vif.ioqaaJt edf lo 

9t>nBX*iofifflX 90bflL(/ 10 a rfoaiXs le-l^lea bXjOila 

ibaem-1 Xjbsi alt amn^l air blroiia ion latlc Ilav^W exit ox 

©fix 'iXlw xaaXaienoC .aoiteiXXa ariX ^caiona^txa bos 

jb ox bsfiaoro si x£w ©riX 11 , t-alilonliq loo lo eonalab 

lo laog aXjc'SiXla loo oX gxilbiaX noixalna 

.XI lo xXsnlXjsXibXa,^.i* aw nari# ^ooba&il 

\ 

xBj. w biuodii aur aalx banaqo Xon ai s douc. II 
‘•.n itiaoq loo fuoil xfcol xib agbiitf Xon bna qaX^ 100 
blirola «lb(xX lo (.alXe^M adl'*' oslbaX oT 

iitisi'inoD erfx nl taXXawV; exit XiidX Xxiofflom s lOl jiniilx Xon 
8iix lo aaoitavalil bm estiuob exii^iibH alt oX bnxXd q’tu^ 
nolJMXtti ii 0 dJ a^llxisi vaitt ybaarxil .ajoilawM 

Xsxlir ai ^lavMrorf ,Xxiloq axfT .aele anc\xifci naxiX isXXet# 
Atdifob ssit^lX avonisi oX da oiqqa xoonoo exiX ed bXnoda 
xalXjsnolXjsM ©xlX neswX cf 'roaeiallib ©xlT ?<i©onov©ii§ has 
aXsmXxia lo ©xio Xcn al augaaJ oXXauM axlt bn© affllXantl 
Idainonorl bne.gfiiel-rXew ©riX al £Xs laXla riolxfif «ai© 
Xotf fjstbftl ©©il e fll aoiXayM nsifcnl lo ©onaXel © 
.bn© b9il>>ab exit . avalxlOi ox bo*.© ©cf oX aboxiXaiB lo 
alxlX nav® \;Ilao9 omd ©» ©ilgdb oa ©» 11 bii4 

b©ba©n al x©xfi^ .abodXMi ©ylXnaq-ai 100 lavo ©oxiaielllb 
lo X'XXioonltf © bn© 6«i8abaXiB6d ©gisX./x>X alv baoicf © aX 

*’.«aoqiyq 


(•ieXti^ f&BMtT mJ 6 ffbatS) 



i9f 


iBMBr ^ mxjuiie tom. 

BYPAMSTM raiUL* 

Kwiln a Abnl XalMk Aiad ia a statMMit sa^t 
*llii]y0 X «a0 ia a tetaatloa at Ahaadtoagar Fort Raotara 
Sant a report frcu^alaatto that Inpraaaad itaaXf npon 
my nanory. It was tha aaas that tha UIBMA of Pains tine 
had appolatad a oonnlttaa of ttialin jarists to novisa aad 
codify Xalanle ^a« <flgh). Baslag Itsalf on tha faad^antal 
l^lacipXas of Islanin tha eonnlttaa would ain raoriaat* 
atloB of Islanle law to naet tha raqolranants oftha nodara 
aga* It would first wonaolldata tha four orthodox aehools, 
▼is, Haaafl, Shafa-*Sa, Hanbali and Valakae into ona naif lad 
coda. It would than selaet out of tha eonsolidate nannal tha 
■oat suitabla dacraas and lajMtlons ca spaeif^ie quastlona. 

*nia Palaatina Connlttaa alas at Mating ona of tha 
■ost Inportant social and raligious needs of tha Suslin world 
and is, fharafora, waleoM to all Muslins who raallsa tha 
urgency of rafMni and progress. If tha eonnittaa snecaads 
in achlawing ita object it will fulfil ona of tha ebarishad 
dreans of all Muslin raforners of tha aSnataanth oantury. 
They all draant such renaissanoa but could not aea it 
raalisad la their lifatlM. 

£Sm^,I,SB,RQBWIIU 

*\]na of tha foranost raforMrs of tha nlaateeth century 

a. 

was Shaikh Mohamad AbdUhoo of JBgypt. After the fsJLlura of 
tha Insurraction of Zarahy Pasha, ha was exiled to Beirut* 
Ihlla there, ha subnlttad a nanorandun to tie Shaikhul*lslaa 4 b 
of ^Mistantihnpla. This was to urge hin to takn the lead 
in laitiatSag a raforn of Muslin Law. Tha attanpt did not 
snocaod as tha tlM was Inopportuiia* the raglM ^ Multan 
nbdnX Manid was so roaotlonary that awwn to spoak of rofom 
was a ^ina. 
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■ WA.j ?0 msihfl 


ili TUfejAq yg i^ou 

;c.\ji4. ^ r.l f«5SA f!utl«)i Ii/dA jfeniiXujsM 

sisXiJsfi iio*? 'in'^ntmadk Xjb notin^feb a at i6«w I ©XxifA" 
nogo beeseigait XnlX sflii3sXi;';i}o*i‘i s 

. 'i *'ic A‘X.ij ©fi^ «f.'6n ©xiX XX ,'‘-•joajoa "^ss 

brui ©iXv^ oX cX^Xiyt ailaall lo o©XXXn«L*oo jS bsw'-iilcqq^i fcijri 
X«Xa©*ifcn;j't ©riX ac IXs-Xi gnXw^S .(d'^Xl) oia^C^* 
•Xn©XT<'©*r fiXii tsixi hXii-^w ©©XXXiaaioo ©xlX ©im^X*-! Ic ^siqXo^iXig 
fnabf'B? ©dJlo dXflsoeilifnei ariX X ?©fB oX whX oXts-^^Is.! lo nr-iji? 
.aloorioe xnXo iXio wr't ©rix ©X£tiXoeno© x-'-ril bX;;:ir jrl *93^ 
bntltnu sno oXnl ^jjsXrSi bm- iXjsimaH ^ac>&lwdw jiUr^rl (Siv 
6dX fai/nsfli * aarr f»fiX lo Xac Xoelsci nariX XX ,oi'-o 

s* 

,aa-'X^teeifo snolXoutbi bne aaeioab eldhXXjj*. XSoss 


edX l 3 en^ *int.t«t©!S Ss aslij aaXXiiiiJBor! adl^’ 

feXtow aXIcaH ©dj lo iif:-itm eyci^iX©! bae Xt'XcOw Xiii:X'!'-qinX X ■.■a 
erfX ©xiXijs'x c:iw -miXai/M iX*? r»X ©mcoXs^’ J9'I0l©^©:iX , baa 
cfcoaooijfii ai»XXX'<i3Joo orfX li .aaersoiq hOM c*ial0*x to yonaq*:-/ 
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.©aijallX aiaij oi L-.sil^ai 
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r/iyXflao -.iXsaXafitn ©dx lo e-ieaiolai Xfcoseio ©dX Ic ©nO’* 

1^ ©TuXlol ©dl isXlA .XiTxsd let oodribdA bg.iiasxXcM fl?iieri^ *. % 
.XwTiea ox ^/jw ©d ^Adasl; y.cfjsTsa lo aoXXoyniJsJiil ©dx 

-Xod^Xt.ii. mt ci ooho. » 5 eXXi«cf«e ©ri f it^iU ©IldW 

bi 3 «I ©rfX dJlifiX cX isXd ©310 oX sesf fcXriT .»Xg«fiiX<ife;t 6 no 5 t Ic 

<WW 

Xon bifc x^aaxxs ^dT ,w^J aiXsoH Ic 8nol©d s nt 

mSZad ic ©tt^ioai »fiT ,enyXiooqo<ii: snr ©fflXx ^di aa baaooaa 
»*;i'j 1 ©*x o ^tJe©^?a oX nav© x^dx XTjenoiXoxss’i oa fclajsH Xa&rfA 


• asilid a 




maum ^ i3m 9«20S^iji* eisHiltt*# $» not a ttowml 
Qom* fha fovndations of tha rafoni mawnmt atra laid 
hj ]fosli«|f sehoiars sarvaral eaninrSas ago. Vamy aara 
hovaver^ too far in adasoiea of tliair aga and tna aan»ar«* 
aatlan of tha tlaa eonld not aoeapt thair Idaaa. Shaikh 
illuMid IkP*i»Talalih and hla diselpla Itei^i-Qojrylad^ urgad a 
rafoni of Isianie laa on tha rary Ilnas now anggastad bj tha 
Palastlna eoanittaa* Qadl Hohaaaad Shankanaa, a aalX-knoan 
dirina of Tanan^ baaad hia raforaa onnha a^Ma prhidlplaa, 
Thaaa ara anbodlad in hla fanoaa book; HA 1L«P1*APTAR , tdiieh 
ia aztant, and sarra aa a gnida in our nodarn afforta for 
rafom. All that aa haae to do la to build on thaaa found* 
atioaa and raiaa a atruetura aultad to^ naada of tha nodarn 
aga. 


GRBA18&T CBITRS 


%gypt ia tha graatast centra of lalaale learning 
in tha aodem aorld. It ia f or bar to taka tha land in earryini 
throuf^ audh hqiortant rafom. Sultan Ibn-i-Sand balonga 
totha -Sane adiool of thought aa Xbn*i-Taiaiab and lbn*i* 
Qayjrla. Oha would axpaot hia to batha standard'->baarar of 
tha now rafom n ow a n a n t. It waa howarar^ naitharf Sgypt 
nor Hajaa #iidh took tha laad and tha nova eana fron a <|aita 
unazpaetad guartar. Tha oradit of Palaatina ia tha graatar 
aa nobody could azpaet fron bar sueh a bold atop. 

”Xha fomatloQ of tha Palaatina eoanittaa ia thua an awont 
of intamatlonal inportanoa. It ia a pity that it haa awokad 
lo raaponaa fron Mnalina in India or olaaiftiam. Ihila atill 
In datantion ^ daoidad that on ny ralaaaa ^ would waleona 
bha nowa on bahodf of Indiw lualina. ^ now offar ny 
laartiaat oongranalationa to tha Palaatina eoanittaa md can 
laaura than that tha anll g h t anad and prograaaiwa OIJSMl of 
Cndia will randMT than all halp mA eo*oparation In thair 
lobla tank. 


OUnduatan tlnaa, Jhly IMS) 





X»7on js ^ 9diiisB?B00 srii to wrom «ilT** 

bix:! aiem ^cmm&7cm miotsi ©xit to -QoiJsbawot s^T * 0 x 10 
Bzem •xaxfT *03* xiisXodoa fumlli^M 

->t*«iiO0 6£Lf bm a 3 £ itaiU to aao-vba at rt«t 00 ,^ (i&venrod 
rbiiX6ij& .^ebX tl^iU ^qeoo£ Jca bluoq »mJtS axil to axtl^av 
M be§i£i lU^ssXvy.jap-l-ndl &£qlCi.tb iJtii baa xiaXatttT^X-xidX bsoxiA 
8f{|' y.d bsv+ceirtjs won -iexitX \ibv orfi nc wbX oiifteXel tc arto^ei 
oworT3l« Ilew s ^esxia^luerfw baesfluiioii .8$^llX«t«oo snXIiisIa^ 

■< \t , 

• •dldXifltiq Mii« ort'nn eanoJej Ud tatad ^nsffiaY to »ai;vib 
rfoXrfw ,PATtV-J’'j-JlAifI ,jioQcf ejf jn-it iiXd at b©Xb-d«s ©os ©aadT 
lOt ilT3 it© nieboin loc ni obXrj% jb ©vis- bxi© jiaajxe ai 
-hrixxnt 3£9rU- no bltad o* el cb svxjrf ©w l©tl| IIA .awotsi 
m©bo* ©fix t'* ab&en ©ilroJ^ taJttje ©'ixrjo'Jiie a ©^;lai bat: encila 


.©!« 


1-v.r.ci-lD 

^ni ’•Mi.I oiifialfcl to ©aln&o I-©I ©ig erlJ^ al Iqx^a* 
gnlytifjo nl baeX ©.IfsjUJ ol isri lo t ei .bXiow nifebJK ©xil nl 
ej|X!oXsd bwao-t-fldl naiXoi- .mctsi inaiicjqfBl xfooe ri^xioixii 
-i-ndl bxr. il«lffliii:T-i-adX ca j-.gyoiU tc Xocdoc ©me* ©xffol 
to isiasd - ciabxuilsxll sd ol aU-l losq © bXiJow ©aC) .mlyya^ 
fifldiien ^isvwon e^w di .dneoisvca Bnolei #©n exU 
©l-li^ r ffloit 9«eo ovoB ©dl bxxe faasX ©dl He cl doX/ti sa^sH 100 
i'*la»i!^ sdl el ©olloaXe^ tc libsio ©xlT .islia^p bsJoeqxBOu 
,qed<i bXotf a xloix- isd aoit loeoxs bloos ybodon ea 
la©v© OB eodi el s©lli3®ro ©nliesla^ ©xli to nollaantot ©xft* 
bsHov© Seri li ladi ylli a -el iX .©onaliocffRl Xanoilanidlal to 
fine ©Xlifi'’ ,si9dw©aXs 10 albnl nl ealXewM ooit senogas-i on 
©fflooXsii fclo jw ^ ©s^seXsi yo rro ladt beblosb * nollnsleb at 
XJB 1 st to son * «sffllXexiS nBlbnl to tX^.dsd no svoa sxll 
xiBO bm ©slllsffico eniiesXa^i ©rfl cl ^nollaXxxjIaigxioo iesli«&Bad 
to AliiLl’J ©vi'--©isoiq bns bensidalXn© axil ladi asxil sineee 
ilsril n: fiollaisqo-oo bxis qXerf IXa asxii isbnsi XXls albnX 


•Heal aXdon 


(dl»6X 1 3 yInL ,esttlT osienbolH) 



MttXMi* iaiaidl Fr«t8 eorr^spon^Mits at tlia 

aonelwlon CSr3^1y €y at iei|ef tli* VorkJLii« 

CflMilttM^/^lit Ttia Workiac CoMittM litf ^•farad a list 
of 15 porsoat idilsb aiU ba foraardad la tlia Tlearoy tOMrroa 
aomlng. 

ill 

*Iba aaia prlaeiplas idiiab baTa gaidad tb# ^MBiittaa 
in fraaiag tha list ara as foUoast first, tbat oaljr aaa 
of abllltj ahottlid ba ebosan; saecndly, tba CoMaittaa aas 
not fuldad by party eonsldaratleais ia fraaiag tba list* 

If tbara aara any abla parsons oats Ida tba Congrasa tbay bars 
aOso baaa inoladad. Thirdly, as many nlnoritlas as possibla 
tfioold ba Ineludad in tba list*** 

''lha Congrasa Prasidant raqnastad naaa aganelaa and 
naaspapars to Mist fron spaoalatlon ragarding tba naaMS 
salaetad by tba Congrasa Working Connittaa. ■^ncb list^as 
ara appaarlng tim absolutaly dltboat any basis, ba said. 

iskad if ha acald hand tba Congrass list hiasalf to tba 
▼iearoy,lanlana A*ad saidi Wall, it is a natter of proeadnra? 
1 nay nysalf taica tha list to tba Ylearoy or sand sonabody 
also* Wa hara not daoidad about that." 

'VtdLr 

Tha Working Connittaa nlll haassanbla tonorroa at 9 a.n. 


( Hindustan^ Tinas, July 7,1945) 





exit S'-' •itne&fioqf'is’xioo ^esiq aniessifcbj^ fcjgs^ mmlmU 

. ' «■». - ' 

5 nl:iToV arl^ onoleass slmto ,c x^ot, ap jsoJtciiilonjO 
.tall t b©TLe0©Tcrr asrf 9#iil'!ifflo0 lotJlnoV e*1T jbijea .esjrjfiaiapoD 
wo'ftemoS vo-rsdlV ©xl^ ot bebT^wict »{f Illir ifobrfs aaoaisq 3X *10 

.gnJtn'icr.' 

« 

©fik^^icanoo ©rU Letlw^ ©VB-ri doidw ^elqloaJtu nJtMa •xfiT*’ 
oeor v.Inci Jsnij «eifnIXol w. qtm .tall ©xU ^olatoat nl 

Scw eailiuiooO ©rU ,xI5aj''sc ;n©6cn'o ©d blwcn'fc X'^lXld© lo 
.dsil exlr 3ru.a©*xl ni anciXAisfcl-iflco x-f \d t&ttwg J':n 
©v»rf Ni©dJ aite'i^n«'iC srf^ ©feiejy .! anot;i©q ©Ids vns sism ©i©rU II 
©Idi£«ca *10nim v,n/i;c «aj ,\XbiiiiT .fcettilo*:! ased ocils 

‘',d<til ©rid fix cefciilsnl ©d fciiioxi* 
bxxe «9i©nf'3B swan badaeA/o©! da©bl<iei1 «e©*i3«oO ©dl*’ 
69 fiMfl ©dd :^nib*ti: 9*1 uoJtdsIxioaqE a<'nl dsi:*©fc od atnen 

as d«:IX .©©ddlfflojov ^nixiioVi afieignC ©rid \.d b©dD©l9« 

.tisc ©ri ,c!4fcri XL; dooilji# vXfrdi'r'cdB 9 ^ ii^nXisegqs ©is 
er:? cd llexipiff daiX resign''' t-rid fneri bit' w ed ‘U b© 2 >‘aA 
;©itff e''C'ir 2'' 1 ddsm s al di fll^V: xtiBc. b£si. f>;ifeXusii,vr;i©5lV 
fro - *ic vcieclV ©rid nd dfcll ©rid ©>©d II® ® -v;©® I 
’’.dfcrid d’uoris feflr©*' don ©vsri ©/♦' .©aX© 

.ffi.jB 8 dc wc-iirrcd fiXdmer.asatf (IXw ©eddlrmoC ©xfT 


(gM?X,S \XifT» jfcsffilT JrnfidfcJ/fnlK ) 




Dear Lord Wavell, 


Annsdell, 

July 7,1945. 


Ob behalf of the Congress I am sei^ling you a list of the names of the 

aiibers of the proposed Exectitive Council, except for one name of a Sikh 
ncttdnee^f which I hope to send in a dfor or two. This list consists of both 

Congressmen and non-ftjngressmen and contains names for the entire Executive 

Council. According to this, the Council will consists of 15 members apart 

from H.E, the Viceroy and H.E, the Commander-in-Chief. ’»^e have felt that this 

nuaber is desirable at present in order to give represent Ration to as many 

minority commiaiities as possible. The Congre"^ss attaches special value to 

minority repa?esentation. 

We have given a list of fifteen members and no more. Canasittee 
have endeavoured to choose persons not for the honour the posts will give 
b\A for the burden they will entail. We have considered the whole question 
of assuming this responsibility fromthe poiht of view of its being a step 
positively in the direction of the independence of India, and we have observed 
tbnt the British Government also consider it as such a step. For us, as also, 

I hope, for j'Ou, Indian independence should involve the freedom of other 
nations hitherto under foreign rule and ejqploitation. 

Regfi'd being an d had to the conditions prevailing in the country, an 
endeavour has been made to make the list as inclusive as possible. 

We have added three names of the leaders of the All India Muslim 
League but, of course, it is understood that the final choice in regard 
to these three names lies with the Muslim League, We have tridd in the best 
way we can to contact the All India Muslim League as such but have failed. 


The nualification we have sought in each case has been the greatest 
ability available, the conmon factor being independence as the imti»diate 
objective after the defeat of Japan. One of the names included in t he list 
is that of a present member of the Escecutive Council, We tame strongly of 
opinion that in order to start anew, the old members of the Executive Council 
sbo' Id liot be included, the name given belongs to a new member who is not 
associated with past policies. 

name has also been included in the list btdi, may I ssy, that it is 


a^er tbs bssiiaUflp that 







"o|i®>ittee*s direction in this aatter. colleagues felt that ^ oust accejit 
this re8|Kttisibiiity» What has finally welded with me is the fact that the 
post is one of duty. 

It has not been possible for us to consult all those idiose names have 
been sugfested. In the event of any of those suggested beir:g unable to serve^ 

^ trust you will allow us to submit alternative names* / 

The Sommittee have tried to enter into the spirit of the prc^josals* “They 
have recognised in you the leader of the ftonference intihe best sense of the word 
a designation carefully chosen by yourself. As such you are at liberty to draw 
attention to any discrepancy you may detect in'he list or any difficulty that 

Kis Majesty’s b^st endeavour to accomodate you or His Majesty*s lovemment. 

A 

It is ny earnest wish that you will not put an undue strain on Try IcraHittee by 
inposing any alteration in the list which you as leader will finally pr^are 
before submitting it to the Conference. 


I have added some brief particulars about the names on the list hereto 


attached. 


L. a.wl. 


Note:- For obvious reasons passages relating to names have been omitted 


froB the above letter, 




\Vi 

'h 

HasUn I#eague did not send angr naimss on its behalf £<;✓ inclusion in 
the proposed Council as the Viceroy refused to give the assua^ce to Hr. Jimah 
thfet all the Muslim members of the proposed fiouncil be selected fromt he 

Muslim ^ague. This assurance Mr, Jinnah regardej^as a fundamental condition 
of the Muslim League's participation in ttie new/centaal Executive. The Viceroy 
had a final mes^ting with Mr, Jinnah on the ^h July at 3 • The list of 

names of Muslim members of the propos^'^ouncil was shewn to Mr, Jinnah but * 
the latter found it lonacceptable. 

The Viceroy then met bpKn landhiji and the Congress President, In these 
interviews the Viceroy the other things told then that he had been unable 

to prevail tpon Mr, Jinnah to submit a list on behalf of Muslim League and that 
as a conse-iuenceyMe might have to dissolve the Conferende. 

» s 

The Congress President then met the 'forking Committee and it was decided 

» 

to send the following letter to the Viceroy: 


Armsdell, 

Simlai July 13# 1945* 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

In ny letter to you of July 7th forwarding a list of names on behalf of 
the Cor^ress for the proposed Executive Coxurcil, I had suggested that you 
■night draw our attention to anj' discrepancy in our list or ary difficulty that His 
Ma'esty's Covemment may feel, 1 had hcpied that bhis list as well as ary other 
Hit or names cont^iplated ,ly y«Q.. would be discussed by you with me, and I had 
assured you that it would be ny Caandttee 's best endeavour to accommodate you. 

I was suiprised, th?;refore, at the absence of any such consideration during 
our yesterdaj''s conversation and at your non-disclosure of jrour list to me, 

I did not understand this then and do not even now understand it after discussior 
with ay colleagues, You hesitated because you thought that your list mikklc 
might not be acceptable to my colleagues or ms. It is not pc^sible for me 
to say# without knowing the contents of the list what our reacticwi to it would 
have been. But I feel that in thinking as you did you were less than fair to 
Congressmen# idi©, on your own admission, had tided, in spite of heavy odds# to 
help you In every way possible. I ’iMiould like to ei^hasise the fact that the 
whole of the Iforking Ccralttee was ipt^sed the l5th Jttne 1%5 and your 
brf^ast ibriference was deMvsred on die crevious day# Sfxae I4th. 




•*< 1 . /ir 

Ftsrther that nany notgd Confwssinen and colleagues of ours are still an illegal 
organisation. Because of Img periods of iaprisoment most of us are as 7 et 
hardly fit for strenuous vork. Nevertheless, taking the proposals at their 
face value. Congressmen have responded t o your invitation and rendered all possible 
help. 

In the circimistances I suggest that you ovfe to it us to show jpour list and 
let w Canadttee have^ he optia^f they wish to rejecting it or sug|esting nusdifi- 
sations. At the Conference you had said thkt you would discuss your list with 
the leaders. 

I may infcsnn you that v^at are claimed to be authentic assertions are being 
Tade as to the contents of our list, Th^ appear to be startling. 

I feel, therefore, that you should show your list not oiiLy to me for beir^ 
discussed with my colleagues but finall:’ place it before the Conference for 
adoption, unless on second thought you concliKle that it must be withdrawn. 

Tours sincerely, 

Sd/f A.iC. Azad. 


To this the Viceroy sent the following reply: 


Viceroy's Canp: 

Dear Maulana Sahib, 

13 th July T945. 

Thank you for your letter of 13th July. I am sorry if I did not make 
position clear to you when ^ saw ^.-ou yesterday. As you know, ^ intend to make 
a statement when the Conference meets tcHubrrow, and I hope this will make ny 
position quite clear to you. In the meantime, ^ am sure that you and your colleagues 
'•’ill attach 1 m> isportance to the'*authentic a-sertions " to irtiich you refer 
bowaaiB the end of your letter. There will naturally be a great deal of irresponsi¬ 
ble speculation, but it can certainly not be authentic, as have not disclosed 
By selections, and do not intend to do so. 


Tours siiwerely, 


Sd/, Wavell 




Tfee adjourned Conference net f4» ^ceroy made a statement 

in idiich he arrcnmced the failjaWw the Conference and disesolved it* 

After the dissolxition of the Conference on July 15th the Congress Presi¬ 
dent addressed the follovring letter to the Viceroy on behalf of the Workir® 
Conndtteei 

Armsdell, 

Dear I-ord Wavell, Simla, July t5»'45* 

After announcing the failure of the Conference, you were good enough 
to ask for the sup; ort of all parties in ensuring a calm atmosphere. 1 do not 

propose to reiterate the Congress view about th^/fliilure. I expressed it 

h 

i, 

sufficiently at the lonference. But in fairness to ;iau and to ourselves ^ must 
point outb that cooperation inevitably depends or^the removal of obstacles to it. 
Swite of these obs^cles are of a psychological nature with roots in the past 
relations between India and England. These can on^y gradually disappear with 
a change in those relations. But there are others of a more tangible kind 
which serve as constant irritants to our people and which affect our day today a 
activity. They are continually before us. spite of this preoccupation 
however, we did not think it desirable to raise this matter, except perhaps 
rather vaguely in the course of conversations with you, as we were anxious not 
to place any difficulties in your path when you were dealing with a del’.cate 
situation . 

2. Bub now that one chapter has ended and oxir mind, as well as yours, are 
turned to further possibilities of finding a wa;; out, honou>rable to all 
concpmed, and leading to the objective of Indian freedom, these obstacles to 
cooperation cannot be ignored, I am taking the liberty, therefore, of pointing 
them out to you in the hope that you will h«re early steps taken to have 

them removed, 

3, The steps that Ic consider neceusary and earnestly urge upon you are: 

V 

(a) The ban on all Congress and allied organisations should be removed 
at once. It has net been possible to convene the I. I. G.C-. because of its 
being an Illegal organization. 

(b) all detenus should be released without ai^ condition being 

pem th«HSi, whether the detention was iiiposed by the Central Ooverr^nt or the 

. f- 

Provinoia^ Covewsaents, 




nj 


(c) all restrictions on the Bovements of released detenus or prisoners 
shoul^l be removed. 

(d) ^ases of all prisoners convictedlfor political or like ©ffences should 
be examined by a popular judicial tribunal and its verdict should be regarded 
as final by the lovemment, 

(e) extra-legal restrictions on the freedcaa of the press or on the movemen 
or association of peqple should be removed so as to make the poqple 

the” are free to follow normal activities under democratic conditions. 

(f) all pending sentences of hanging arising out of the di^urbances of 
August 1942 sho-’ld be ccmmijted to life sentences. 

(g) all pending arrests of 'absconde-rs* should be cancelled. 

(h) all prisoners who have served full fourteen years should be 
- ’nconditionally discharged. 

(i) What has been said about prisoners applies equally, and with even 


greater force, to properties, movable and immovable, and frozen or 

I 

confiscated. 

fo 

4 * I have not endeavoured 10 argue out the justness of the foregoing re^uir- 
ements as ^ have iio doubt thkt you will yourself appreciate the need for aAi* 
m along the lines indicated. If India is on the eve of hating a bonafide 
representative Executive, leading to independence after the defeat of Japan, 
then the necessity for this approach is self-proved and inevitable. 

5 . There is another matter to vdiich I should like to refer, I need hardly 

[> 

say on behalf of the Congress that whatever the result of your pressed effort 
the Congress is and has al’.'ay-- been against the ^panese agression. Therefore, 

there will always be on lie part of t he Congress a desire for the defeat of 

% 

Japan in her designs upon China or any other agression on her part. But the 

t 

thought e^qpressed in(||^hle paragraph will be incon^lete if I did not inform 
you that, in the Congress estimation, the effort now being made on Indian soil 
will continue to be looked upon as a British and Allied effort, so Icaig as 

there is ^ at the Centre a popular government assisted provincial popular 

govemments. 


Tours ji^erely, 
Sd/« 4 mad. 




/ 



On the same fiate the Congress President wrote to the ^cc-roy asking for his 
consent to the publication of the ' correspondence that passed between them. 

To this the following reply was given by the Viceroy: 

.. ' Viceroy's Canp: 

“ear Haulana Sahib, 15th July 1 % 5 . 

Thank you for your letter of 14th July. I do not think that 
as Chairman of a oonferenee which has now dispersed, I can properly authorize any 
party or delegate to depart from the decision that the proceedings should 
be confidential. The decision was not interded to ©over the period of the 
conference only** the idea was that |[e delegates would speak more freely if they 
knew that w!-.at they said was not ;oing to be recorded or published. 

I am not sxire what the correspondence is to which you refer. 

If it includes the letter you sent me with your lisl^f names, and the list of 
names itself, you will remember thkt it was the particular wish of the 
Conference that the lists sent to me by parties should not be disclosed. 


lours sincerely, 

Sd/, l^avQll. 

The presidents letter of the I 5 th July about measures to be 
adopted by the government to inprove the political atmosphere was replied to by 
the Viceroy on August 24 from New Delhi. 

The following is the text of the Viceroy's letter: 


Dear Maiilana Sahib, 


Viceroy's House, 
New Delhi, 

24th Aggust, 1945 


I gegret that ny replp^ to yo^^r letter of 15 th July about the measures 

■V 

you recommend for the inprovement of the political atmosphere h,is been delayed. 

I have now received your telegram of 21 st August containing your views on the 
decision to hold general elections to the Central and Provincial Legislatures 
in the near future. 

I deal below with the points raised in paragraph 3 of your letter. 

{|a) andCl). The bans onthe A.I.C.G. and all orthodox Gcmgress rarganiza- 

tions have hBern, or wiH iw^iately be, removed. This will leave in force only 

those iaposed by the Central ^oveijraaent onthe Fccward Blof* renoval of which 
Is Ning c^asid«ced by the ^csib Department as a result of ^nirrenideri 






‘ cm the Coi^ress SociiJList party; and by certain provincial Governments on local 
organizations which are fostering disorder. 

As soon as a ban an any organization is removed- 

(i) inanovable property, of viiich ^ftssestlon only has le^n taken by the 
Government concerned, will be restored to Ha owners; 

(ii) no legal process which has been conpleted in rei^ect of movable 
property will be reversed and no money realised by the sale of such property 
will be returned; but any articles still in the possession of the Government 
conceraed will be returned, provided that this decision will not extend to such 
movable prciperty as it is illegal to possess, and that no responsibility will 
be accepted for any less or any deterioration in the prqperty returned; 

(iii) Orders forfeiting funds (including moneys, securities and credits} 
will not be Tip set, but funds frozen and not foreited will be returned. 

(b) and(c). The persons who have been detained without trial or whose 

movements restrictions have been inposed have nearly all been in fact placed 
in preventive detention or have had their rnovements restricted because there 
were good grounds for lelieving that they were in coiamunication with the eneiny 
or that, judging from their past conduct, they were likely to engage in violent 
activities or terrorism. Now that Japan has surrendered their cases will be 
reviewed and some of them will ho doubt be released as soon as the surrender is 
effective, sinply because the ictivities it was necessary to prevent will then 
no longer be possible. But I fear there can be no question at present of 
indiscriminate releases. Tou will ap: reciate that some of the recent pronounce- 
raents by Congress leaders on the disturbances of 1942 are not reassuring to thos 
responsible toe maintaing law and order. 

(d) I am not pr^ared to establish a special tribunal to examine the cas 
of all persons convicted for political %ffences. These persons tave been 
properly tried and convicted by coupetent courts of justice. 

(e) I am not aware of any restrictions on the freedm of the Press 

or 4m the movement or association of people which can be described as exfcra**- 
legal,” and I am satisfied that in all provinces unreasonable use is not being 
made of the legal powers th^ exiat* Those powers will not be used unfairly 
to haBfier the adtivlties of pcaiidLeal parties durirg the elections* 

(f) have ooDSmtiHi to transp43grt|Mpn for life the S^saees of death 
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passad in the Chiiam’-Ashti, Kulaaeldiarapatnaa, I'atwa and Jaur^ur cases* 

(g) . I regret that I cannot pass a general order absolving absconders 
froiDii^iiability to arrest. Hany of these absconders have committed serious 
crimes. 

(h) I will have the cases of all prisoners who have served imsre than 
14 years examined. 

In view of the surrender of Japan you will not, think, etxpect me to 
canraent on paragraph 5 of your letter. 

In your telegram of 21 st August you suggest that normal conditions 
must be restoired before elections can be held. After nearly six years of war 
it seems to me in^^ossible for India to return to normal for some little time. 
Both governments and candidates have always in the past been strongly exposed 
to general elections except in the I'dnter months, so that the postponement of 
electio* s now would have meant a delay of one year. Ifdth the removal of the 
bans on orthodox Congress organizations and the accelj^rated release of person 
still in detention I do not think that the Congress Party will be under any 
serious handicap. It is ny aim to restore normal conditions as soon as 

no. 

I can. The Congress party could assist ^H^^materially in doing so if they 

A 

would refrain from public •pprfbAtiwI of acts of violence. 

Tours sincerel;;)'. 


Sd/. Wavell 






HI 




iMl XtliK han taiit ihm foUovlng lattar 
tliroa^ poBBlacloiMr to Xr« T»0« Cho Ch± Ahaa, 

linlBtor of SduoatloBy Ohiaosa Eapablie md Praaidaat of 
Slao*ZadiaB Cnltaral loeiatjr ia raply to his lattar axpraaalag 
gratifiaatloB at'his raltaiBa. 

*X graatly appraolata yoar gra^atlags and kind vlsliaa 

^ * 

oonva^fad to aa tbroogk tha Mfiea of doaalsslQaar of Hapaklda 
of caulna* Co*oparatlon bataatti China and India i# of tha 
graataat ii^orlSS^for tha paaaa and aalfara of tha aorld 
and 1 an happy in tha thought that our eountrlaa havd haan 
tha best of naighbours throughout history. I sinearaly 
hopa and trust that tha dana faalings of anlty and good-will 
will govern our relations Injpntnrm as wall. Wishing year 
Sxaailency a happy and bright future.** 

Sr. T«0« Ghu Ghl Ahwa sent tha following lattar to tha 
Congress Prasldantt 

*It Is of profound gratification to loam of your ralaasa 
fron inprisonnant which you and aanbars of your Working 
Conalttaa have under gone in this struggle for Indapandanca 
of India. Please accept ny best wishes for good health 


and bright future. 






( Hindustan Tines July 9, 1945). 




I 

'.X J AKAJaAM OT -'la.TfSHO gffiWBD 

erit in©s 5£{f hisst'' lagljiX lydA sn^IixaV 

r 

^firilA iiir .*ii oS ^euoJtfifeiicfflfop ©eefiirlj ©itJ d%ii0*tdS 

^0 ^^. ^iXdircsf e-eoiffD (floli^oubii 1o 

Ifilteeicrx# wM d.. iLo^n ni y^slcoi XatuJIlC 

idd ij 

cfe4c:i?i bflXjj bn#^ loox e^jnhB^qcs I” 

oiXdeqeF ic laiKd^- instl Ic eti'tlO Bdj d^no'tdj ein cJ be\Bv[iQC 
$iU Ic tt Jiifcifli tne MfUiZ neetied nox- ^0 *A£ttiiI} Ic 
bXiot ©dd lo eT£’iI‘)a biiii eojeeq erfJ ic*! f^-xicgasi 


flfeftrf bv£r! ceiurtjjcc’ m diiU j*1^0Crfd eiiA nx 


i ,\'?cmd duo/lj^i/oiiii c-iaocfrtsii&i) lo dv.i>cf c^rJ 
illftoct f.nr vdiffii Ir MSI d£rfd fcfis eq r; 

‘locy inidsXV. JIv^ fcS riydtfW inciJuisi luo rnevo^ JXi*^ 

*’,e'Tr.+t»^ fd’J't'! tm X ^ X0''BXjfet>0;w. 


©rfd Cvf 7fXd«^X ifiivrrXoli ©nd ^fls-s mdA idC 0*ir. ,0,T *il 

w/ !'’• fT- pf 0^ rr''.t^firni^6'f5i bflyoloia lo dP 
iliov' 'inf.’X ';. iiecfiTOff biLc ycy ri.';Xdiif Jtjemncdwiti isC'jJ 
evn&tdff^etat ir'r siilr ol tnc^isfcntf evijd ©eJdXcsieC 

dJUdd bees 1C i yn? dQeoojB V) 


♦ sicdij't Jdgiid bfu 


*(dKI \lul «.©clT nsJ^ititotH ) 



cmmm tism owwaiip mma 

tkm foriUag CoMlttM Mt at S p.a. at 

Morrillay Hifeataa Oaadlii*! rasldbaoa on Jaly lO at &lnla 
and adjonriiad at 5«45 p.n* to aaat again at 2.p«n« on July 
12« At tha and of nadtiiig tAa Congraas Frasidaat iiaalana 
^ady aald that yaotarday*s diseassiono aera oontlnuad 
and BO naa anbtaot «a3 takan up. 

2a rapl/ to a goosttoxi ha said that ha had not raaoiaad 
anj iBTitation froa tia Vloeroy to aaa hia. dakad ahy hto 
oaoretar/y Prof Haaaynn KaOlTf aant to Vloaragal lodga this 
aomlng* aaalna Asad said that ha anst hara gona thara 
to saa soMhody, 

Asked farthar, #iathar tha Working Conaittaa dlsoassad 
tha sltoatlon arising ont of tha allagad rafasal of tha Xaagno 
Working Coaalttaa to satnlt a panal of naaas * aanlana Asad 
said that tha aattar did not osneam tha Congrass Working 
conaittaa. 

Askad ^a Whathar tha situation nas hopafui, tha 
Congrass Prasidant said that ha could not say anything 
at prasant. 


(Hiadustan Tiass, July 11,1945.) 


CyAimOO fiOXH 

Ss .m.g S iB Jem eeJJtrmol sniinoi aa©*i§fic>C ©rfT 
*X»tc cx viBl» no eonefeie©*! eUfibmO felliw*ioa»m 

.ffi.q.S ja aJte-'.s Jeem oj ,m,q 51^3 Js kea^motte bam 
eiiAlmm Jaebt&eiH bue'isttc'j etiJ %nij.em lo Xjh® ©£ir ja .SI 
fcreijniJnoo ©lew iaeuecib ^’v^bift^feev, blm& ftms^ 

.gn neiifij c^w Joeboas men ca bos 
t©7i:©o©‘7 j^cfi fcjed ec j£Cj tx^a ©ri --cxjat«0p b cj xi^iSi fli 

aid \rw b©iicA eet oj \o*x©:>xv ftxtiaoil acxj^jiyr.x '^n* 

6XiU ©i^brl li^3©‘i©riv jnev fiJaeA naxsaiuB (YTaJi'-io©*- 

snenj ©£»§ Java eci jmsM tijse bjssA Amiumm •sflXnioiB 

.\bod©ffloe ©•£ oj^ 

fcefcoifoeib ©©^^in.-TJCl' edJ- 1^,nJ©f^lr b&neA. 

>o^9il edj lo IjB8i/l9*s bo^eiijE srfj lo ^co gru &xifi aciJAujis edj 
fcASA BneXcfBii ,&efl!£fl lo Xsnt-g © ^isudwe oJ ©&^4Xtn«jcl> 

'»nl2iw> a&©isftcC; meonn? jon tXfc leJJmm ©xlx jM(ii bxse 

, se^^iEEjot) 

edj ,iy':&qc-fl £©«; ..caXb./jx- srix irnAJetSm e&t be^sA 
:ixuar\ne riaoo erf w*ynj tXB«; Xnefcx^ei'i aaeisncU 

,^nd«s©iq Jis 


(.SKIfTI vXdU ,fc©aiXt neXai/fcaxii) 
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azap t«b i« 

" ■ ' gag*. 

Ii«altfia iJmx Salaa MtA has haiiM ofar to haaljcim 
Ahttl of Aoraiadad anasoript of t«o oooJci midi tha ^ 

foraor vrota during datwatxon la iUiaadnagar Port. 

Both hooks ara axpaetad to ha puhllshad la tlraa aonths* 

Oaa hook eontalas politieal aad lltararj lattart m4 

tha otlwr Is in tha natnra of a hlography. 

Sv>«JLo*^ to* cLcjCL-eL 

(Hiadustan Tinas ,^ljr llylB45) 



hA OA HCi H A K:i 


<^:jOa 


«.!k .} 

<|I H » . » ilMMO’»I Jii'W «M» 


£jni;jixx 6 ii cj ')&vo ixs:?^ fli&ijs/i ivdA ^iCUglmM, 

efit drinw cjsioco oirJ tic j fcjbOJS,tu.T[r* *lo iuoA 

.Jio'i ifc-gjgflbfcnri/- -tx tiC^Jcies&b ^tX'iub eJC'irt luisio'l 
.erUfjoss S6 ni i-£ii*iiiuwq t#ci OJ beJ^oecxc * 2 iccd ilAcc. 
b/Xft c-jeddsi bnfc j.ja?:i.*xioq t..MjiJfiC’0 ^icOG enO 

' .V.C'=ii*Xgr io *. 10 to'JiJJ'Etl BxIJ ilA c:x “T'^rtjG Olid" 


CftAei ^ f X % XoU, £GR?t * rje.^ nut m r ) 
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AZm HOPKFUL 


/u 

'• I was hopeful, I am hopeful and I shall evejil 
be hopeful,*' said Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress 
President to Press'men who accosted him as he came out 
of the meeting of the Congress Working Committee, at 
5-30 P,M. on July 12, 1946. 

” Just one step more and we will reach our 
destination," said Maulana Azad to the United Press 
represen tatiifer when he asked how far the goal was. 

Maulana Azad also said, " I met the Viceroy and 
placed before him my views, A'hat transWred between him 
and me has been placed before the Working Committee, 
Everything is confidential a&d I cannot t411 you any¬ 
thing more than that the Working Committee is meeting 
tomorrow at 5 P.M. United Press, 


( The Hindustan Times, July 13, 1945 ) 




Til* mmAT la #iicli th* had b*ta eoaeladad x,od« 

wa* now baT«ra tha World and world oplaien eotad aasilj Jndga 
at whoi* doors tha rasponsloillty for tha failvra should * 6* 
laid, ha sald« Wo far as tha Congrass was ooneamad, It* had 
baaa rapaatadljr nada elaar that it was prapaaad to ♦-afap mp 
rasponsibllitjr of adbalnlst^tlon. If tha British Oovamnaat 
sarloosly iatandad^ swttlajdia issna, tha naalana said, thay 
should haws forasaan and raallsad tha eottonmal sad ethar 
dlffienltlas and should hawa baaa praparad to aaot thaw, 

Thay should not hawa f Ivan tha right of vato to any partienlar 
group to hold up tha prograss of tha country. "TAost who ara 
praparad to go forward,” ha said,'^should ba a allowadto go 
forward and tha^ who wish to kaap out snojild ba 3aft out.” 

Tha iiaalana prafaoad his rawarks by oxprasslng his flm 
hopa In an ultiaata sattlanant, ''Bay bafora yastarday,” ha 
procaadad, in raply to a Frassnan's quastxon*'^! said 1 was 
hopafttl and I an hopafui. I hava givaa axprassion not only 
to ny personal opinion but also that of the Congrass as fully 
as posslbia in that phrasa^hopeful.” Tha whoia basis of our 
struggle was and is foundad on hopa. ind raaaaber ha had than 
no Idaa whatsovar of tha WavaU proposals. Thasa prepb||pLls 
did not craata any naw hopa in na. Svan aftar ay intarviaw 
with his Sxeaiianey, whan I raallsed that tha aagotiations 
would and, I was nat without hopa. 0^ hopas and aspirations 
ara not bownd with tanporary offers and plans. ” 

Tha Congrass Prasidant axplainad tha reasons for the Congro 
ss participation indt* Confaranoa. Tha proposals ware prasantad 
to us saddaniy. 


imntimiidL 


II 


_J1U.2P. fS’^ypx «2 

V^fco f:6bL‘XofK30 fl©£»d b«ri esrjs'Jft'i/K)*' stLf ii;:£:m nt 'it>muiis &A7 

e%bui tlwoo ncinx'tc 11 dw tm fcX'io* eriJ- s'so’lsa wen mw 

£'fj* M -C4:'«s ©1L-Xlfit eriJ 'lOt V^ilc:lEnc-ri.5*j silJ cj^rcb aeoxiw ij# 
jbenn^-efKio aew ©xlt c.c "le'! o«. ,s:i.u . erf ,bXj6X 

* cu eiLeJ oj t&S' qs*tq <^r.w J’l Jedj *i*>;,Xo ^»ibeXx;sqe•l need 

^neffinnevcO rfs/.^xn.'i erfj li ,rri^j*i|^«Xi’i«t'jB 'io vjfliiax fencqaei 
yarfj- ,fciiia jp.ncj««;*i »rfJ i rJtsitr'sJr.i vienciiecj 

leri^o ^fK ijBnn;--.03 sr'j r-.iALi;eT rn> nee^eioi- everf t-iuorfa 
.lEfirfX Je-om oJ’ bifisq^ict nex-d evt/i fcXucrf= rruj- aeiXinox'itXfc 
'tfcxyoxd'‘i* c YXtai oJ ojev Ic eilj nevi-^ tv n jen ri^iccic. yerfT 

en* orfw eiicn'i*' ,\*i:riUC>o s.Ij 'ic cweijc-iq c.rfj qu ‘lori oi quoiu 
r.^oJ tmOdjUi xi 8d IXuf-nc Gii o 2 cj- bei*qe*iq 

^1&£ ed tlxOija duo (jee* cd dciw ctk e.erfj cay bifcwdoi 
it-dX! eXn iniafceigxs \2 «^'jji»a.©y £X.. fceoi‘:»ig MoaiitJti* erf'i 

erf *■ ,yjer<n©d«i.4v; enc^yc \jbv. ,xnyj;eidjy- eJatvlJlis hm rfi eqc*: 
<«w i eXsa i fiCxj.t-rfD **rffc»u.£*i&*i 1 0 c-j yxcbi irf. ^PBbBbOC'xq 
yX/:e don (tcxaecmxs fievig evjexf x .xx/Xyc ‘n t.i« i fcrf* xi/‘i©qca 
yXiul se av-engn:;; edJ'lo dx-n'd osXjb dvd nci.. i.c'"' xifioa'ibq ya od 
dno lo sdasd ©ic.iw erf'i ♦.Xxilenc.r ev^-T-tr d^ild rft exdis«xoq ae 

nf-'ld birf 'i‘'oi3)e!E&*t r n#. .ecr' no bebniio’i ax baa dew sXggrf'ida 
eijei^rrr.'rg easrfT .cfrao.OTq llevrit. eiid “io is'-erfw ixebi cn 
i<; X vai led !a nevX ,©■£ nl S’^irii wen voe sdee^e den bid 

a/r cdeXd-r'.oa erfd d^i.id be'-iX-yet i nenV ,Yon© ieorc' fcJttl rfdXw 
dncidij*iiga« bns asqcrf •mp ,eq>rf ducisdxw don ci^s* x ^tae bXnow 
*’. sfiBiq tm ene^lo yae*i .-affi9d rfdX» fcnncd don e*sjB 
en d'jei anciSEe'i edd r8£X^Xqx© dnefczce*i-i eaen^jCioi) eriT 
bednya^-jq B-xm tis&oc-ciq edl .ec.nsqeln.C erfj nx noXdjaqxoidneq as 

.yifiefcfcrfa ay od 


terfntdaod 



ea Ifiy X aB4 aj eoXjaagm maf r«X«a»«4 M w bad ta 
^aiB• m daalsloa atraiglitvaijr on tli« ^lin • Ton can raaliaa 
o«r diffieoliias* !• v»i^ throm Into a nav aorld aid daaplta 
tbalr dlff iottltlaa tha Vorking ^onalttaa daeidad to partlaipat 
In tlia €onfaranca. «a raalXzed that jtaat ^angaa had 
pxaea la tha latarnational aphara and thoaa tixangaa had 
imdoattadly rapereaaa lona on tha ladian prablaa* Xa ooa hop 

9 

and la a fa« yaara tha wo* Id had travaraad eaatarlaa. A aaa 
world waa aaargiBg. 

aoM. VMBY reiR 

*n>« iMTltabl* rasnlt of th^o ehtafo* liM mob to 

K. 

bring to tha farefroat tha ^aatim of ladla fraadoa 

N 

and tha^ of tha fraadoa of tha daiatie eonatrlaa. Va ara 
▼ary aaar oar goal aaddia naxt ataga la tha goal itaalf. 

It doaa not aattar at ^ ail idiat ara dia latantlona of t ha 
Britiah GoTamaent." 

Tha AaaXaaa oontlnoads "IhlXa faliy bt»arlag la alad 

tha fact that tha present arrangaaant is paraly tMiporary 

aad latarlBy an^l^ould not possibly oa ragardad as a praoadaat 

for tha paraanant arrangaaat of tha fnttira^ X should Ilka to 

c 

aapnasixa md aaka It perfaetly i^laar that tia Congress 
is assMitlaily a national organization, md It cannot possibly 
•fexhs ba party to any arraagaaant, howsoayar tsii^Qaary 
It. aay be, that predndlces its natioaal character, tends to 
lapalr tha growth of nationalisa or radneas the Congress 
directly or Indirectly to a eOiuaBmal body," 

After aaphaslslng tha national character of tha Coi^rass 
organlsatxon^ tha nanlana said that wlMr ha attached oonsidarabli 

juaportanea to tie teclartion that tha prowls lonal plsn 'MS In- \ 

6 i 

tsHsdad as a prallnlnary step towards tha aehlawaant of tiia ehax| 
isiwd goal of Indapmdttioa of India and to ^ fanllltata 
md axpadita its a^iewanant« 




•Si« 

C4 feur tsiie t.siifeeJL©*! teL'a^SiiC!) \as feOft i ,dl Btmh s£i 

060 uoY , oeiq ©il? no ncielosfc b ©sjsj 

©^i’qs©t iT’O-: ^X'IC¥^ ren Cv^nx; niroixU 9*x©«r 0^lS^ . c»j;jXijoj:i:ixfc< *wo 

^SBatiyl^vaaq oj- f ef-xrt»b ©eJil. -.x-o %nX^iqt\ ©rLt fcfeljriiiox'i'iXfc otedJ 
flcGKB^ f'fe*'’ d9*-,.'u;r:o JbiU bisxi&bi 8i^ •ssne^stnoD bdj al 

fceii t-ne ©lenqi: Xj6iiuxi£m©J ox bdj ni t?o-<'iq 

ffon ©nr r*i .u'emr^-q mitni exij fso encxseusiesq©*! xXieJOiirr-m/ 

» 

w©fl A . sieiiif./flfro t9<.i9vB*2j fcjsrl tl xw eifJ ctjssx we- js at trm 
« 

.^Ci^'iease ^iew bX'so!^ 

> /..> v ! Vi i.'._V_ jA *0 

oq fl©0d uf;ii 9 CJ.r “JO Jlijf.sn elds^iveri ©rfl”* 

incfc&&‘il fixtn.. ':c nci-jx^tfo ©xl^ ecj oi ^niia 

A 

©I© ©ifi ,«eli.£Hico oi.T&i c.*.-. aai 'io nscteenl enj ‘lo jboj cob 
,iife^-qx X#..r. , ©xli ax £^j-- eCbtOB imc^ iwc lesn 

©dj lo c.ij. xi.wrj: edt eix XBxfw Xxs Jb xe-t-issi Aon cact* lx 

'*,an8aii3‘it-vv;D a*xjiiti 


ticxijj nx T \ if.'l yiA^f-*’ jtsijnijiXr BOiimB erx 

\':„-30c?i?j 9J’ \x9':uxq ex Jny<;y 7 q ©aj qB-ix JOi/i ©aq 

ifiabyctorsa © s© x-yr-r©’,**'! ©d Yicite don M./Oi4.'c/Tj6 jOiXiejm tns 
0^ ©xixi rX- ode i o-j ':c ^nyiiisnsiifc; J-n©ruriffl*x©a edj oci 

aa^iv.'Ti' ©.-t q.rid 'iesXb ifJ.Jcet'i&q dX lOiBis bfss ©ni c:b iqice 
fJdXaaccf dennso ti l-ne , ‘jc'rirLj-no lAScXdsn b x ^BXXnios-© isi 
viriorrj,©J •3©r©'"‘ -«rr.-l ^i r!©.;.«^/36i‘iB ' fla Yd-we sd ©ixM 
n,f ■.'••n©j , T-J0B*c£>’'0 IjBrr.'i.tBn >;x vj©-, J' 'id yv.ti: /X 

ad^T-'no;. eld e^^ydr-'en to ^-gi; .jBOcxdjB ^ lo 'fd«ro"^q ©:ld itjBa'sx 
".vood X«nd .00 JB od vidoeiib/ix ic ^Xd ©ixlb 


Bfis lo Ts.'.-/i*;ao 


xBno-dijn end gxu :;x e;«aqt.i© lisdlA. 


.^iS-x&b^tnco ©x add d-xjad Bmiuim edj 

4 

• nx iijL'w nx.i .< li,n[oi gXvoto ©rid *)■.'.ld n'XjTBlosfc ©qtrod ©oosdioqsj* 


Lno ©fid lo dn&fiTvox£ioi ©rtf <irTi*v?od qsdii Y‘^‘dXi3lX©Tq a beba^X 


©jxidxixoti od X'flxi Blbni lo ooascnsqefcni lo Xbo^ 

,dfl9iS0v.sX£iOJB <idx ©dxbaqx© bOsi 







E« had aiUa aada it |)ilalJ!i to Hia Bzoalianey tht tha Censraso 
WeriuJig t?auilttaa vlhhad to ao»eparata la aaary raaawahla 
aay with m vlaa to raaolviag tha prasaat daadloek^ iffid 
woagraaa ^laadara had aecord^glyy la aplta of adversa elrotatfi 
aaeaSy aoaa to ftlala to partieipata la tha ^bafezHuaea. 

^t iftiataTar daeialoa tha Worlcxag CoMBlttaiaight taka 
It would ro^lra to aa ocaflraad and ratlfiad by tha 
^ll'lnila Congrast Cewalttea. The fact thatdaa A«l»vi.C»* 
and othar Congraas eomBlttaes waraVtlll undar hot aid 'Xarga 

I 

nunocirs of Ccmgrassnen wera la ^tomnant, datantlcai gf ^ 
laprlsonnant was craatlng serlooa oostaelasla thalr way. 




Maalana Asad ozpiainad tha warloua laauas on which 
ha had sought clarification fron his £xealleney and aalds 
*1 can say that tha rapllaa raealved iron tie Vloaroy 
war^aatlsfaetory." Tha lasuaa on ahleh ha sought fnrthar 
light warat - 

Tha scope and function of tha proposed External 
Affairs Oapartaant; 

Avery posslole effort should oa nada to g Iva a national 

eharactar to tha Indian Arny and to bring about cordiality 

Dotwoan tho national Arny, t hi national Govemnent and tha 

A- 

paopla* Tha present barrlM isolating than willy of course 
have to go; 

After tha present war In footh-<Aast Asia, it nust 
oa clearly understood that tha indltfi Gowarmmnt cannot 
support sny policy and alnad at tha continuatlcn of 
m^rialist control of any of t9 countrios ta Seth-Eaat 
Asia, norym It allow tha usa of Indian rosoiireas 
for tha dafarlvation of fraodon of any of thusa countries • 

In regard to tha Indian dtatas, whlla recognising 
that during tha intarin period tha powazw oi tha Cbrom 
Sai^raaantatlwa adU aontinea, it is claar that tha Katicnal 


GewwmMt will hare ta iaalwith nmy.inttsfs ihlch 
Ofsrl^^ Shi h«ps aencazn with th« imemmt aabd other 

CWvl^ 
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;C’ij Ct BViSil 

i’JiJ.i J1 fSttik ^t<;jBA~.UjiiC & ’few jHK-B'n t-ilv ISJ lA 

t'onrus? xnasirn'rsvnO 'ixil;-*- J-nr boc r\iiA3eI0 ?>a 
iC no*jAiuacj-iiCD s.lj te-jjii bfss yDUCT \iui 
jffe«c-,iro«* to «yXlJnuo:> 9 J to XOB to iC'I-'slOO J-t-IijgxnyqiBi 
i.yo'Tv'O.ie'J nsxbrti to e;<;u orij wo.fxx; rx n^o-'ion ,^XfeA 
, •iSinjiV'^o &-U.U to xxuj to ioobBynt 'ir or-xj. vi*xq©b erf^' 10 ‘i 
-aisioioot-f eitdnf aaioa:. caJ oj ox 

fWGtt »flj tc siajrocr »rlJ box^»c^ ©riJ 

Uoo*t«A enj TSSiD ac Ji ,9uoltrK>** libw ®vxt^^n««eiqeJR 

nisxrtw n^-yj'Jsm xm:!' .'iJlw is&b 04 sv*-ii tilt JjOsaiawvoO 
TLarfvto bnp taaml rttxsr a^ooooo ©«6ii bas qsiasve 
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thiags, ttim aarriars u e Utwi Lha ftlalei 

^h<r gr3 »<M H iNitiiMB tlM peopl*^^ tlui PrSacet 

anii a9i^)«r* of th« Mjiticoai GovonuMBt «Bd tbeir 
aasociatos should &• roaoired so •» to holp la wataal 
diseassloas ,eonBuita,tions and eoa8ldorati.aii of eownn 
prooloBS aad tholr soluticai 

1^AR dOAXWST JAPAM 

AapUfyang his oosorratlcm oa tho «8oBth«£ast 

hslsL eoimtrlos, tho ooagress ProsidMit said that so 

C. 

far as tho i^osaat sltoatich oas ^oneomed, if xho aoo 
arrangoofliit had boon sueeessfally roaehod tho oar 
agalast 4apan would haro bodoao aot aritaia's 
war agaii»it Japaa imt ladia's war agalast Japaa. 

‘flat' 

Thera eoalo/ bo two opino-cns as regards the qnestlsa of 
i.lo«ratuig countries la 4onth Sast Asia* It would bo 
tho duty of tho bow GoworBaoot of ladia to carry on tho 
war agolost Japaa coaSOiossly till those oonattios 
wort liberated • hut if it was the dos iro sad latoBtioa 
of the powdTS that taose cooutries saould oo restored 
to OTATOb (JiO then surely the now Indian Govomaent 
wonia aot bo a party to it. They would not perait 
a Slagle Indian soldier or tho oiqpendituro of a siaglo 
pie for tho ^TATua qjO of tho Sooth SaSt Asia Coontiftog ^ 
th tho gnesticB of f%i ths Caste Madu-imsiiB parity 
which fcmd tho oasis of the aew proposals^ the hanlana 
Sold that ho had laprossed on his Sxcoiloney that la tho 
oeastitution of tho now Govoranoat tho enterioa should 
bo the political wlows hold by tho portlos aot religious 
hoUef * 
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i9:iniit eri^ , Blq^^en -sJji^tvi arij fiea-^.^sa -mH 

TXfeOj DOB sn&iuii'iBvcO ijenjXijgiTi ©rij t<? si'cffiitieffi bOB 
issJJ^d til qisxi . J <B Oi- D^vosiei ©d bi«iOii<i i.0^j^£>o«£a 
iiO(8«ic>c lo *jCxj..i{ii>i;dn<''o bfia «inf^xdS0o«xb 

floiJ-jica iteitj bne asmXaoiq 

I 

* Vt t» ; Cii?j t A OA. 

j^ 4 g,s*rLtyo <5 ecu nn n^^ijsvaeeoo ex a 3 a*- 'ttlqiuA 
08 ^rf©r.t^97^ ea* -^001 sAt jcan-^imoo jsiaA 

wen s.'*? li it:iJ-aj.Ji8 eil^r ^ *ist 

"D?.” eAr herfojtiei vi ,iri<iaQ^:^tjc ^sed b£r( 

ct*nxBin'i .ton ©ajodao ©7».1 bluow f!an#»i& jtenie^jB 
• (xsqjiii ^ dnij?3r. I 6 . «.*j5Xbffi iucj ci'qmI, lew 

lo CRX.reeap ©Ar cb’ias-n e,T.aiu.qc cwX ©c vcIuod siyrfl 

©a oiijow Ji .jsJ:a*i oj-yov. nx -©lUflijcj 3nx.jj8i^axx 

©cU a.; XTmti oj ©Ibni lo J^iieom[®\ro,'> «efl ©A? Ic \;XAfc ell 
eaXU'iUfOo Ux^ v.La*-0i*«ifl9- ojiasv qenim’SM ib?- 

noX.ta©wiix bn© a^u-ieb e^j •-r® jx lx qi/tt , b9Jj3'i ^dil d*X 9 w 
©a bxiJOue ^f$£i^.iAjco oec J ^ailt Ginroq sdJ lo 
jiTaamsvOo iHiXfcxii won oflr ouiA'lu oP 

lx*..log left tlijow ■'iorfl ,lx <1 B eo 10 a elx/ow 

©X^fiia jg lo ©lijucnsox© oA/ lO lexfcioe nelom ©igoce m 
i^ekitjiwoi: si&A I'iBis .l/ooxi ©Aj lo 0^ -U'i’T- ©.11 lol ©xg 
XIIWo . xta^ji-afcflalrH. 9J<si mbf Ic noi;.ta*:jyp aiii oD 

i 

xinsiufi® orti , einecjc f."! wt»n orij 10 cxeaa ©A? bmiot doiiu 
©ill f!i iBrfl yon© ii Xv*; ax;: no oe-aeijfffu- b^xi ©d larii eix©e 
Miole rtoxi©li*io ^ insnimsvoO won ©di to nollaiXiafloo 
<: 0 Oi 3 X£on loii aexiisg ©di ya bX.^rl «!«©iir XauiliXco ©EH ©d 

.leiXod 



Henmry /icte «a» titm Cen^pvts 414 m»4 

«l»k «ii4tw lapurtaao* tote Xact of a fow aoro 

aaoilas te^C in tte GoternMat or ttere oaiag a fan 
lass Sintet* *1 r«lSft4 all ttesa issaas at tha ^onfaranca 
Itaalf aB4 ^ wamt •mj tha raplias lAleh his SxoallaBey gara 
aara, ta ay aiaG, raassarlag,” sal4 tha Prasi4ant* 

Aftar tha sattlaaant of thosa fa^Gaaantal issuas tha €o 

• 

faraaoa eaaa to eoasiGar tha strangth and eoapo^^tlon 
of aaa Saaoatlaa €aaneil» tha ^bofaranaa w adjoamad 

/V 

ta anahla prlTata and laforaal talks to aa earrlad on 
aaongst tha partias for a sattlaaant* "Tan knoa tha eon- 
Tarsations lad to no rasniu^* tha naalana said* Ha addads 
^Xb tha eoarsa of thosa inforaal talks tha posltxoQ takan up 
ay ar* Jianah «as that tha aasila Laagaa aiona snoold 
noBlnata nos 11a aaaoara for tha naa Sxaeutlva Sonnell* 

Tha coagrasa fmoid that soeti a position would ha laeonsistwai 
with Its hasie national <haraetar. Ton anst raaaahar that ai 
far as aa ara ecsieamad, It la not aaraly a quastxon of 
saats ant ona affaeting a fundaaantal prinelpla* Wa aara 
praparad to aceonaodata tha misiia Laagna tmt lur* Jinnah 
took up an un-eon^onising attituda." 

imm*A w 

Continuing tha Xengrass Prasidant said that tha 
?iearey had askad tha rarlons groups to suhaxt lists of 
nanas fron anidi hils fixoallaney aould ohoosa aftar eonsultatJ 
on with party laactwrs* Jtr. fianah aafusad to suoait 
nanas* *ia tha intarrlau 1 had with Uls Sxeallanoy 
on July ia« Jia tdld aa that ao f ar m te JMSllsi saats 
.wamm aane«cnad ha had andaarourad to prapara a list 
and Saak nr* Jianah*# apP^^dl* Tha Tlaaray furthar 
taid aa ttet te did hla oait hat fallad ta parsuada nr. 

Jianah una huiistad that tha nnsiln nonlaaas should 

iG 

ha nantaatad hy Itefua lerkiai Canalttaa* 
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.iton/i^D evij.’cfix^ t^ru in: i.i uxi. 5 '.., fc.T^,u.aicn 

ins + ax<srr'vox ea ’'■j.t.s''- / .c-y. truv bwr: drai-jncL jrfi 

U'.ns i!fv .isjosrano uu: x.-an cji riq.w 

:t'l.:&i ;; 4-; \X'i'ic. • jon jj. ^.'snsorwo siix s-v ^ ibI 

ftisr 9s- ] .".:6 .7 H.' .. -..-u, J JQ 

•B/- *• .Ta .t^o fc;j'(,39i 9/1J t'-I/'DO'‘ iwoonn oj h'.-m ry*iq 
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uiv Lijic jnsi^dfci t cse-rinrt s.ij- ga'^./ai.j-nov 

Ic -7 5x1 ,l5.i'!fXw ao -qnoT4 ^aoxi^v C9*>x* Un xoisolv 

J-iJi/ia./.r I^T'lM Sii'^n.jM civ^CW vol© J.£-o>^ difi nr;x ;i.oiV 

:.j fc#«ylw nt-nnli .laa ,57 yj-i^c lU^*^ nc 
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Tha Vlearojr «as oniibla to agraa to it and felt it 
wee not profltetole to proeeed with the proposale 
at preset. 


**Two points arise out of tie prej^ent,** the Pre^ 

w 

sident said. ^''The first is that the attitude of 
the uaslla X*eaciie has oeen responsible for tie 
failure of the ficnference. The second point which 
enerses f ron tie refuial of the Musiia Leacue,Kthat 
It was fort^hh Lord Waveto aecide idiethertogo 
forward or not* Hp Jixcellenoy has decided not to 
proceed for the present* In this connection jList 


-b 
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say what 1 aaidat the ^ferenee t ^ itritish 
Gowemaent could not aijisolwe theaselwes of tie 
responsibility for tie ooMranal proolea here* 
so long as the third party renalns, these diffi* 
culties will renain as pans on a chess oboard and 
will continue to move in this fashion. Whether 
it is today or toaorrow they oust take up a fire 
stand on a Just and fair basis. There is no other 
alwmatiT# out to do that. And onoe a decision 
IS talcen we nust aove forward* 

'TThose idio are prepared to g o^’orward eos t be 
allowed to go forward and those #io wish to oa kept 
out Should be left out* Without determination nothing 
could be done* Wavering winds and faltering steps 
will newer carry us forward on the path of prepress * 
We must thantL before we take a step* Ana onoe ee 
decide hesitation is no virtue but a sign of definite 
weakness* THere is nothuig new in this so-ealied 
coam u nal probiea. 

**1 have no regrets whats oever f or the uongress 
st>«id la this Sonferwakce*” 
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Besides «h«t b« had aaid, thara aara certain datails 
about tlia prooaadiAgs of tte &>nfaranea and SsttK tbara 
was eartaln eorraapoadanoa idixeh ha had axehanfa^4d.th 
dla BxoaUancy. Ba wa& not at iloarty Jnat now to 
l^awaal that corres pondanoa tmt the eooniry^^ow all 
about It to bawa a c orraet plo^i^a of tha s ituatlon. 

Ha had written to hia Hxealianoy mr ii^ ralaawe and ha 
hoped It night be puDll^nad shortly. 

The ucngrass rrasidant was asked tteb both the 
ygoarory 's orcadoast as wall as thaNiiiita pe^ar referred 
to agraMitfit anongs-t parties for the snecass of the 
plMi and as such the Gowamnan^onld not be olaned fcnr 
the failure of the C<»ferange. The nanlana replied s 
'^That IS true . Wa aeeep^^UJe Invitation knowing full 
wall the position, but that eabtalnly doe|iiot nean 
that any group should be given the right to veto or that 


any group should ba allowed to mpade the pxo grass of the 
country. It should be seen that no party takes up a stand 
Which is Obviously arong. Thera could never be perfect 
unanlnlty." 

In reply to^'^thar quasticxi, the Congress President 
contested the clain that the Musiin league was tha sola 
raprasantatlva and anthoritativa organisation tha 
Muslins of India. In all tha provinces where Muslins 
were la n najorlty there was no League Ministry to talk 
of. Thera was cwgress Ministry in the Frsntler Provlaee 
Unlmist Ministry in the Punjab; In the i^lndh Sir (telm 
Hussein Hidnyatullah depended on Congress support and the 
position in desen was slMllar. It could not therefore, 
be clalned that the Muslin Lasagne|represented all the 
Muslins. 1%ere was large bloc of nasllas who had nothing 

to do with the League* 

(Hindustan Tiaaa, July 15,IM6) 
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3il©j 01 yajt-xnxjft ©u-^uei on exjw ©aeiu \Xlao mat m at ©aew 
eenivoa^ aeinca'v 9 ^’.? ffi ''.a t-iniM . c.ea3iaov.‘ ©sir ©aeiiT .to 
x©Xaifi^ ait- rfbni<- ©aj ni ;a«f,fiL'-i ©aX ni \;iJcXi"u# jfexroinJ 
erX f-ne la oqrrs fcdeaxn nc leLnoceb fleiXxrXxvyjefciw nleaenE 
j‘>apleaeffx Xon bi «co Xx ,aai*r-ifc aew jaesaA ni noxxiaoq 
eilf iJjs beXorxsicsa eu^ ©ea riifctrM ©jSx X©xiX tBnisio ed 
^i -i Xon rari t* w i;.,xidjjii, "c nolo egaal c.ait'©a»dl ,£fBiiajw« 

.©a^aeJ onx rJXi© ob cx 
\>x'b laeiaxi' naxxafcatK) 



Tbe Congress Pr •sid«at Manlana Abul Kalui Asad 
addrassing the Sinla CooTaranca on tha etsicluding 

day, Jttly 14, 1946 at ^lala said that ha Tary Bueh 

y -jv/' . 

apprAolatad Lord WavallSs afforts ardae solutoa 

t 

of tha political daadlooh. it was cooragaouaof tha 

i 

Viearoy to hava takan upon hiasalf tha rasponsibiiity 
for 1^:i£|dLlara. Bat tha raspoasibility was raally 
not tha Viearoy*s but of othara. 

IKhan quastiOQ of itrai^ and ooBposititxi of tha 

intaria Govarnaan^aaa up bafora tha Confaranea Lord 

i 

wawall rightly adjoumad tha &xifaranea to anabla partlas 
to eoaato taras, but tha Huslia Laagna elaioad tha tola 
right to noainata all tha a^lia reprasantativas on tha 
naw Bzaeutiva ^uneil. This elaia was untanabla and 
unsustalnabla and tha Congrast could not aeoapt this 
position. 

Tha Congrass was not a Hindu hody . It eould not 
wipe iut its history of 50 yaors. at a uuslla^daolarad 
Maulana Asad would not tolarabatha Coagrass becoaing 

i 

f 

a puraly Hindu body. Tha Congrbss had a right to oXaia 
a shara for tha waif are and rasponsibiiity of Muslias. 

Tha Gongrass Prasidant ragrattad that Lord *awall*s 
afforts to bring about an intaria agraaaent seal had not 
suecaadad. Tha Yiaaroy had said rapaatadly that tha ausiia 

Laagua*s elaia to raprasant all Muslias could not ba aooaptai 

t 

ad in its antira^. 19 was tharafora, olaar idio was ras» 

ponsibla for tha failura of tha fionfaranea* Tha Coaaunal 

question 4 had taJcan upper hand and had bacoaa stuabiing 

A 

block in tha path of Indians progress. 
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idjcJLjb-) AiJtf/ r.r*i..xisift ^fifctio© iH ^ht^yicO srlT 

j-rnoc sr:j nc ecnsielncl* f^rli ^ru*.^e*itjb£ 

i cuffi \itv 8fl ^JB g^-GI ,H ,Viib 

jt 3 -*r;:!loc. cj“ic’il© 4 i.ItiV 8 » ctova bc-J*:.^xo 4 *:'?cTjB 

' eiiJ Ic fiiJv'esjfcfiwoi? ox ,i«of ifcjLt+C lijoliilcQ mis, Ic 

* rjcQU nt>3iBJ ev^fi cj \c^’eDIv 

vjIx;©'! 'Mi,A’ VstiXxai &ncr.i'OT[ efU Jua ,e*iL'lXsl exidf wl 

>* 

.£TyrJ-o "io w+i»cl £‘'’^c*xfcMi ©rU jrcn 
e u? 10 r'cXJiiccciwt tfu. .ufib'ijd Ic ''Ut^eyp n©;!'.! 
t‘ci ‘f: 0 fe'it,lnr >3 erJ eic'ibd q- fe-asojafeici'i©voO ,«xi-jiix 
tsijf'tfir furifci^e c,; sor© 7 slr ''!0 ©rU ?©nitJc.cbjB ij© 7 ** 

»£r2 fjT* f eui.jelo c-ff^iceJ alXxyi ©ij o l ofpoo oj 

©•^X no a©-t^trstrscf'i: ©” !'-il£gsi f>nj^ Hb fjijnxfron ci 

ffie «I-,xr€jr'.,' -i-r dx, o fci*ii .iicf.voc- <^en 

iop flisco tcST^no;- felly cne ©iaxu^xedciiiTij 

,noxJi.<;io 


w»cr f-!;oo Ja , Vtod ubru, x sSnr i-aeisnc-C ©r'i* 
feeiXAHOC L-ii-UA jfc <yB i Cd ’ic. \^cJfcIn uX wTim- tqiw 

'nruGoc t-;Q i-tfeigaov ©r-Jetfseii-ioJ’ ,yofi fix'ov? ^ xfUiliif-.- 

ffiXXiO CJ J-.'vX'! i. t^vH c£fc' gilOv SilT .\fcOd iibiixr \ife'jKfC £ 

,«., Aj “io ", jiiXgj.- n.; «©'? t'fUi ©xU ic’i siiirlc 

iHlvm* .-"jca JrfJ r-fe.Us'iafe'i v» ©bi£©7-i £ii©i:[iXicl ©xd 
s*or bxjsi b a- m'jfesVu ne Jura* ^nXnr r<j cj"toi‘i© 

iiiij LL*.t ©oj st*nj \ibsji»f-S'! M£-c bed . tetfeecouc 

ot'cf ©a jen it-IooD XinXiaujiE xi* Jf!©-.©ia»'r pJ kxsIo c’'©if 3 *©a 
--€1 <f’if 1 ©Ic ^fe'jc'? 9 ie J dti •vieiijn© ni be 
Ififfuf'.rr'ol srfT . fern©is"^nc'5 ©rij To feiuXiiF'i ©rijir'i sxuiUioff 
©prrrs'j tri-r: bn© fnRri leoau neHisJ fceri '« xmljeeup 
. t.c.GT!|C'io e.*jBi: ni lo njsq ©iUnl liocXd 




TlM Tletroy n«d 4o tato a9 responsiollity 

in solving tim eoninanal quostlon as tn« Indian parties 

tnaasalves baeanse tha nrltlsli Govamaant eonld not 

aosQlva Itsalf or Its ras pons lb lilt/ for tha situation 

that had arlsan. lha axlstanoa of tha third part/ 

was graatl/ responslbla for tha prasant position. A 

f Ira attltuda on tha part of tha Vlcar^ , vhlch was 

c 

logical and oasad on tha prlneipla of Justi^a and fairpla/^ 
aiona could bring about a sattlaaant of tha ttaaonal 

t 

problaa. Tha yicaro/*s prasant vavarlngaid vacillating 

i 

attltuda aas nalthar corract nor halpful. Hasltation 

and aaafcnass could not bring about a solution. 

Tha Congress Prasldant added that ha vas still 

optialstlc and not passlBilstlc. Ha assurad tha Vlcaro/ 

that tha Congrass would contlnua to show tha sim 

spirit of co-opara tlon idildi it had brought to bear 

during tha ^onfaranoa . Whatavar tha result of tha 

donfarancai Lord Wave 11 had aada ha attaapt In all 

slnoarit/. Difficulties had eropad up, but tha Vlcaro/ 

N 

should not be baffled by them. 

'"’^^^Tha Vlcaro/ at this stage said that ha appreciated 
tha Congress president's observations. Ha was still not 
without hope of hr mg mg about a solution. Ha knew that 
the/ all wflitad a Just and fair solution, irat the/ should 
all bear In wind that axpadiano/ could not be excluded. 

Be would contlnua nls efforts to bring about coaprooiisa 
and adjustnent. 


(Hindustan Tlaas, Jul/ 15,1945*) 



VJlixoi‘-noo C.91 eiJ*;,? ri vciet-iv erfT 

rjiiDn erj- iscp {»il; ^^nsvicd at 

jc,a cijjco jneisff'ifevc'O AUjija 4#nj bo;.i;,c8a 'sevit^iaerj' 

noXjxjjjjii- enj lO i cji iC' ’u^cux etlccas 

vS'iEc tziCLf finj ‘xc ecrtjtiixfc ©lii ,fJ©^xie fcxsri Jxjnl 
A *noj:xxsoa ^n£:i.«ia »nj ^c i ^ 000*01 ^.X^isig 

I 

26 ? itoXdif- f eriJ 'lo Sjsi':; ©nj no ©t-L^x^jja ffiixt 

. > 

v£>J.r 7 ii.fi‘j Xn£©iijcij^ 1C F*irionxig ©aj nc fce2sc box. i6ox^:I 

IsnvmiM edJ- lo ioeoeljjsi. x: j^loub goi-ia bine 2 eaci£ 

gnxtfjjigjgv bft; gniievfiw Jn^csia i’voie'-X'v eril .Efclacia 
^rx.tf,jx a©.': er. 'ten jt«':*sco •rsnjxen '^w 

,noid.,ioa ib' i'oc.-jB gfri^o Jon tXffjo --.er}ix,6ii Lob 
I lxje acw &h j^rij berc^ jn&M*.©*!*! feacninc.. ©rU 

VO*5tciv &dj CSIJJi-aX- 6.i ,OX J c-iuX fc^Sn JCH tXLB OXJ » Xii.xJq J 

©liJ woiic cj eynUnoo fcae’.gncO erij j^iij 

'ii;©c cj Ji;,uO'ic b^'2 jx riOixiR ncij »i©cjc-c' 'ic Jiitcc 
er4 'io JiA'-fci ifc‘ve-j’f:ib> . ern&'ifelnco ©nj gonnl 

il6 III Jqi;5sJj6 o;j ofcjsfc b^.n jltvJSf’ i-iod ftiOdezbiCiVS 
Xcn^An edS Jno ,qu teccio c-£n x^xjiooxnxc 

.i:t.nj VO Kfoillfto ©c jer bincfifi 
bcJ-ir^-zoas cd j£ j ri.£t t rjc. ilrj jji \,ciuoxv‘ mil 
Jon jixje cBw e- . <-iCio^vit-oc o’jnebXts'iq ciis-r^nov ©itj 
SjBrij 1^9021 ©H ,ncxji.Xc £ 6 J. Cd£ s,ou',i:nc '10 oqo.t JucnJJiw 
tlr/o^a YSilJ ,ncXJ' ;r;i nXsi toc Jnsjl m t&Jnbn XXjs xedj 
.b^bx'foj;© en jon r Jcfoc- vo'’’e'ibnxff .u 'isea XX« 
eexcoTcfroo Joo'^^ 'ni-'d rj iii., ennunco fcxnow 

, jneffJc:xLt-5: bne 


fiit'BiXU -’JSw cnbfiXH) 



MMmsL 


X& in intiiirlii to tht UHiTiSD PfiSib of India, laalina 
A 2 id laid on July X6 at Villas *X havt oean in eorrospandonce 
wltn tha Viaoroy on tbo quoition of tbo relaasi of Ccngroii- 
Bon still bihind prison bars and an anxiously awaiting rasults, 

1 hava argad upon His Hzaallancy in order to treata an ataos* 

» 

phara of goodwill and autual trust, it is assantial that all 
Congrass prisonars and partioularly Banbars of tha All India 
Congrass CoBBittaa should ba ralaasad and tha han on tha 
organization ranovad*** Ha said that ha could not indicate 
i^at would ba tha results of his effort but to his Bind Lord 
fawe 11 appaarad to ba fawoorably incllnad. 

Replying to a question wnather tha Cdngrass would taka 
any eoncrata step now, uanlana Azad saidt^^l do not Sea any way 
iBBidlataly* The Congress willy howayer, watemha davalopBent 
and give a load #ianafar it is found nacassaryt” 

the Congrass Prasidant said) Tha Rational Planning 
GooBilttaa of tha Congrass did wary useful work, but before 
tha final report could be subBittad, tha leaders ware anrs^tad* 
Tha Congress will, howarar, like to rawiya tha nix actiwitias 
of tha CoBBittaa*" 


(Hindustan Tioias, July l7 1945) 


•OS* 




^^picta *c Cil. 1 a uj ©nj cj jif^'Xv*3©^^n£ ruit dX 

BtsfietflOqt^eTOo nx nfc©c! ©V£Xi i“ cl nc bxs^ fcXiA 

-sfiait^ncv' ‘tc t-it.ii'T ©lU In ncxjij©wp eru no \C'*ifc©iv onj ‘^Xif 

\i fKsxrx rji fcns >.'ij8D ncoizc tianfs.; Jixj£ nam 
-cCHJ^e m tjne^iv cs 'j-Lic rJ vonwA&oxL. aH ntqu e/£n a 

I 

uh J£V xLi^fietiije cl J£ jjtjyu jUiUC^O! cn^ xiif/tccg 'Ic 
©Irni il;^ orij iC nn. w'lincfcX'iq <^ceiqnOv 

f^iU ttr fifid bixj? ©d Mi/cri; ©eddXraca iUi no. 

OJ^rifc'-L jr-n ri/jc’ so j/ J Met ec tiCLj&ur^^w:^ 

noJ fcnii? 2xrf cd luo J*ir 1© cXil "ic ^iucBt eili eo cxijcr 

jBnXlCr. i VxCi^VfCVM^ ©0 OJ tei£$ Il&V&lt( 
bluer i;2‘'T "'fl ©rfd Txr^JST nc. + ^fur) £ Ov" '^riv.iqo5^ 
e J'^n Ob A jtxfiE hjb-s^ j^neluje,, ^y.^n qeJc o vnt 

:fne."'te! evc-t ,':f’VfrC' ,ilxw i eJr:f &!!}.:.i 

rniict ex jx 'isvsnsflt ■' ©X © ©vxi fcn>j 

V'*J '.Eli xi:ncxj£« trf'i jtxibc Jnetitifi'i coe-’inoC sdT 
noleJ Ji'd iUii-cjj x^bv txt< t-cei .ncv ©nj lo e©JJiC!..Ov 

.tej'-'.iip oif.i -'rociifi exij ,i&jjXi;;a.'6 fcii/CD J*iorF©’s Ixiii'i enJ 
fi.xjiVAj:*, USX fcfJ bvlvbi ■Joxxi ,‘i©ve»'.'e.i ^.ixr -usi'^ncl ©riv 

^ # ©tJ Ja iiliii! V Wiw /lO 


{BHl \£ vul ^‘'©u.X'i 
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Ca JUls wBj OBck to Cmleutta, Mgai-ana Asad idMI at 
tlia DoUil Railaay staticn on Jaly l7, 1945 adidrassed 
th« orovds aoich had gatbared to mIcom him. 

As Used imetliar ttiera aaS a possibility of the Congrass 
going back to ainistrias In tha provinoaSt ManXsna A^«> 
said that thara vaS not nuch possibiIit|r of tha Congress 
aeeapting ainistarial responsibility in tha provinces 
aithoat a change at tha centra. At tha aoaant ha would 
aSk his country to wait and sea. 

nanlana Asad’s secretary, Frof Huaayun Kaoir said 
that tha Viceroy had ^saad special ins truet-uons to 
ensure that Manlana Asao’s journey was as comfortable as 
possible. 

Addressing tha crowd, Maulana Asad said that idiila 
they had learnt to eo||eet and raise slogans, they still 
lacked discipline. People ikiif disturbed him even during 
the night. 

Referring iiai to the faii^ of the Simla conference 
he S8ad that they should not feel dejected. AS lar as 
tha Congress was concerned, they had played their 
in accordance eith the dictate^ of their conscience* 

The responsibility for the failure of the talks was 
Government!s. 

fhaoTiMliB from the crowd suggested that he should 
A 

organize the Nationalist Muslims, Maniana Asad said 
the qnestj.on was engaging ois attention. 

in an interview manlana Asad said that he weS still 

0 

in correspondence with the viceroy on the tin of the 
release of political prisoners and lifting of the ban on the 
Cengress. The Qiestion of releasing bis correspondence 
with the Viceroy did not arise. Similarly, the questjLm 
of noldlng a meeting of the A.C.C. Also presumptUi!^ 
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rsdtiQ^bt^-i 3K'f ♦'il vm^ILb: i u^u »-U 

.iflXii Srtir<:lf>« CJ fc/rt «40«; lo e-*:j 
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5iif?"i::3no*' sfld 'lo Itd^52<*cir nt?Ai.i’ <«e»^ ©isjU dij.id Dmiih 

f 

ear. u VO-I a e.u nx vix ix jx Jo't-iei l^iiedfixnxx Tj-uj^esox-- 
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OJ -JDi":. .1. bBUiU iiicid -^o-ie-xv e*ij jx-. 

-jg ct! cc '-B \;8n*iXi0j, -* xzxh ciiSjgxXfcsjti 3"»~’ "'J- 

. 8* Ji “«iO^ 

sjlxnw Ji^ruT raic. ixsiA jsnsi fi'.wo’i’.j e^f iifii .--.‘x. t/s 

CXIita V'O.IJ ^ u-vsiol d ©gCfc*! bri- JOBilSOO ox XiTii^Hi .^€*1 \8.1J 
rjOiiu*"' aavs a-i r,9anj<ixD ^teil ©iaoei .ortAiXAO-.t! 

.Jiiixa t'-!J 

93 08-', t.: no. x;l!;iw©d,/ -r. u*ltflXr-i ©fiJ CJ wtt n:.'Ti«^!©h 

as I” Si/ .r©^.-9i;9r‘ loa'l Jon \;ofU :xuiJ t- ^ ©ri 

iwcr ixor.j r.-w. oxj.n ^bsmor'-ioo --3e-i n-o e-u 

.©ins*nc;no; iXiJ.''4 *-> ^jbjo^o ©.L iJaw ©silk n* 
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ox,.crl:i c-ii soi-o,v'iv. l'7/< nv eJJ :flOT't ai^'*** 

XXii- aES^- ••.:Ti!..fj:i a ,-.ax I-jUflB xcxxjeno* 43 * ©.^xjib-^o 
. &x. 3'it.^3a9 n’-tci>jp ©dj 

iiXXc i!j£V7 ©II Jjbi ij XLjUw D.».,S*v MtlBlcmm H© Oi 
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^Xat3j»ej{?Tq ociA ©rfJ lo 'i£iAJ 9 ©tu j 8 grubioo lo 



22 







AMtOBd aDout the ucngrass attitada towards the aetxvxtles 

tf the Indian CMuiunlsts^ nanlana ^ad said that there were 

wry serious conpiaants aoout tnair behawlcnr. They could 

ot, however, anticipate idiat decision the Congress would take 

hen It is the in a position io the decision in accordance 

A 

ith nornal procedure . 


(llndustan TIms July 18, 1945) • 
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CONGREiiS KOT TO FORM MINlSTERlEii 

Asked at Allahabad Railway Station on Julr 18, 1945 

if the Congress would favour the formation of Ministry 

in the provinces even thiough i>imla Conference had 

failed, the Congress President replied in nag live. Asked 

)(_ 

further whether the Congress would form the EjfecutilJ^S, 
Council 4f the Viceroy reconstltateal the Council (l^©L 

invited t.ie C'zikre^^^ to j'in, A 2 .-d 

replied in natative, 

i^io^tioned at Gawnp''re whether the Congress would 

office in the provinces, Maulana Azad replied 
V I cclvvO- 

now the lay with the British Govt, The 

Congress did its best at Sir-la. He further S!>id that 
the first 'work before tne Congress -Voricing ComTittee was 
to acquire the position that was before the August 
dis turban ces, 


( The Hindustan Times, July 19, 1946 ) 
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CQttGRS&b DOSS MOT FATOUR DMDBiR 

I* Manilla Mxad 

Maulaaa Abal Aalaa ^ady eoagrafs Pras ideal, stated 
in an interriee on July 19, 1945 at Calcutta, that he had 
aritten to the Viceroy cm the iiuestlm of release of political 
prisoners, the Ilf ting of the nan on congress organizations. 

A 

He had not reeeiYed any reply, tmt the expeuted that political 
prissners eould oe released very soon end that the ban tm 
Congress organizations would also be withdrawn in the very 
near future. 

He considered that hetould be able to hold a neeting of 

the Ail»lndia Congress Cttaamlttee in the course of the next 
fiL 

four fiwe weeks. A ueeting of .the congress Working coamlttee 
A 

would also be held then. 

On the question whether the ^^gress should now accept 
Mffice in provinces where heeticn 93 was in force^the congress 
President expressed nis porsonal opinion that it would be 
very difficult to accept office isstil a popular Gowernaent 
was established at ihe Centre. 


fixplalning the Congress attitude to the Frontier Ministry^ 
Maulana Azad said that the Frontier Ministry had been fomed 
under special circuMS i^ances itheux the MMbers of the working 
connlttee Mere behind prison bars. But If the ppllcy be 
judged by the results, uenlana Azad personally thought it 
was a step in the right direction. 

Beferring tc the general election^the congress President 
Said that the Congress would not demand reflection to the 

legisiatares under the Aetpf 1936, out if the Viceroy 

i 

would dissolve the present legislatures and order fresh 
elections , the congress weald not, of course non«eo*operate. 

Asked aoout the possibility of a new attenpt at settle- 
nent between the congress and the Mnslln League, Manlena 
Asad said that the Congress had always been anxious 
for a settlanent but in triew of the present attitude 
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ef tb« l 4 iagti*y ]!• did not how/«li«& it could 0« done. 

Jlaxilena Asad laid that even though the &lala uonfereace 
had failed, it had eade soae contrlontion to the political 

adeancenent of indla. It had cleared the ataosphere and 

/ 

brought about better underebauding of the eutual Tiewpoints 
of Britain and India. 

BBMGdL PSPhLSito^ 

The Congress President said that the proolens of Bengal 
were constantly in his alnd. Doctors had advised hla to 
tahe eowplece rest for tvu seeks, out cn coming oack 
from such rest at a health resort he would devote his tine 
and energy to the provinoe/l 

Referring to the existence of two wings of the Congress 
in Bengal ^uaulana Asad said that on his return to Calcutta 
after release he discussed the situation with sons of 
the Congressnen here. Be andeds 1 feel that with a 
view to strengthening the Ccngress, the difference between 
the two wings will have to be removed. They should forget 
the past and be united.** He said that he would take up 
the matter on nls return from a orief rest. 

Referring to the recent politiual developlments in 
Assam, the congress president said that the question 
of forming a congress «^istry in ^sem would have 
to be considered in the light of the local eituatlon 
there. 

(HiBdps£8i|lTimes J uly RO, 1040) 
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LSAGUE*o UiMRSA&ONABLS Di3MAND 'v'RilGffBD C''IIFili;^3FCri: 

.Vavel shxould \ave a'^o’ntoc 1‘irm 

l\ vi^'.x'Ux Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
addressing a Press Conference at his residence on 
July 21, 1945, said Lord iVavell had already stated that 
he could not accept the League*s claim as justified 
and if this Has so there was no justification for 
allowing the Conference to fail on account of the 
admittedly unreasonable demand of one party in spite of 

t 

the agreement of all other parties, 

Maulana Azad added that if Lord Wavell had 
adopted a firm altitude, the Muslim League would have 
ultimately come in and a popular Govt, would have been 
formed at the Gwntre.'' such a Govt, had been formed, 
certain admitted evils from which the coimtry was n^'w 
suffering, that il, bribery, corruption and administrati«a 
inefficiency would have been largely eradicated. If 
men at the top were in_corruptible snd enjoyed the 
confidence of the people, a great deal comes have been 
achieved even with the existing machinery," 

(The Hindustan Times, July 21, 1945) 
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tht Congrtfld Presldant iiulana Azad, murtuni 
t»y Ui6 AisoeiiUd frm on 24 at Calenttaf oatlined 
the proposal he had aade at ^iala to overooae the 
opposition of the iuslii League* 

lanliaa ApnX Kalai Azad las asked idiether there wss 
m any truth m the report that at the tine of 4 m his • 
alala negotiations he had lade a vain offer to the Leagne 
that he eould not press for the inclusion of Congress 
Muslins in the seats reserved for Muslins in the preposed 
reconstituted Mxecutlve Counell. 

The Congress President sald^^^at that was true. H^s 
proposal vas that If the League agree(j/t o the inclusion of 
two aoie and suitable Nationalist ausllns who oelcnged 

k 

neither to lie Congress nor to the Laaguei he would not Insist 
upon the anclusim of any congress Muslins. 

Tha Congress President added that ha had nade this 
offer on his own responslollty oaf ore tie he hadu a chance 

. to iOBSalt his ooatagues of the Working Connlttee* hut he 

ir<a- u lui 

^ had proved agmaOle, he would have oeen able to persuade 
the congress Work4ig coanlttse to accept the suggestion. 


(The Hindustan Tines, July 26, 1246 ) 
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^B attgr— Pr«siteiit*s 

Mtfilaiia Atal KaXam Azad, tha congrass Prasidast^ 
hats issued an appeal te Coograssaan all over India 
to oDSarva tna niatb of August ^ a proper and uafluting 
Banner and to devote the uhoia of tJtia wees, following 
tbe constructive progranae* 

Ha sa^rs: "The weak following the ninth of August * 
has seen declared aS a national week in various provinces. 
1 would in this connection issue the fallowing directions 
to Congress'^aen all over India* We aust permit no word 
or action that aay mar the soleanlty of the day. HooSy 
deackistrations and cheap rhetciio are an insult to-ftie 
aaaory of those who have fallen« only fitting hoaage 

is to work for t%e cause of wnioh they died. Lack of 
organisation and discipline has be'im ^e of the fatal 
weaknesses in our national struggle. We aust 
nnrtelves to overeoae such weakness* In tie Ranged 
clrcuBBtanoes of today the constructive progranaes offers 
9^ Mans of welding ourselves into disciplined 

soldiers of India freedoa. Through the constructive 
prograame we aust therefcre rehaoxlitate our poeple 
and gamer our strength. ^ 

"1 would appeal to Congressaen all over tie ]|>and 
to ODServe the ninth of August in a proper and kef itting 
Banner* There aust we no exuberanoe in word or action 
out a dlgniflwd and weil*orderwd display of our national 
will to fraedoa. Where there is no oan on puhllolMetlng, 
they should oe held at 6 p*a* to renew our pledges to the 
country. Where such oan exists, aeetlng should he held 
In private quartexw at the suae tlae or hour* There 
should oe no speeches except oy the President of the 
aeetmg* He should oriefly eiqpjialn the nature of our 
peaceful and non •violent struggle end eapnesise the 
laperttfiee if the constrt^ive pr^eaee* 
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The andieBee >h 02 ld stand in silence for two elnutes 
In MBory of those eho have oeen taken away from car aldst 
In the last three yaars. nee tings fthoald th«k disperse 
in orderly and dignified silence. The whole week shonld 
ire oDserved as one devoted to he constructive prograatue. 


(The Hindustan Tiwe8,.laly 26, 1945) 
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M. A2.AD‘o APPEAL FOR TAOORE MEMORIAL FUKD. 

s' 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad has is sued the following 
statement on July 24, at Calcutta lending sunport to the 
Rabindranath Memorial Fund, 

Maul;;na Azad sayss '* It is a matter for shame that 
we have not raised as yet a filling memorial for Dr, 
Tagore. Perhaps he needs no memorial oniier than the ' 
songs we cherish in our riearts. It is, ho-.ever, our'’''ut/ 
LO sae nne obj-?L- ior ’..iic.- na av.-r. no o'.-' .‘oh 

cf hie day^ i ^ ,.e acu.. i likai to 

mam lol-Xi then;. Tha '/isvsbharti the living S'.Tnbol 
of Iris hopes and dreaios. .Ve must ensure that it 
continues to serve the ends fob which he founded it, 


( Tr.e Hindustan Times, July 25, 1945 ) 




BELSiiaE OP FOLi-TAUAl^ MAUI CONiaSSH OP A2AD. 


Thtt question of rolttt»o of all political prisoners 
without any oxcoption was upporaost in his aind anct it was 
the iBnedlate li> 5 uo before the Congress^ said aanlana Atmi 
Kalan -Asad, to nr Nirod ftitt and er harm Roy exdetann 

A . 

and er Aaplla (diatterji idaen they interwiewed the Congrosy 

VjLxv^ M y'M- C»-i.cjtOU5- 

President onjoinday evening, ^When er Barm Roy specially 
aentioned the release of nr otya Ranjan Balcsni, mo was 

alimg m JslH, eaulana Acm said that he was deeply 

* 0 

conctired ahont ar Bakshi and already had sent a wire 
* • ^ 

to the authorities about his health. 

«> • 

liattlana Asad asi>ured that the he, would not leave 

any stone unturned get*all polltiaal prisoners released, 

•A 

ineludmg pre<*refora prisoners and political acseonders. 


(The Hindustan TIms, July 26,1945.) 
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AlBiRY«t> iiHiT GOOD MSIS, oAYa A2AD. , 

'*nui nei^ of the defeat of Mr Aster/ Is goodi** 
said the Congress President^ llaiilana Azad« 

'*Sli:6>4ereetr'Of*Tlr-^iBe*y'-SS‘'~a^^ " 


(The Hindustan Tiaes, /nly 2? 1945) 






/(•f 

lb* CoBfFttSfl Pr«sl4«it, MaalaDa Alml KaXaa Asad, 
ba* coagratalatad tlia brltlab Praalar«alact, Jir Cleaant 
Attlaa, m the eleotioa results. 

In a eahle to nr Attlee, the Congress President sayst 
Hearty coogratulatioos to the people of Great Britain 
on oehalf ef Indian people on the results of the elections 
#iich deaonstaate their ahandonaent of old ideas and aeeep* 
tanoe af a nev world. 

In a cable to Sir i>tafford Cripps, naulana %ad sayst 
''^bngratuiatxons from one wno dispite differences in respects 
of solution of the Indian problea has always been 
conwinced of your sincerity of purpose and gratettii for 
your endeavours on behalf of India. ** 

India will watch and wait," said (laulana l^ad 

H 

when interwlewed by the ifc^OCXAT^eO PRfioct of India 
thaJ Borning onthe labour Party's victory* Tha Manlana 
Saids ^'xhe victory iaposes a heavy resp(xisioility onthe 
labour Party. The world is waiting to sae if they can 
avoid the alstakes coaaitted at the end of the last war.” 

The Ccmgress President added: '*rhe British elections 
are aoiaentous for the future of the world. More iaportent 
than the oen for whoa^ the British people have spoken 
so unequivocally ared» issues that decided their choice. 

The results are a signal victory of new ideas over ad 
old and prove ^ that the people of Britain have decided 
ti discard the old and worn-out order.” 


(The Hindus ten Tines, July 28^1945). 
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An aAnran^ to tie public that the correspondanoe 
fcaitehaipat-tti betMH Lord WaveII «id hlaeelf relatu 


fcaiteh»Tp»ftti betMB Lord Wavell «id hlaeelf relating to 

the fi»lala Gonferenee whenever^ relaaeed for puolloatlon 

till reveal nothing that vlll not satisfy everyone of the 

;ood«ill of the Congress towards all part 4es and of Its 

« 

fira deterainatlon to aceoBaodate thee all for fruitful 


Cv-operaticn v;as given oy naulana Abul JLalaa Azact, Ccttigress 
President) In an interview. 

He said: '^In a recent st^teaent to he press, regarding 
the correspondence oetween Lord Wavell as ehairman of 
the i»tela Conference and nyself ^ Mr Mohaaaad All Jlnnah 
desires ae to overlook the ruling of the Chair and publish 
it. i need hardly eaphasize the fact that 1 have souht 
the parulssion of the Ghairaan of the Gonferftioe far 


the publlcMtlon of our correspondence) but it would hardly 

be consistent) witn the conduct of public affairs if 1 do 

no agree to abide by the ruling of the Chair. 

*1 can however, assure the public that the eorrespoD* 

dence between yia Lord Wavell and ayself relating to the 

•• 

Conference idienever released for publication will reveal 

nothing that will not satisfy everyone of the goodwill of 

Congress towards all parties and of its fira deteralnaticn 

to accomodate thea all f or fruitful eo*operax,i.on. 

*1 can assure ar Jlnnah and the rest of the country 

that there is no thing in that correspondence which would 

support any of the suspicions to whidi expressicn is being 

given. Consistently, with the proprieties of public affsuirs 

I would be prepared to share the said correspondence with 

Hr Jlnnah in confi^dence should he desire it, and thus, 

while respecting the ruling of the Ghairaan of the Conference 

1 would satiafy tha j^retident of the Muslin League personally 

that the purpc^e farwnich he would like to see it puoliened 
is irrelevent to the issue. 
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oth«r quastlons ba3«d on tli* hypoth«tleal eon tents 
of this ooorraspondoneo do not ariso«'* 


(Ths Hindustan Tines, August, 14 1945») 
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MAOIANA AZAD»ii APPEAL TO CLO^B DO'^VN BEGUM AZAD FUND 


A request to all friends to close the late Begum 
Azad Fund ^^nd transfer the amount collected to the Kamla 
Nehru Memorial Hospital is made by the Congress President 
in a statement from Gulmarg on August, 14, 

He saysj '* I have learnt from Press reports that 
in various parts of the Country effort* are being made to 
raise funds for a memorial to the late Begum Azad, I ^am 
deeply grateful to all friends who have undertaken this 
labour of lo^e| but I consider it is my duty to inform 
thea^ my own feeling and views regarding this matter. In 


deciding to raise public memorials to perpetuate anyone*s 
memory we must keep certain principles view in my pp A n ia, 
Memorials should be raised only to the memory of persons 
to whom it has been granted to render somd distinct 
Service to the country,.or who have come to occupy a 
special place in the estimation of une oeople on account 
of any personal distinction. Judged by this critefion 
the proposed memorial is hardly appropriatet. 

** I have therefore come to the conclusion that 
I must request all friends who have so far collected 
funds for this purpose t^ close these funds and transfer 
the amount collected to the Kamla Nehru Memorial 


Hospital, Allahabad. Once again 1 thank zll these friends 
from the bottom of my heart, ** 


( The Hindustan Times, August l7, 1945 ) 
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Th9 following U tbo f nil text If tho stalOMBtil 

>sOlL^Of' ^ 

0 i^^cb h83 Just endod 2m4 to the postponeMent 

^ of ttany urg«it problens* Inaowe ea^es this was inevitable* 
In others I the war was nade an excuse for such postponeient* 
The final end of the war has suddenly brought all UieSe 

» 

proDleaa to the forefront and war conditions can no longer 
be pleaded as an excuse. Both froa the national and Inter¬ 
national points of view the quesucn of India's freedon 

political and eeonoeie, is now sn urgent and vital issue 

Wri- 

on which depend an only the well-being of 400,000,000 

but also to a large extent the f irture peace of the world. 

'*rhis question always vital and iaportant, has now 

^ • 

been preoipitaled t o \he very for el’ront and thera can be 


no further, delay in its solution. The solution has now 

•• 

to be a final and peraanent one. ^uch a settleuent 
can only eean the establishoent of a deaocratic 
govemaent for a free and independent India co-operating 
in the ^tematicnal domain with the other the free 
governaents of the world, As a part of this settleaent, 
and f or the brief period between now and the a3<^uaptiQn 
of office by the govemaent of free India under a constitution 

fraat;d by the constitute aTssenoly, interia ag governaents 

in ^ ^ ^ 

both in ^tre saddle provinces will be necessary m orde r 

to deal with the acute distress prevailing in the country 

end with post-war prooless, as well as to arrange the preli- 

Binary processes of the ocnstituent a^seably. But such 

interia arrangeaeQts can only be possible as a part of the 

final settleaent. 
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"It ]ia$ statad on Mhalf of the j^rltish 

Goremaeat that a eoaetitoeat aji^eably ehould ee 

SttomoaedA the coneUuiloa of ao&tllities. Hostll^lties 

hare now cea;>ed« The only exease that aay he advanoed 

for a poasihle delay in convening the constituent assen* 

• 

bly ia the lack of a solution ot the cosiiaunal prooies* 

This Should offer no difficulty as the Indian Hf.ticnal 

Congress ha^ gone a long aay to find a solution, 
w 

regard to the ii^du*uusllm proDlen, m It haszxh 

taken shape today with the demand on the part of the 

Mnslia league fora partition of the country^ tha Congress 

has given the most earnest ocmslderatlon to It, desire mg 

as it does, the well-being and freedom of the country 

as a whole and of t^ each* group or coffloiu.<ity m It* 

It has even recognised the right of self-determination 

of any area provided that this is the eSbaalished and 
U)'vhL 

declared witi^of the inhabitants of that area, out 
subject wf the exercise of such rlfeht not resulting 
In the compulsion of any ither group* 

sihe Congress is convinced that the Indian 

htate can only be based on tha willing eo-opwraticn 
of its fedrating units and of its principal commun^ies 

A. 

and cannot b# founded on compulsion* Farther the Congress 

>*> « 

has declared that the federa'ilng units ahonAd nave 
the largest concelvaole amount of freedom to functj.on 
as ^y will, subjactxn only to certain essential bonds 
for their common welfare. £vin independent countries 
adjoining each other have to develcp these common 
bonds and links and can no longer live in dsolatlwn* 
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<*X2iaft tiba Gc>iigre»s> ha3 gm9 8o tbe farther Xlailt Sa 

reoLgnltlng the right of »elf-deterainatxfi eren totbe ex* 

tent Oft aeparation under certain cirouas vanees aad with 

certain lotitt aafe-guards tor the communities affected 

for the country as a whole. Xt had done so in the earnest 

hope that itien the problems are viewed in nroper 

perspective end vithout passim mod preludieey the facts 

of the s ituatlon mill induce all concerned to co-operate 

together in building up a free end democratic Indian 

State, with every freedom to the constituent units to 

develop according to their needs and wishes. But if 

« 

an/ »uch unit or group of adjcSi^g unit decides other- 

A- 

wise, it c an take charge of its own destiny. It wlllbe 
open to^ representatives of-^ch a unit in the emstituent 
assembly to advance^ its claims and a *'ecision ao this 
should not rest on the majority vote of the assembly 
but on the vote of the representatives in the as^'embly 
of the areas concemad. 

'*)Riile ^he Coagress position is clear, doubts 
and suspicions have not wholly disappeared and I feel 
that in ord^rto remove these some eharificatlon is needed « 
I purpose^thereforf to piece this matter before the 
next meeting of the Worhlni Committee and I am 
confident that the desired clarificatioiAAll be forthcoming. 

8o far as I am ccncemed, after l<xig and careful 
delftberatlon I have come to the conclusion that the divi¬ 
sion of India is wholly impracticable and opposed 
to the ultimate interests of Indian Muslims thea^elves. 

<^t I realise also that the present political 
atmesphere of the country is surche^geed with suspicion 
and doubt and a large section among the Xndi&oi inssllms 
does not seen to Ini In, a mood to view realities in their 
proper perspective, this section esh oe ejected 
t do so tsniy when it la assuref that the detaminatim 
of thej^ 4UiSthMha rmeta wim ’thiinelves without 




extarnal eooqpul^ion, Mhen ix realized, sue pic ion and 
douDt elj.1 largely disappear and efforts to reach a desir* 
able and nutually satisfactory soiutxon of the cooBunai 
prouiem aill be fruitful. 


"ifi the great tasks Defere us, ail of us oust 
get rid of the fear complex. I appeal to my fellow 
ahslias to wlew the question in this perspective 
realizing that their future lies in their own 
hands and there can be no coapulsion (mthem. 

1 appeal also to ay Hindu and hikh and other 
feiiow-citizens to a 4 }preciate this approach to a 
proDlea which has troubled us wms so much and 
has been a bar to our progress. 

"With this approach * on tbt|4)art of Muslims 
and Hindus and cktXdhha , 1 have no doubt that the 
atmosphexe of dl c l^^^ Hfili undergo a change and 
give place to a climate of mutudl trust. Hven 
the section of mus^lms 1 have in view can then 
be trusted to begin to examine the question of 
separation dispassionately. 

*lt should be borne -t-n **** mind that If the right 
of self-determination is conceded to any area in such 
•Iroumstenoes as prevail in our country, it is not to 


encourage fissiperous tendencies 
cause of d istrict and, therefera 
tion,’ ’ 


but to ramore the very 
, the desire for separa- 


(The Hinudstan Times, 21, Angus^ 
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MJiULMA AaKS FOR P0uTP0N3MT OF SL3GTlOf3S 


Mauljina Azad in a telegram to the Viceroy 
Says : *' It would be glaringly unjaa,t to hold 


ejsctions without flr^t allowing the Congress to function 


sufficient time to organise the elections 


II 


( The Hindustan Times, August 23, 1945 ) 
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OlATxOH OF FULL UiVl 


BQP!55ii^ 


^rtBa g ttp (KaMh n rfr ), * 14 is a Matter for satlsfactdon 

that Several Provincial ^ovemaents have noe taken 
steps to lift the ban on Congress and I hope further 

steps will soon be taken to restore civil liberties in 

ts •n 

the fullest Measure eg enable the electorate to es^erclSe 

t/ 

Its will in an atmosphere of full freedon, sa^s, the 
Congress president, Maulana ^ad in a statenent^ ai* Wcv.q^<v 
^ ad afldt: ’ li, ^<1S- 

*Ihe release of all political prisoners and detenus 


of all categories and the cancellation of all restriction 

• • 

iMMTdMactiM orders and unexpected warrants of arrests must 
follow quickly tob oaplete the process of restoring aoraal* 
ey. Sven oefore the end of war was clearly in sights the 
vic^^ was pleased to reccgnize that there was Much 
to forgive end forget* 

« ^ r 

After the end of nos^ties what is lotu^ed lately 
wanted in India is anew start with all ulT.temess 
of the past coMpletely wiped out* Ihe dead past whxcb 
was the outgrowth of Its own aonoraal clrcuMS lanees 
Drought about Dy the tragic world upheaval nust oe 
left Dehind to bur^y its dead. 

S' 

frhe foundation of new India in a new world 


mus t De laid on t he Main rook of 


gineral goodwill 


freedom and willing co-operalion. In the light of 

this conception of the future I earn understand why any 

A ^ 

exceptions should oe made and allowed to rani^l in the 
oody politic* 

"The exceptions so far reported include the 
ccsigress Saoialist Party. Whatever might have oeei^e 
point of view of the Government engaged indie prohemu* 
tion of the wary not only the spirit of forpive and forget 
hut the general political situation in the country 
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at the end of the ear deaands that the pai>t snoald 

« 

not be ea^rledy over (nto the futare* 

'^nrely the laooor Goversment of England should 
be the last to look as icanoe at the Socialist ^arty 
of India, ahj.ch la a section within the Congress, 
if they are supposed to reaain under ban, the Congress 
organsiation as a whole cannot oe saio to oe free of it.. 

*1 earnestly nope that the Socialist £Wty and all, 
other patriotic organizations will soon be released 
from the embargo under tbs idilch they are placed 
at present and all of then will be allowed to function 
normally at an early date to participate in the forth* 
coming elections and In shaping of their country's 
destiny. 

< 

^1(1 have not the slightest doubt that such a 

general revocation of the(}ast fLth all its bitter 

aensrles will bring about tMe that feeling among 

the dynamic sections of political worlcers and thinker s 

in the country, which is Inddapensahle for determining 

India's future relations with England in an atmospheze 

*) 

free from the dead weight of the past. 

(The Hindustan Times, August 25, 1945) 
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dUBILto* PATRIOTI<>M BfiVONO DOUBT— MAULAKA A^AI 


'‘The tragic circumstances in which Mr, i>uhhas 
Chandra Bose is reported to have died in exile will be 
learnt with in India,*’ says Maulana Azad in a 

statement from •jrinagar on,August 25, 1945 on the 
reported death of Mr, i>ubhas Chandra Boae, 

From his youthful days, he was passionately* 
devoted to the cause of Indian freedom and pursued h.is aiiE 
with uncommon zeal and single-mindedness. He attained 
a high place in the es^ti^jttion of his compatriots at 
an early date and was rewarded with the highest office 
in the gift of the nation, 

*’ His patriotism was beyond doubt and but for the 
wrong step he took at a critical juncture he might have 
hert^'in our midst to-day. It U^eiatremel^ sad and 
that a life of much promise has met with a premature end 
in circumst&ncea which everyone in India will regard with 
s orrow, 

” I cannot help thinking to-day of Mr, *arat 
Chandra Bose and ^e^r members of the family who came 
under a cloud of suspicion on account of deceased’s 
ill-fated association with the Powers, They have 

suffered inc^ceration for a long period. Now that the 
war has ended and even 5ubhas Chandra Bose is no more, 
there is no reason left for prolonging the inc^ceration 
of any of them any longer. 

” Demand for their release has been repeatedly made 
by influential sections of their countrymen and I 
earnestly hope that the Government will no longer 
hesitate to set them free, ’* 

( The Hindustan Times, August 27, 1945 ) 
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NATIONAL AHMY PRLiONiiito 
GOVT.'o D£ClcION —A2AD 

Maulana Azad issued the following statement on 
August 31, 1945 at Lahore:- 

" The Govt.^s decision about the prisoners of the 
commonly known Indian National Armyj while recognising 
the specialZ circumstances of the case proj^oses that . 
the leaders of the Army should be tried by Court Martial 
and the law should take its course. This sounds ominiol^s, 

iU 

It is commonly bebaved that in spite of the grave error 
of judgement^theye prisoners had no intention to embrace 
the AJKis Cause but were moved by patriotic motive. The 
circumstances in which they are bellsi^ed to have acted 
were exteznely complex. Now that the war is over Indian 
«»8ntiment and public opinion will laa no case sanction the 
extreme penalty, I would not like to enter Into the 
intiicacies of international law but according to legal 
opinion the question of their status as British Indian 
*^^'^Jects is not so simple and their trial by fourt Martial 
would lack vali'^ity. In as much as the peculiar circum- 


stance» of the^e cases invite the saving provisions of 

international leAd, tnea liabiiitiei» should be judged 

by higher moral principles §fi international customs, in 

any case it should not be forgotten that Indian sentiments 

and feelings in respect of ti^ Indian National Army would 

in no case allow the extreme penalty to be meted out to 

u 

those who were victims of wholly^ Unprecedented and 
unexpected circumstances and who acted with no motive 
other than that of patriotism. If combatant armies 
receive the benefits of international law and custom, 
nationals of a country under foreign rule are morally 
entitled to nothing less, " 

( The Hindustan Times, September,!, ) 




MAPLANA AZAD ON INNjSR MEANING OF FAiTIUrr 


Maulana Azad nho led special re( 3 uest a 
congregation of more than 25,000 Muslins Including 
the elite of Srinagar belonging to all|politlcal 
parties in the Nazratbai Mosque gave the following 
sermons - 

Dwelling on the inner meaning of fasting and prayer 
he Saids **Fasting does not mean mere abstention from 
nutriment but discipline of the mind and rigorous 
self-control for subdueing unworthy passions. Thirty 
days of fasting were laid down fa* self-purification 
which meant spiritual discipline for leading an honest, 
truthful and upright life in the face of hardships. 

This extempore sermon was interspersed with copious 

» 

quotations from scriptures and sayings of the Holy 
prophet, Maulsna Azad said the real purpose of fasting 
was defined by the Holy l^an as a means of attaining 
a virtuous life and went CD to says "Once the Second 
CALIPH asked Ibnlkaab what was meant by Taqwa virtuous 
life, The latter put a coonter qiestion and asked the 
Caliph iti at he would do if he had to go over a path 
beset by thorns, ■‘•he Csiliph replied he would gather up 
his garments to avoid being entangled in thorns 
and Ibnlkaab interjected, Tj^at indeed is the way." 

MaulsDi a ^ad said that life itself was a path 
beset by the thorns of evil end Islas had prescribed 
religious duties like prayers and fasting for training 
tne untruly spltlt of men and teaching them seif-control 
and the way of leading a virtuous life* It was like 
gather-ing up one’s splrj.vuaA ; 4 ariaek.s ww a*e.^ a orush 
against the thoru* <. 

Kfi# IbtnAana exhorted the cajfregation to lead a piire 
Lanest Md virtuow.s life ai d to constantljmow the seeds 
of good acts in the soil of their souls If they 
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desired to reap a rich harvest of happiness 
and contentment 


(The Hindustan Times, Sept, 2, 1946) 
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SUPi'OHT TO ISFFORTS. 


Maul an a Azaddbs S'Catesient on Tlie Situation. 
Maulana Abul Kaiam azad, Gongrass President, 


nas Issued the follovnng statenan'c to t.ie presss- 

" 'When I was at Wardia, on ':he occasion of che 
last WorMng Gonii/.i bt'^e meecing, I ^aceivcd a 

t 

cslegran irooi Sardar Sampuran Singn, Leader of the 
Congress Party in the Punjab Assesicly, zorung that he 


hzz Dean invl >a t- ainner tc the Iia’iaraja of 
rati ala, in which after-dinner speeches 'ay also 
18 delivered on tne resent, I’olitical^tuation. 

t 

lie asked tsy advice vhachsr na sno'zld participate in 
i cr not? I replied aaz his participation would 

not be advlsahle, fe, therefore, i-iformcl rze oxz 

« 

August 20, ohrt '1 ' has decll jed to deliver any speech. 


function. 


'•But ’■,‘hila "eoi.'.rnii.£: froic hardha, I z 
rc-^onisned to tha fclloi.dug press re-'jort (in 

the 3 'on:b an CTnroni cl e ) j 

’> /iCcording' to talks here (Sitil a) the SlldiX 


dirmer 
nain cb 
coiniuni 
parties 
Patiala 


ar Patiala last -night -/as i . 
J sets: firstly, the iio'icrTa. 
ty during wa''-; secondly, nni 
Vehind Patiala’s leadership 


tended to serve 
:ce zf tne Sikh 
:y of S5.kh 


and 


- n 
v.1. '> 


and for 


three 


*al:araja*s z.enbership on the V/ar advisor,- Coun¬ 


cil and thirdly, Inclusion of a Sl'zh in th? enlarged 
Jixecutive Coiuicilp Master Tara Bingh, Arsli leader, 
Gyanl Kartar Singh and Sampuran Si Leader of the 
Congress Party in the Punjab As-^enbly, participated 
and showed their support to the three denands. 

The Sikh leaders are prepared for a nacel for 
election of ,an Executive Councallor from ^ong 
them to be forwarded to the Viceroy, This includes Sir 
Jogendra Stngh, Sant Singh H.L. A. (Central), aiid-Samper 
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Sampuran Singh* Two others>3ardar Bahadur Ujjal 
Singh (of Hoiand Table Conference) -lid Sir Datar 
Singh of Indo-iritish trade negotiations are also 
trying their l-^ck.” 

ilo socnemad I reached Calcutta, then I 

asked him (Sardar Ssnpuran Singh) telegrathicaD-ly 

■ 

ha ruch or othervh.se of the report, as I cou3.d 

» 

not believe that he, bei_i;g a responsible msm*ber 
of the Congress Party, co'old associate himself with 
any demine based on the declaration rejected by 
the Congress, 

In reply to ohe above talegrara, Sardar 
Sampuran Singh wired to me saying that .he Press 

report was yrC'Xig and hat he :iad no as'ociaticii with 

« 

hiese demands, :,ow I am writing to hnin to folly 
clarify the situation ‘y a detailed s atenent to 
the press. 

The above mentioned Press report also 
mentions Mascer Tara Singh in this co'inection. Master 
Saiib is a m.^mber of die Punjab proviiscial Congress 
Cenmittee, '^nd a member of tie India 
Congress Comlttee as well, I have written to :he 
Punjab Provincial Congress Comraittee go inquire into 
the maGter and apprise me of the s?..tuatioD. 

( The Amrita Bazar Patrika, 

Septernber6, 1940 ) 
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Mad Iteges. Stagttog ^ 
gi_jiUc.UCTi _Sampa4jgn In Pmla b, _ . 

Maulana iU>ul Kalaai ilfzad, the Congress Presidltfit, 
has Issued the following statemex. on the Punjab 
Congress affaires- L I'lHr/ 

"I regret that the pressing demands of the situation 

» 

have eonstrained me to postpone my immediate engagement 
in Lahore, and now I have to proceed direct to Bombay. 
However, as soon as the business of the Wording 
Committee and the il^.-I.G.C. is concluded I shall 
pay a visit mxwtatfc to the Punjab. 

*Xt seems to be necessary to inform the C^gress 
circles concerned that I was fully apprised by 
Mian Iftikharuddin of his desire to be relieved of 

I 

his responsibilities as ipresident of the Provincial 
Congress Committee. His resignation will take effect 
after ths next meeting of the provincial committee idileh has 
been summoned on the 27th of this month. 

"In the meantime, having regard to the importance 
of the forthcoming elections to the Central 
Legislature it is essential that preliminary work ^ 
f oannection ii ould not be dela 3 rad even by a day. The 
selectior^f candidates will be made by the Central 
Parliamentary 4»ub-Committee. The Parlianentary Sub¬ 
committee may find it necessary to appoint a specif 
representative to supervise ths entire work connected 
with the elections. But Congress Committee Miould be 
individually canvassed for any candidates the Congress 
may put up.. 


{The Hindustan Times, Sept. 8, 1945) 
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AZAP pafitfc ^OhMOllBlIBHT OP SIBCTiCito 

ilaulana Asa^i Prasidant of the Ind|^ National 

iaa I^>4J>U 

Congress, ilho arrired bere by air aftemoun froa srl* 

«vJ 4^7. Il4y b 

na§ar| in an inter?lev preferred the postoneaent of 
elections vith^a vlev to vli^den the franchise and revise 

w*' 

the electoral rolls rather than hold the elections 

* 

cn&e basis of the present Inconolete electoral rolls, 

j, 

"The Congress he said, has stood for adnlt 

suffrage for more than a quarter of a century and, there 

fore,it cannot view with equanimity ths deorivation of 

tens of nllllcns of potential vot^. It is a matter 

for satisiaetion that this is being realized in other 

quarters too and nubile protests are being lo‘ged 

t 

against the restricted franhise and defective electoral 
ro^Is on the basis of which the fortnboming elections 

i 

are prpposed to be held. 

"It would be a travesty of tie pminclple of repre- 
sentaticn to exclude the bulk of the population 
from ex'rresdlng their will and exercising their choice 
of representatives ef for constitutionomaking 

body, Jkiy election held on^e basis of existing 
electoral rolls will be entirely valueless for It 
cannot reflect tie will of the bulk of the adult 
population of the country. Considering the fact 
these elections' will be prelude to the constituent 
assembly and tie i#ues at stake are so vital a postn(»ie» 
ment of tbi election s is called for. 








^ Tltm Ka&Xaaa £»a^b that tha bfui a till 

la foroa on tha Oongraas alllad organlsatxcns void b 

A 

liXtad« Ea part&onlarly raferrad toiia Congrass 

« 

iioolallst Party and saidt Now that the Ccxigraas ^ 

if no longer an Inlawful aoelhtlon and norsal aetiw; 

tlaa have bean raatsaad, it la obvious that no party 

« 

o 

within tha Congress can pursu^a any activity which hai 
not tha Sanction of ta Congress and, therefore, 
to place Bay party under a ban on the assuaption that 
it is litely to aot in defiance of th» recognised 
Congress r^cliey is wholly unjastif iahls. If a party 
departs from the recognised Congress creed it will g 
outside the pale of the parent organisation and nay 
then be held responsible for its independent activities 

wo long as this^an is not removed the Congress 

i 

will not consider itself entirely free fron it. 
aSLF DSTfiRMl nation ISSDJS 

1 

Maulan Azad said thatdtie Congress Working 
Committee at this smretin^ in Poona will discuss the 
isue of Self-determination and will adopt a resoluti 

A 

• n clarifying the s tand of the congress as laid down 
in August, 1942, resolution an so that all mls- 
under^itandlng and confusion could be removed. 

Asked if the Congres- will have uake any step 
forward to meet the demand of the Muslim league, 
Maulana Asar* said: ''n© ^ 1942 resolution is the 
final sxand ingress wili only clarify the policy* ^ 
Asked if 4 l1s \reoent statement that'^'in fhic^ever 
region Ih^ Muslins m major*tyjthat^a declsicMa 

which is not their oen will be Imposed on them** 

i 

meat that orovineisl temritories sM they stand 

% 

at present sho^ be allow«As to exercise the right 
of sel^^etermination* Mau^a Asad sai^’^ Thas# 
artificlMl tarrit<w‘i#s 
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Maulana Aza^ saild that the Congress would ask 
the Communist party to explain their oosition and 
activities Vlii-A-Vl& the Congress and they would 
be given a time limit to explain the position. 

(The Hlndustai Times, i>eptember 8, 1945)* 
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A2AP A>ia» WQTycgqft TO 
HBQRGANIZS 

Manlana Abul Kalaa ^ady Congress President., addressing 

V(caa> wMh>. V 

about 300 Congress workers t33 4 i e .<^ ew i e a l » i g reviewed ^ 

the events of tJa last three years and said that 
in 1942 the Ccwigress had been put to a very severe 
testy but he was proud that they had emerged successful. 

The Ccftigress President said that the Government 
tried to crush dowi the Congress and to that end they 
arrested all responsible leaders and worders overnight, Im 
but the people outside took up the challenge and faced 
all trials and tribulations. 

In spite of the fact that many people had been 
ruined, homes and fajl Hies destroyed, their spirits 
remained uncowed and uncrushed. The fire that had 
once bean kindled in their hearts could never 
be extinguished as long as they did not achieve 
Independence • 

Continuing, Maulana Azad said that he would 
put the whole correspondence tkm which he had with 
the Viceroy regarding the release of political 
prisoners, and the removal of the bans on various 
Congress committees, before the next meeting cf the 
Congress Working Committee. He was glad that 
different Congress committees had been legalised and 
a large number of political prisoners released, but 
he was not whobly satisfied with the result of his 
efforts, Still a large number of political prisoners 
including those arrested before 1942'were rotting in 
Jails. Ha would yet make another effort for their 
release^, the Congress would not sit idle. 

Referring to the Communists, Maulsoa Azad said 
that the C(»mnunists would be given full opportunity 
to explain their ease before the next meeting of the 
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Working Coaualttee after which the Committee would 
decide aoout 4hem. 

The Congress P resident asked Congressment to 

revive the Congress Committees, since they had been 

funLallzed. 

A 

'*¥he'CeHgwes»-Pres44em%->asked-WeiieM»»meRt-te 
rev4ve*ehie -Cwftgress-Oewi^ttees f * 

" The reorganization of the Congress shoulid 
be the first task before C(3dgressmai," he concluded. 


(The Hindustan Times, Sept. 9, 1945| 





CcHBmenting on the celebration of Id on two different 
dates in Shdi^ lift ftaulana Abul Kadam Az ad In an 
Interview Aald in Delhi on Septembers, 1945. 

"It is to be regretted that In these days of wireless , 
conmunications and teleprinter devices idilch have mad^ 

It possible for distant places to obtain accurate 
Information within a few minutes, different of decisions oi 
such matters should be suffered, 

"‘■Lhere Is complete unanimity among Hanafi Jurists 
that If authentic information Is available from aoy place 
about the visibility of the new moexi it should be 
relied upon and Id should be celebrated where such 
Information has been received. 

"1 see no reason why the news/broadcast last evening 
about the decision of the Kufti of Dacca should 
not have been relied upon in places i^ere It was heard, 

A piece of information reliably obtained and braadcast 
satisfies the oondltitxi laid down by the authenticity 
of information." 


(The Hindustan Times, September 9, 1945) 
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Clarifying liis fttatanant on tiie right of saXf- 

dataraination for tarritorlal units, naulana Abui £alaa 

Azad^Congrass Prasidant, told pressaan today Oalhi 

on haptaabar 9, that tha axis ting provinoas In )&ich 

Muslias «a» in a aajority could not ba aeeaptad as units 

etaA.«v^ * 

for that purpose* He added that the Lahenr resolution 

» 

of tha auslia League itself did not aaka any rafaranoe 
to tha provinces. lUostrating his point, Maulana Asad^ 
pointed out that, idiila considering tha question of the 
Punjab, they could not force tha Aabaia division 
(where tha Hindus ware in a decisive aajority) into 
join^g a Separate htata. hiallqr'^'^: Bengal, Burcwan 

and i^residancy divisions could not be ooBpj|ih|§d to 

a 

join the rest of Bengal into a separate htate. 

»! 

The Congress President, Bade it clear that all inhabi- 
tants in the areas concerned would have tha right 
to say idiathar they would join tha Union or fora 
a separata ^tata* 

it was obvious, ha adoed , that in areas in which 
tha Muslins ware in a decisive najcrlty, their opinion 
would largely affected the verdict of those areas. 

in reply to question, the Congress President, pointed 
out that what he hadsaid on die question of self-derternin 

I 

ation was en elaooration of the Congress Worhmg Coasittee 
resolution of April 6, 1942. there was no question 
of going back cwi that resolution idiich lul had nede 
it clear that the Congress coulo not think in terns 

r » * % * 

of forcing any axaa to join the Union against their 
freely-expressed will. 
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Aslmdi tiw iiiiietb«r r«solati«i ol Aprxi 6 had not. 
iMan nulllflad oy tha Jagat Harain LaX resolutxony tha 
Congrass Pralidan't raaarkad that tha two resolut^mis 
van not c<mtradietory« Tha Uongraas did not want to 
forca any unit to join tha Union. Ha thought It aaa 
naca»i>ary to &ay ao in order to oaiid up a unitad 
Indian i»tata on a souadi footing. He waa not alihout hope 
that those aho aera danahdxng separation aould start . 
thinaing sericusiy, if they aera told that they hid 

free choioe in the aattteir. 

P 

The CcMogress president was emthatic In his opinion 
that It aas essantlal to make the Congress position 
clear on the question. 



a 

(The Hindustan Tines, hepueinber d, 1945) 
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EDRTHSt^T limit QU9GHB5>fe> CAM GO . 
lUUiANA A2AD ifiXPLAilfe i^gLI^^-DSTgRMlUfAriOft. 


A 


TlM Congress can oy no oeans go fnrtber than 
Its criginea SLand envisaged in Its Delhi resolution 
of April 1942, enich nat* snoseqpently conflrned 
by the A.i.c. c. at AllahaDad. That is the furthest 
llfiiltlthe congress can go in regard to the issue of 


I 


>/ 


self-ceteralnatlun. Thus ot>served Manlana Azad^ Congress 
President, in as interview to the United Press. 

’ p 

The Congress jpresident said that Wcric^g Conmittee 

had given Its best consideration to this laportant issue 
• ... ^ 
devoted considerable tine to It and ultimately arrived 

at this decision. 

Asked If a plenary session of the Congress 
would be held in tie near future, uaulana Azad saids 
'^J.t IS necessary to convene a plenary session of the 
Congress soon, out we hafe to cchsider others problems 
sdso in this connection. General electlcns would be 
held Shortly and all the energy of the national leaddS 

A. 

■ust be concentrated on this Issue. Any diversion 
at this stage is, therefcre, undesirable. At the same 
tine we cannot postpone holding of a session for long • 
twe shsULi therefore consider if it would be possible 
to hold session during the iiiaster. if it cannot be done 
during the faster It will have to be delayed considerably 
as hot weather will set in thereafter. The Congress 
Worming Committee will have to consider all these 
aspects before coning to any final decision on tie matter. 

'’Replying to a question idiether he would accept 
another term of Coigress presidentship, mauiane^ad 

Mi ^ ' 

smiled and remarkeds 1 have onme the ourden of the 

P 

congress as Its fres ident tor %he five long years. 

Don’t you think that 1 have every right to ask for relief 


-» 
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*®- :^7 

non?^ 

Asked you go-t any eeassage tor tJxe 

people of the country on the eve of the elections?" 
the Congress President replied that the ness age of 
the congress for the people would oe laid down clearly 
In Its election manifesto which would oe announced socn. 


(The Hindus ^an Thses, September 18» S 1945) 
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INDIANS FRBSDOil STRUGCL S COMTIHUSS ^ 


A fervent appeal to tbelr countrymen'^ to strengthen 

the Congress by Joining It in large numbers:iia and 

solidly voting for the Congress nominees In the oi 

coming gft general electlois vas made by Maulsmi Abul 

Kalaffl Azad, Congress President end Pea dit Jawahar 

&al Nehru addressing a mammoth gathering -this 

evening at Poona on Sept« IP, 1'‘45. 

{Xd'fref V^e meeting Manlana Azmd^ald: "I 

am reminded of -the Journey to Ahmednagar through 

Poona three years ago ai d of the cry of Inqulld> 

Zindahad raised byja, fee young men at the Poona 

Station when the train carrying us stopped for a 

while at the station. That cry was not the shouting 

of a few youhg men but the voice of Indij^a,'' The Britidi 

Government thought it could stifle that voice and 

(XcUvUt 

extinguish -the «fc«-oe of freedom ihich was burning 

A 

in the hearts of my countrymen by arresting their 
leaders. 


WILL TO WIN FRSSDCII 

'*But there was something in 'the naticwi that did not 

die and coSild never be suppressed. Thah was the will 

of the natlonf to win its freedom. The Indian people 

0t demonstrated during the last three years that the 

/>Ua^ 

flmme of freedom could not be put out. HThis period 

A 

thousands o±x have suffered great hardships. But 
like gold put in fire the determination of the people 
came out wltl^ore shine and glit'tering from this 
fire of hardships•** 

**rha future of the country will be determined 

by the people themselves," said Maulaia Azad, "f3ie 

Congress, as the only representative organization of 

the people, needs reorganization in the ll^t of the 
experience gained during the last three years. 



-04- 

I liope Gongressmai will strive to strengtlien this 
organization aid ecmtinua to jl^ight for freedon 
till we achieve our goal.** 


(The ’^'^indust^y* TIjms, -^-^Dtember 19,194S) 
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AZAD WXtHDRAWAL OF 

BmtRicnom on congrs^men - 

• The need for the Tarlons ^ovlnelal fiovemaents in 


India, to felloe a nniforn policy In the natter of 

•€- 

forthecnlng General ^leetloo^to the Provincial 


Aaseeblles with particular reference to revising the 
present electoral ^ll^ihioh eere prepared in 1941 

was eaphaaized by Manlana Abul Kalan Azady Congress 

t Y o’ . 

President, fX. a press Gsnferenee on September 20, 1945«M^ 

nie Congress president also stressed the need fcr the 

^ - 

Covemnentj^ India and the provincial Governments to re 
lease all political prisoners, remove all restrictions 
and bans on political meetings, processions and other 
demons tr at ions and do away with election disquali¬ 
fications arising out of ImpriscsiBmnt extending over 

SL 

two years. Maluna Azad averred that unless this eas done 

A. 

the proper atmosphere for conducting the general eleetloas 
mould not be created. 

In this conneoticm, ManlttaAzad traced the efforts 
the Congress had been making since the release of the 
members of the Worluag Committee in June last to 
create a nee atmosphere of goodwill mod eo-op«ration, 

but he regretted to have to point out that the response 

P 

from the other side, particularly from certain provincial 

Governments, was not helpful, though some positive 

action In this direction bad been taken. 

The Congress Frasldent at tha very outset referred to 

the various rasolutlons passed by the Vorklng Committee 

at Poona to be placed before the All-lndla Congress 

Committee, and said that among these "X want to draw 

your attenticm to the resolution regarding tha alaotxons. 

Thase alectlons ara of two cahagorlea, one for tha 

Cantral Assembly and other for provincial Msemblies. 

* 

AS regarG^the ^tra,tha Congress has OLlways malntai ned 
that the existing SmgisAative Assembly »»» «it. of 





dat« apart froa its Tary rastrletad aad narrow basis* 
As ragards tha prowineas , tha GoTamnant of ;&idla 
Aet of l9S^ldanad tha franchlsa to a car tala axtant. 
Va waatad tha saaa aidanlng of frandhlsa to ba applied 
to tha Gaatral Assaably also** 


laafiDlATfi TRAH^FBR OF POWSR 




U-*. 

<Wi<, 


Maalana Asad eentinueds lha Govammant eonld haaa^ 
if thay «^tad^%a brought tha Oantral Assaably to 
tha saaa basis as tha proviueas la regard to frandiisa* 
Bat Goyamasat did nothing in this regard though a 
provincial Governors* confarenca .was held. ,'Hiara ^ 
is a aaaaing in oar eontasting|^a elections to the 
Central Assembly, as it does not lead to ay change 
in Govarnaant* One or two provinces even snggastad 
that wa should boycott tla alaetioas4.o tha CantrsLl 

i 

Assaably* ihis was the aattar idiieh engaged our 
attention at Poona for a nuabar of days .a After 
weighing all the eonsIdarations, tha worIcing eoaalttea 

itL * w 

caaa to^onelusion that the Congress must contest tha 
alaetioa8|to the ocuit^:^to record the Congress demand 

* for inaediate transfer of Power.* 

* Wa caaa to the conclusion that wa cannot afford to 
boycott these elections* On the contrary it As 
impe'Vative that we must capture as many seats as 
possible, so as to danonstrate the strength behind our 


deasi d for iaoadiata transfer of power. What wa should 
do after the elections to tha Cahtral Assaably is anotcl^ 
'4har matter* This is a question which will have to be 
considered by tha Working <«OBaittaa in tha light of 
circuastanoas than prevailing* 

* The other important question idilch tha oomittaa 

as 

considered in coming to a decision on tha quaation 

of alactions was tha lack of uniformity on tha part of 

various provincial Govamaants in regard to the policy 
and proeadure to be adopted in tha ease of provincial 





•leetrlens. Uhlls sone provincial Governors have already 

mm 

•m •. 

dissolved tbe Asseablles, la soon provinces there is 
absolutely no indication as to idiat the Governor 
proposes to do. 


Revision of Sleotoral Rolls 
* In all provinces except Bombay no serious effort has 
been eade to revise the electoral rolls pxepared in 
1941 and bring them up to date. In this eonneetion 
1 would ask the Governors of other provinces to copy 
the example of the BiMibay Governor vho has announced 
hxs Government's decision to completely revise the 
electoral rolls so as to bring them up-to-date. 1 
nus2t|ask the Governors of other provinces to do liRe 
wise if the elections are not to prove a joke. Uany 
voters #io were on the rolls in 1941 have ceased to 
exist, thousands of persons lAio are qualified to ex^- 
ereise the franchise have not been put on the rolls. 
These have to be Included if they are not to lose 
their right of vote, ^is is a very important point 




on idii eh the congress feels very stongly god , 
therefore, X emphasize the need for the various govern¬ 
ments to follow a uniform policy In this respect. If 


the various provincial Governments^ do not revise 
the electoral rcdtls so^means that there is nolmeaning 


In the forthcoming elections. 


Disqualification of Voters 

* Another lu.portant point on shich the Congress feels 

very strongly is the one relating to disqiualification 

arising out of imprisonment. Some friends uho came 

^r(mii Sind told me that the Aind Government hcul expressed 

its inability to remove dls qualifrcations^ ien d iag over 

two years during the 1942 movement. We must ask the 

British Govemmtfit md Lord Vavell to adopt a uniform 

mi TMIOT. sn<d> 




fftf 

** This again Is m. Tery laportant test so far as the 
Congress is eoncemedl. Goremnent toolc these aen Into 
jail and It Is therefore 6ovemaent*s duty to see 
that they are not disqualified from contesting the 
eledtions. If the Govemaent does not reaove this 
dls<pzalifleatlon It definitely aeans that the Gorem- 
aent restricts the scope of the choice of the candidates hy 
the Congress. 

* 

'*Thls is a serious hurdle In the nay of the Congress 
and the Government must remove this without any delay* 
Belease of Politicals 

**1 must also as It Government to create a new attaosphere 
by releasing all political prlscsiers irrespective of 
blether they have been connected with the 1942 movement 
hr not. I wrote to Lord Wave 11 on July 16 stressing 
the need for the Government cf India to release all 
prisoners. Since then many prisoners have been released^ 
but there are s^’tlll many oeltiind prison bars. 

’’Furthermore, Dans sad restrictions on political act*' 

Ivltles continue in many parts of the country. These 

o 

are not condut^ive to create the proper conditions ad 

atmosphere for conouctlng a free election. 1 have 

often emphasized that If a ban or restriction remains 

on any part of the Congress organization su<^ as 

the Congress ogganlrintinn tuch as aeans the ban on the 
^ C 

mm Congress still remains. The 'Congress cannot con 
duct its election campaign with certain parts of it still 
under ban aid restrictions. The congress must, there 
fore, demand the removal of all bans and restrictions* 

We cannot understand in the face of the British Govermynent 
*s statement that they will allow full civil liberties 
so as to ensure a free election in India idiy so msiy 
bans mxd restrictions still continue* Is it a case cf 
the British Government saying the one thing and the 
reactionary Services nullifying their policy by refusing 





to translate tbat policy into posltlre action? 

"Only total release of all prisoners and removal of all 

Pans and restrletlcHia can create the proper^atnosphere 

idilch 1 have been trying to create ever since my release. 

X masPt etaifess I have not had the response ihich 

X i^hould have expected from the Government side. 

The Government tan do it if they have the will but 

* * • 
seems to be lacitlng." 

e 

The Congress President deolAned to be drawn into asr 
discussion regarding the latest enunclatlcsi of the 
Brltls^h Government's policy regarding India's 
constitutlcsial advance. Manlana dzad contented him¬ 
self by saying that the Congress Working (Committee will 
look into this questloB when it meets tomorrow and 
if necessary issue a reaoluticxi or a statement. 


d elf-Be term inat i on 

On a correspondent drawing Maulana Azad's attention 

to the cOTifuaion arising out of the latest resolution 

passed by the Congress working Committee at Poona on 

the question of self-determination for the minorities, 

t 

the Congress president said that ^ere was no coc- 
f us ion at all. What the Working '•ommlttee had done was 
to restate the position taken up oy the Committee 
in the three reaoluticais passed since April 6, 1942. 

The first was the Committee's resolution passed at 
]>elhi during the Gripps negotiations which emphasized 
that the Congress was oppoP'ed to a division of India 
but it would not eompBljany group of people in a parti¬ 
cular area to remain In the Indian union if they 
of their cm free will desired to keep out. 'Hiis 
was a positive attitude of the Congress on an impor¬ 
tant question. The Congress wmx mm xtx laid dowi its 
policy In this resolutio^^at it stood for a 







Uhlitdl India , tmt would not coapel the people of a 
particular area to reaain wiihin the Union if they 
did not lUe to do io. 

Then there was the second resolution tooin as the 
Jagat Sarain l«al's faMtM resolution ihieh again 
expressed the view that the Congress was opposed to 
a division of India. The third resolution was the 
one passed on iugust 8, 194^ ibieh decjjired the poliqy 
of the Congress in clear terns that it was in favour 
of a federal united India with fullest autonony to the 
units. 

What the Working Conaittee at Poona had done was on ly 
to conblne all these three resolutions to as to remove 
any misconceptions. The Po(Xia resolution, the Cojngress 
president maintained, was quite clear aid in accordance 


with his state-ment from iirinagar. He had receivdd 

a number of inquiries stating that Jagah Narain's 

^ lu¬ 

res olution was the o|^ly resolution which held the 

field. He wanted to clear this misconception and 

therefore, the Poona resolution was fia passed* 

This resolution has clearly stated the positive attitude 


of the Congress on an important question and indicated 
the maximum extent to idileh the Congress is prepared to go 

*j 

in the matter of allowing self-determination.t 


(Hindustan Times Sept. 21, 1945) 




apiiifeffpr 



Xn a brief speedi in Urdu at the A«-I»C*C. 

session held In Boahay on Sept .21,1945 

Kaulana Abul KalsD il^ad, the Congress President, 

saids "At this gtoaent every one of you must be 

thSnklng of ^incident idiich took place more than 

three years ago. Svente pase by ^ut they leave ai 

imprint which even the passage of time carrot wipe off. 

% 

The last meeting of the A.I.C. C. took place in this 
city and on this eery spot. The story of these 
three years has two aspect^, one of trials and trlbu- 
lations and the other of the forces which have 
been crea^ted by these conditions. The power of 
nations springs from such hardships. An Arable 

proverb says, 'Hardships have tbs same effect on 

% 

life as fire has on gold.' 


(The Hindustan Times, &ept. 22, 1945) 




- 25 - 



AZAD»8 igPBAL von TQiaRANGS IN POLITICS 


The view that political differences anoiig Kuslios 

6 ^ ? 

should not ^ead to aqjr conflict|bdtireen froups ad 
individuals and that all of them dnuld uractisa 
toleration towards their political apponents 
was expressed by Ifsulfina Abul Kalam Azad, Cong^ress 
President ^speaking at a reception arranged in his honoui 
by the Huslln^ residents of Kucha Chelan, where 
the Manlana is slaying« More than 100 leading 
Muslims of the locality including Mufti Kifit Ullah 
Maulana Ahmed Saeed, Dr.Barkut Ulldo, Mr. Jaffari, 

Mr. Abdul Hashid Ghazau, iietn Hyi Mohd.Yunas sod 

I 

Syed Aziz Hasan Baqal, ... ^ 

Replying to the address, Maulana Azad in a brief 
speech, thanked the residents of the locality, 
which he said had always been a gathering place 
lor people of learning and pairiotic fervour. 

r 

Referring to tha ^re^ent politicsLl situauon, ma 
the Congress Pres ideal, said that they were passing 
through critical times. It was, therefore, 
natural that there should ue acute political differences 
afflcng them, isverybody had the rl^^ht of freedom 
of opinion on political matters, he said, aM and 
therefore advised that they should do their best to 
avoid the development of political differences intc 
a conflict. The Maulaoa appeal^ed to the people to 
study the present day questions dlspassicoately. 


(The Hindustan iimes i>epteaiDer i9^w) 
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BAULANA AZAD*s AODRBi:k> AT 
LAHOHlS HSQgPTION. 

Manlana Azad ira3 given a reception at Lahore on Oet. 

by Sheikh fina 3 ratallah of the Taj Coapany, one of the leadlnj 

publishers in the country of the varfcoas editions of 

P 

the Holy Qoran. Many proalncmt Urdu, Persian aad 
w ' 

Arabic Writers, scholars and Jonrnalists were 

also present, 
b 

In a jlfelcoine address, he hailed Manlana Azad as a 
great and towering personality of Muslin India and as 
the foreciMSt theologian and authority on Islam In the 
world today. He said that no other man possessed 

that unique dlstlnctlcn of writln^authorltatlve and 

. . ‘ 

exhaustive commentaries of the Quran. By that he 

had rendered a unique service to the Mlliat as d had produced 

priceless wealth in the realm of the Quranic fiterature, 

Maulana Azad, In reply, expressed gratitude at this 

message cf love and affedtlon and paid a tribute to 

the Taj publishers for their work In publishing modern 

editions of the SMran in an efficient manner. He said that 

in view of the last and rapidly changing conditions 

of ths modern world and view of the ever new needs of 

the present times some mere suitable editions of the Quran 

were needed to meet the requirements of the present age. 

"ihereijic will be no peace in my heart until each 

and every one of us is out of Jail," said Maulaaa A^ad 

to the President of uhe Young Indiak/eague, Mr. Prabodh 

» • 
CSbandra, who interviewed him to discuss the questl(Xi of the 

release of political prisoners including student 

workers. 


(Elndasian Times, October 8, 1845.) 
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MUSLllKk* ?aTUBB IN 

CONGRSiix HiNOS 


Tha Coagress Presldant, Maalsna Abul Kalam Azad declared 
at Lahore on October 7, 1945 thatjlt vas his o(»flraied 
faith sold belief that the fut^ire of Indian Mussadmans 
could be ensured and safe csily by trading the path le^d 

A> 

dosn by the Indian National Congress. « 

c 

Speaking In j&haste flowing Urdu, i!he Congress Presidfnt 
said: “Judgedhy the ▼lew*^pointy of their interests alone, 
Muslins would dispassionately cone to the conclusion 
that the principles accepted by tie Congress enaire 
their future status on the coning nap of free India. 

The Congress President was replying at a great 
reception arranged this evening by naticmadist 
Muslins of the Punjab. 

Maulana Azad Said that he was happy to find himself 

among so naiy friends and dear ones. To his many 

Muslim friends present there he would say that India's 

political struggle had passed through various stages. 
w 

But now, sin^ the caravan started 50 years ago, we are 
on the last stage of our journey. The end of tbs jodmey 
cannot be Icxig. That nueh is certain. We have survived 
hardships and difficulties on our arduous way. But we 

I ! 

kept pressing on ward to the goal. So all the arguments, 
discussions ani debates as to the past problems have 
no relation to the present idien the caravan is al^mst 
nearing its destination. Plat your gaze on the final 
Objective. 

The <i^gress President said thst^no doubt there were 

A- 

complexities In the political situation aid unfortunately 
there was an air of mistrust and doubt adl suspicion 
between the different organizations. There w^^ doubts 
and suspicions ia^^he minds of Muslims too. far 

as tlm future of ihe country was concerned, those doubts 





w 

opini(»s. At %h% tlM tbe political struggle 

of 3jadila had reached Its finaX phase. 

There eere varied facets of toe consninel (piestlou, 
he ^sald. He eas not going to aentlon theoi at the 
noment. "iMhat is to Oe Muslins*status in tbs India 
of the future? VThat is good for Muslims and shat 
is bad? Hoe can Muslims malce their future safe? 

**hat is in the interests of the country as a idiole? 
these are questions to tdiich ee can find anseers if ee 
honestly and sincerely try." 

What is then to be tfaa touchstone to distinguish the 
true from the false?" asked Manlaa Azad. He saldt " 
That touchstone for Muslims is this s that they should 
see idieSher by following the path to i^ieh we are 
inviting them they om safeguard their future. 1 
can say this with confidence** and 1 say this delibera 
tely in tie light of the realities ddeh X have tried 
to see for the past 30 years- that the prescriptions 
of the various Muslim organizations would not remedy 
tie ills of MussalUftaB. We cannot take them awey 
from the cold , hard realities of the times hy 
a few sentimental slogans or catch-words. In the 
light of these reiLLities our path is the only 
right path. Ma^e, for some time Muslims may be 
deceived by laying green pastures before them. But 
in this desert of delusion they will always be follow¬ 
ing the ever-receding will-o*-the-wisp and will 
never reach ths desired oasis" (- feond appaluscr) 

|^"That is iMiy," ha said, "wa are inviting Muslims 
to follow tha way we have embarked upon, for this 
alone will ensmre their future in the country. 1 
am convinced that is hos we can face ths realities." 

Maulana Azad Saids '^rom tha world of fantasy 
let us step down to the world of realities. Xhen 

alone we shall be ab±e to rmadb. tie right condnslon. 
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Ve should Biuasure oursulvus by tbs standard ae have 

set ourselves, and thafc standard Is how we can ensure 

Muslla interests. All discussions and susplcloas 

should cease in the light of tbe acceptance of tie 

principles of Self-determination, about which t^re 

has been so much debate* That discussion and Is 

A 

now meaningless in the eo^^text of the present probleBS. 

Manlana Asad, thanking all those present, said that 
he would carry the pleasant burden of gratitude with 
him- the burden of the kindnesses of many frdends 
and brothers and kinsmen, 

Maulana Oaood newly electe 5 i'<| 0 kmd 

President ofthe^^unjab Congress weltfomd the Congress 
Pres IdentT; ^ 

(The Hindustan Times Oct, 8, 1945) 




POLITICAL PmONSI^ MOST BB HBiaiSSP >A2Aa 


A pointed reference to the question of the release 
of political prisoners throughout!the country vas made 
by the Congress President, Maulaia Abul Kales Azad, 
addressing a Press conference in Lahore on Oct.8, 1945. 

Ihe Congress President said th^ now when the war 
was over and the political situation had changed he did 

t 

not understand why there was further delay in the release 
of the political prisoners in the country. 

He said that at a time idien the general elections In 
India were imminent this question had assumed particular 
significance and importance. If the political prisoners 
were not released soon it would mean that the election 
field was being narrow-ed for political organizations 
and limitations j^could not be put up as candidates €o^ J«^ 
Ight the elections. 

Maulana Azad referred to his visit this morning 
to the Lahore Central Jail diere thh he met five 
political prisoners who have been in jail for over 
15 years. He said that in his correspondence with the ?tec«ff 
yiceroy on the sublet of political prisoner's* release he 
had^completed terms of more than 14 years would be 
immediately considered. The Congress President said 
he hoped that there would be no fU'^ther delay in this 




matter and that they would be released soon. 

He said in the Punjab, as his inquiries showed 
there were still about 50 political prisoners in tne 
different jalU oC tie province end he hoped their release 
w<niX4 net be deia^nsd any longer. 




tf<t 


Hatlanality And Religion 
Replying to tfcie qaestlai idiether he agreed with 
Mahatma Gandhi *3 statement that the chaige of 
religion does hot change the natlonal.lty, the 
Congress President said this was a very complicated 
question. Nobody had vet defined exactly what was 
meant Igc by natlcmaJLity but speahlng in a general way 
he thought personally that nationality never changes 
with the chaige of religion. 

Asked whether his statement from Kashmir on the 
question of self>determina^lon did not differ from 


the Congress Working Committee's resolution., the 
Congress president that that statementwas to remove 

^ / i 

doubts as to tie Congress stand oa this matter and at 
Poona the Vibrking Committee in its resolution hadjimly elaa 
clarified its position on this subject. * 

To the suggestion that his Kashmir statement accepted 
P^aklstan,Maulaia Azady<^aids '''•Lliey have to re-read 
my statemait." flieu4..'l<eawhtMO 


Referring to the /position of the Congress vls-a-vis 
the political organizations in Indian States^ Haulana 
Azad said in the iitates where Congress CoBUsltteeoalready 
existed the '^ongress did not want them to cease 
functioning, out it was advisable in view of the 
Ccmgress decision in 193^ that political workers 

.name like Praja Mandal, etc., in view of the 

\ 

peculiar conditlcxis and difficulties and try to go 


as far as they can go. 

The Congress President referred to the detention In jai. 
of iiardar Sardul j&lngh Caweeshar, Tice-President 
of the All-India jForward ^oc, and said there was no 
reascxi i^y he was still being lept in jail. He 
was sorry that he had not yet been released and 
the more delay in his release^the more would 

*’■ ^ “iiaty aaong th« . * 




(?) 

S«earlty Prisoners 

Speaking about security prisoners he said so fsf 
as he knee there ms nothing against them iftiieh distin¬ 
guished them in aaiy may from the political prisoners 
tdio had Dean released. 

The Congress President eas asked to say something 
about the Lahore Fort where some political prisoners 
mre kept and ahout the allegations of third degree 
methods of torture employed on them. He said 
that this matter was under consider at lac aid that he 
might have to spy something on it later. 

The Congress president was asked blether the report 
published in a Lahore paper that Manlana Azad was 
retiring from politics In view of his poor health was 
true. He first gave a roaring laugh and then said 
foreeful^ys *No. It is entirely wrong.'* 

To the question whether there would oe aiy 
understanding between the Congress and the Akalls In 
the Punjab j Manlana Asad said that this question rested 
with the OentPal Parliamentary Board of the Congress. 

Manlana Asad referred to his work in the Punjab ® d said 
that the first thing that impressed him most on 

j. 

his visit t is tine to the provice after nearly.three 
and a half years was the tremendous enthusiasm of 
the people for the Congress. Before this he said 
he never found the peopli enthusiasm so great for 

A 

the Congress in this province. *6o far as the 
Muslims aid &lkhs are conceraed a new atmosphere is 
pervading among them in favour (f the Congress. 

He said that the Congress leader-ship in the Punjao 

-0 _ 

had a very heavy responsibility. The|fe new forces and 
this fresh atmosphere in favour of the Congress were a 

M. A-c*- 

great strength which should not Me utilised in the 

A 

right manner. He said he had no doubt that the Punjab 
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would not lag oehlnd any other province in the Gongress 
Work. 

The Congress President referred to the various 

sections in the Congress in the Punjab and the differences 

that had divided them and expressed gratification at the 

^unjao Ckngr ess men's unanimous decision after his 

talks with them in electing Maulana Daood Gaznavi 

as President of the Provincial Congress Committee* 

V\ 

By unanimously electing ^anlana Daood Ghazanavl as 
president idio, he saxd, comes from a family that occupied 
In the province an old 9 unique aid distinguished place) 
the P.P.C.C* ha^ given an earnest of the manner in 
vihidh It would carry on its worii in the future* 

The Congress Presldent^'^ald that he was sure thetthe 
Working Committee of th» Punjab Congress would work 
unitedly as a team* 


<The Hindustan Timas, October 9, 1945.) 
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gmUAB XIBTSNU8 

JUDIi4KA AZAD A&^PRSS RSFORTS> FOR RSISiSS . 


MAULANA A^AI^nlervleirad tbe political prisoners 

including securllty priscxners on Oct, 8, 1945, 

Sir Manoliar Lal^lnister of Finance snd jails^ 

Punjab cane to tte Congress President*hotel th±Ecx 

xxxxr 

on October 10, 1945 ij|A drove him to the jail fdr 
interviewing the prisoners. He accompanied the 
(Egress president to tha wards of the Prisoners. 

The Congress President met in jail Sardar 
Kulbir Singh^the younger brother of the late 
Sardar Bhagahjjsingh and Kwaja Zahiruddin, both 
security^ also saw Pandit Roop Ghand, Ifalik ^ 

.»a.nw, LU 

Hansraiji prisoners of the 1930 Lahore conspiracy 
case. Maulana Azad also met the 18-year old Ram 
Swarup idio is serving nine years term in jail 
in c(»nieetian with participation in the August 
movement in 1942 at Delhi, The Congress President 
assured the prisoners that he was trying his best 
to secure tbs release of all t^es and classes of 
political prisoners throughout the country. 


Maulana Azad ^vealed to the prisoners tlst e^ven 
very recently at Delhi he had again written a letter 
to the Vice roy on his return from England 
about tbs release of political prisoners. He said 
that there would be no peace in his heart 
eaaday each and every one of them was out of jaH« 
This qu 3 «tioi) of their reXe«s<tf^ he aaldj was a 
very vai*! one for the ^Tongress, 


< THB HISDuMTAK TBbs» nCro,jbR 10,l945> 
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?0UR GOVBRNMSliT*^ INDIA POIlCr oAMS 


Maulana Azad, the ^ngress President, said on 

fv^- 

October 18 at Calcutta the/ statement of the Under¬ 
secretary of state for India In tie House of Commcxis 
on Tuesday—that anything like a general aunaesty for 
political prisoners was not cc^siderdd desirable—offers 
further probf that a change of Government In England, 
has had little or no effect on British policy towards 
India." 

Maulana -^ad charac u-erized Mr Arthur ^enderson*s 
replies as “singularly unfortunate and lll-advised 

The Congress President further s4id: "The Labour 
Party has always claimed to be friendly to Indian aspi¬ 
rations andLappealed for Indian confidence, but how 
can Indians retain their confidence in tie Labour 

t 

Party ^d believe in its good faith aid sincerity in the 
face of the attitude revealed In Mr Anders on'^ 


replies? 

In answer to a cfuestion for the release of all 
political prisoners and detenus, the Under-secretary 
of dtate for India repeated the old and familiar plea 
of gradual release and further stated that only persons 
suspected of complicity in terroristic activity have still 
been detained. This reply is both incorredt and Incomplete 
iitill in detention are many who have never been suspected 


of terroristic activity during tie distrubance of 1942* or 1 
indeed at my time. To menticn only one case, I would 


like to refer to Maulvl AShraf-uddin Ahmad Choudhury, a les 
Muslim Congressman of Bengal, and his is by no means 


a solitary instance 




PMTSNABLg saXCOtfij. 

''Tha excuse that general aonesty of political 
prli3 oners is not deslrahle because of the iaposs Ibllity 
of distlngushing between political and other offences will 
not bear a moment's scrutiny. The authorities in India 
know, as.well as the public, which are cases of crime • 
and which of cieriance of Ixw on political grounds. They 
alsQ know, aS perhaps mr Henderson does not, that the sen¬ 
tences in the case ofxinkXtKtadt political defiance have 
often been savage and vindictive^ How else is one to explain 
the sentence ^ 10 years* rigorous imprisonment on **r 
Ja^rat fiarayan LaJL, a former miaister of the Bihar 
Government? 

The s- If-complacency abomt the reducti'ii in'ftie number 
of detenus and political prisoners and de as-urance about 
further progressive release are true toihe style of *r 
Churchill's Government and it is doubtful if even Mr 
Amery could have improved upon Mr Henderson's dictum 
that a general amnesty is not desirable ”• 


(The Hindustan Times, October 19,1945.) 




silo 

hy^.J^x AZAD 6UPPQ£a!t> ARAB ClAllfc 

Oa the quest!'.n of Palestine, public oplnicMi in 
India ea3 fully with the (raba, said Maulana Abnl Kalam 
Azad, president of the Indian National Congress, inter¬ 
viewed by the A.P.l, this aorning[^Crc>£Aoi^*^ 

The tiongress President recalled that the Congress 
had passed from time to time during the past few years 
Several resolutions on Palestine In which it had clearly 
enunciated its attitude « The Congress would certainly 
consider, if some occasicn arose in this «respect , what 
more they had to do. 

Asked if the Congress contemplated fixing an Azad” 

t 

hind Day** to demand the releai^e of officers and men of'Sie 
Indian National Army, the Maulana Azad said that he vnaa 
thinkCug over this and the whole problem of the ^ad 
hind Army ^ad also been engaging his attentlcn. 

The time and place for the next sitting ofthe 

I 

Congress Working Committee had not yet been fixed, ^ said 
Maulana Azad. 

T he President has not yet regained his health and this 
morning he is running slight temperature, hopes 
to go to a quieter place for sc»e days as soon as he has 
flndAhed the important wcrk in hand in BeBgal. However, 
he has not yet decided where he will go f<r such rest. 

The Maulana*s treatment uder Dr B»C. Roy is continuing. 

Owing to the •«eak state of his health^the Congress 
President said that the he would not be able to attend 
the meeting of the Congress Central Parliamentary Board 
to be held at Poona in October to consider nominations for 
the Central -Assembly elections, ^ would however, leceive 
the full report ofkie meeting so that it might be consi¬ 
dered before a final deals ion was taken, 

(The Hindustan TiJws. October, 19,1946*) 



atiAJD gAHA ara oqqrja 


1 X 1 flolclgo OJtXd0cr «enlJ^8eX£? lo n ld^adop adi oO 

0ibX£S XfftfA arteXosM bXaa |eda*xB sdt dSlw >^XXa1: Bbw aXbal 

•*xBi^ni; fSasT^floO XaaoX^aH aslbal sdj^ to J^aoblseiq fbssA 
0 

.snltnoffl aiilt .I.?.A adj^ bswelT 

a 

aaaisfloD ad<t laili baXladan aBa<xs(xolj^ adT 

»i8aK W9t iasq adi soXiirb affXi oi anX^ noil basasq bad 
\;X*xseXo bad iX doXdir nX ani^eaXa*! no aaoXd^aXoaa*x Xiinavaa 
'^XnXa^'xeo bXt^oa asei^noO axlT . ebuJ^XJ^J-a eiX beJMZ^aaaB 
Xada , Xoaqaav aXdX al esota icXasooo anoa IX /xabXanoo 

•ob oi bad /^adX a*xoa 

"besA xxs ^nXxXl beiaXqaeXaoo csae’xsooO add^ IX baiaA 

I 

adMo a»m baa ercaoXl'to to e^seXai adX bnamob oi "^ad b/xXH 
qbv? ad Sadi bXa& basA afisXaaM adX «^inA XanoXiaH neXbal 
basA adX to naXdoiq aXodw adt baa aXdt 1970 gn inXdX 
.nnXi^naXXa zld saXgagae aaad o£Xa bads y*iA boX^ 
adDo gaXi.tXe Xxan odS lol eosXq boa anXJ^ edT 
bXae a (bazXt aaad Xay; Xon bad aaXiXoiooO gatdioW aiaignoD 

« '\bsA bobIubU \ 

RXdX boa dXXaad did benXagei Ta^ ^oa dad J‘aabXBei*I adT 

aaqod a“ ««^ala*xaqBaX irigXXa gninaui eX ad gaXaioo 
dad ad da aood. de d^ab aaod lol aoaXq lelaXop a ol og 

1 

(layaa^H .XaggaS oX boed oX dvw XoaJ’ioqaX adS badlboXl 
.J-dai doa® rplt og iXXw ad aiedr babXoab Ion ded aii 
,'gataatSttob dX \oH .D«S 'xQ ’xabu ^aacJ’aeiX dtaoeXxiait adT 

- s 

edsigaoO axSX dXXaad eXd lo aXaXa isa«< adX oX goXwO 

baaXXa oXaXda ad Xon blamed axtf Xadx bXae .xaa^Xdsi^ 

« 

b^oS XaxXaaO deaxgacO edx lo gaXXaaiR adx 

xol dtJoxXa(|iffloiT nebXdnoo oX ‘jedoxoCX, aX aaoo% Xa bXad i^d, oX 
eyleovr' ftOrewod blaow 9 ^ .anoXXoaXs xidaTsasA XaiXa^: adX 
-Xenoo ad Xdgim XX Xadt oa gnXXea« exblo XieqaTr XXal adX 

.nadax dsir ooXaXaeb XanXl a a*io4ad baltab 

, ' I 

f-Rbei.ei ,i''doxoO ^dafflXT aeXdabnX^ axfT) 
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Maulana Abul Kalaa Azad^ tha Congress Presldenti 

who yesterday protested against the British Government’s 

decision not to declare a general political amnesty 
IlCL cU- 

in India, today^conne'jted the issue with the forthcoming 
elections and asked'*How can there be free and fair elections 
when meetings cannot be held without the aanction of the 
police and candidates and supporters continue to be 
conflhed In Jails? 

Maulana Azad said: ^^he firitish Premier has more 
than once s^id that electiois in India would be free 
and fair,.*^.HencerSon, the Under-secretary of otate 
for India, has also recently stated in the House of Commons 
that there would be no restricticms oti the right of free 
speech* ix. The staAement is untenable in the content of 
the present Indian situation where bans exist on public 
meetings, even in cities like Calcutta and Dacca or districts 
like Mldnapore. 

Besides, large numbers of political prisoners axd 
detenus are s till in jail. Amcmg them are many who 
have been, are or may be members of the legislatures. To 
keep diem under restraint is to restri<^ our cnoice in the 

A. 

Selection of candidates, and also to deprive us of some 
0 

of ^ur finest workers during the electicn campaign. 

aOLPlSRS lIi>^NCHli>SD. 


The case of the Indian fighting forces p-resents 
another glaring example of restriction an free election. 

Lord Wavell in paying tribute to their splendid contribu¬ 
tion to the wlctory of the United Nations, declared 
that their opin.ons and views mist be given due and proper 
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24 ^ 

velglit at the tl&e of the framing of lndla*s future 
cons titutlon,^ 

'^^^lana Azad also declared that it had oeen 
annourc ed that every facility would be given to ihe 
soldiers to exercise their vote at the time of the next 

general election. It now appeared that the military 

f 

authorities were either undole £0r or unwilling to 
fulfil those promises and the reward of the^gallantry of 
India's fighting forces was their firtual disjiranchlsement 
in an election uhlch is bound to Influence the future 
of India, 

The Congress President said he had received complain 
ts from Bombay Lahore and elsewhere that service personnel 
entitled to vote were not allowed to exercise their 
franchise in an unfettfered manneij AS far the personnel 
statdcmed outsiae^ indla^ Mr -^nd^rscai had informed 
the Hose of Commons that practical difficulties are such 
that it is not possible to overcome them in-ftie time 
availMe •" 

BARRIEHS GO 

**A11 difficulties were overcome for the Hritish 
gener^ elections« Maulana Azad said/'though the war 
hdd not yet ended at that time. Even personnel in-toe for¬ 
ests of Burma were enaoled and encouraged to vote* i would^ 
therefore,urge the authorities to medce necessary 
arrangments for enabling the Indian fighting forces 
to exercise their vo^es fully and freely as was done in 
the case of their British Comrades. 

The authorities must also allow them the opportunity 
to fcnow the programme and policy of the different 

political parties so that they oan exercise their franch¬ 
ise with discrimination and knowledge,The barriers which 
now insulate them from Indian public life uaist go «How 

otherwise can we call the elections free and fair in faea 
of the virtual disenfranchisement of large numbers of civil 
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OF INDIAN TROOPfc> IH FAR MifoT ^-TOP 


"Thintsin Xndcm^sia and Indo-Chlna have now come tD ^ 
point ihen the Indian National Congress will have to 
seriously consider ehat stepi* it should adopt to prevent 
the use of Indian men and materials against Asiatic peoples . 

fighting for their freecom/^aid kaulana Asad, the Congr>.ss 

dw Xo lS^y c\Jr • 

President in a statement ye^^JM^day. 

He added that Indians, who were fighting for their oen 

freedom and democracy, could not but sympathize end f all in 

line with the struggle of Indonesian an < Annamite natim- 


alisth * 

Manlana Azad added*''conflicting reports have t*led 

to ‘»'**** create cotifus ion re rard ing the s ituaticn in 

Indonesia and Indo-Culna‘, but one thing stands out clearly 

in the midst of all of them. That is the wxtaMM^ 

I 

unjtllnchlng resolve of the peoples of Java and Indo-China 
to secure for themselves the freedom and democracy which 
western states-men nave declared to be die chAef objectives 
of the last global war. 

•*rhe chracter of tnis true people’s war has been ins tine 
tively recognized both by the workers and the exploiLed cla¬ 
sses of the \ orld and their imperialist masters aid exploiters 
We therefore, find on the one hand the oock and the port 
workers of China and Australia refusing to load munitions anc 
other war materials for use against these iSast Asiatic 
nationalists, and on die other hand, the British French 
and Dutch imperialists joining forces fer restoring 
the ^TAlUti I^UO ANTS ^LlUM . C 




'63 




A,TTTi^a n. liTRAn.r: Ta 1A»>0» 

*riie Brlt^lshWar Kinister wa? widely reported to have 
»*«»*»# stated that the British had no ooiigathooi to fight 
against nationalis js to restore the old colonial eegime. But 
Britains Is »>ociallst Premier has hastened to reassure Conser- 
vative Membe s of Parliament that no such statement vas^ 
ever made by the War s^ecretary, and now he clearly affirms th* 
that the British are under a straag moral ooligation to 
their Dutch aiiies to help them assuming full control 
of Java. 

i^rhe events in Java and indo»China have caused no 
surprise to Indian natj.onalj.st^^ out the use of Indian troop‘d 
to suppress the aspirations of nationaLlistathtre has 
caused deep resentment. ^The dock workers of China and 
Australia have set an example which Indian port workers 
and Seamen afloft can well emulate. I would appeal to the 
British Lat'our Party to realize that the British support 
for French or Dutch imperialists wii:^mpty the reservoir 
of goodwill which they sftiad built up among the oppressed 
peoples of the world by their past pledges ®d promises. 


(The Hindus can Times, October 21, 1945) 




i»r 



"I am surprised at the attitude of silence oiaintaine!^ 

by the Governnent of India with regard to stories of 

atrocities and inhuman treatment meted out to prisoners 

in tie Delhi and Lahore Port Jails,** said Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad, the Congress President, in an interview 
^ ^ ^ I ^ h jr • 

The Congress president added, **It was stated thftt 

by the iaecretary of htate for India some time ago in 

Parliament, in reply to a questicn that prisoners 

of the August movement were not subjected to third 

degree methods. Now that definite allegations 

of torture and Inhuman treatment to prisoners lodged 

in the Delhi and Lahore Forts have appeared in the Press, 

it is the clear duty of the Government to itate their 

position and institute proper inquiries ,** 

Maulana added that statements issued 

by the nephews of Mr aubhas Chandra Bose, Dr Rishi 

of Lahore Maulana Monir-uz-Zaman Islamba-^i, Pandit 

) 

^heelbhadra Yajee, Mr Hiwalal Lohia snd others 

must be taken as correct in the absence of any categori* 

cal denial by the authorities. 


(The Hindustan Times, October 31, 1945). 
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A2AP StOPPORTi* BORMA LBADaBfeits SUG(^T10N 

The Congress President, Kaulana Azad, eelcoaed t-he- 
the suggestion of U Aung Ji^n for holding a '^outh Asiatic 
^untries Conference in an interviee on Noveaber 1* 

D Aung Ckan's sug.;estlon, Maulana A 2 ad said, had been 
made at a right and opportuae moaent, Indians realized 
that freedom's battle eas one and indivisible sad many , 
hereertl had been thinking of uniting tie forces of all .the 
exoloited peoples of Asia ifid the Bast for achieving 
their conmon goal. 

The Congress President would like to extend the propo- 
sal to coverjather Eastern co ntries under foreign domination 

,et (aaJ^ 

geographicallythe cen+re of such exploited lands, but Af a 
/V 

way she formed the key^^otte liberation of all colonial and 

^ 0*\XoX . Oxi'l.'v. ^ 

4 emi.eAl 9 mal peoples, aind would beea to be natural venue 
/ A A. >v 

for such a ccnferenfe. 


(The Hindustan Tines, November 3, 1945). 

f/Vv K i 



HoiTag)oua liijBscuai AUgpg amoqqu^ oasa 


eiiit bMOoIev ^fitssA jbosIubX «se79i»0 tuST i 

dSuoSf* B ^atblod ttol ^msA V lo flolie^s^ue 9dS 
•I i«tffli 0 Toll flo «eJ:T*xd.tai aa at eofld^elnoO ael^^mroo 
0994 bsxl ftfsA jBasIi/AM 9*aa& afloA IJ 

f)9slJLB8i fioatbaL Jnemom uostioqqo bxxs Jitgli jb ta efusio 
Xosfl biB eIcfl&Jt?IbaJL baa eoo asw altsad a'ao&eail tasit 
9 dt, £la to 8edn;ol eit sntiliXij lo anlJiatd.t aaed bad bm e*c»xi 
aolvalifoB iDl tieS 9dt bxfe ateA lo cseXqoeq bsJ^loXgxe 

•iBoa 11000100 xtoiiJ 

•ogoiq adt baatxa oi eilJ;! blijow J^aebleei? atercanoO. adT 
aotSantmob naie^^t rcsbnr/ aelnJ^n -oo irxsJ^asa ‘isriJ’O'xsTOo oj* Xsa 
JB tt Sad ,ein8l beiiolqxe rfowa lo ai.^nso ©ri J'xXXeolrfqjBi^oqs 
too IbIooIoo XXb lo ooiJ’B'xedll s&o^y83l edi bsorrol exla xaa 
aaaer lazoSan od oS aaed bluow bfib ^eelaoeq Xso-Iao-Xodb 

.©■^.neielnjo b dous ^oJ 


• (5MI f£ lecfoeiroii ,eeoXT nsJeubxilH «xiT) 
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■iniiiinTATie maigiiSR of phISOIIBbS_ 

PRGED BY gaHOHSaS PHBSIDB HT 

My eorrespo^denee with His Sxeelleney the Viceroy 
on the question of the release of political prisoners 
is still cc»iti(|uing« "/Said Maulai a Kalan Azad, 

Congress President^ in replv to a question, 

"It is a matter of deep regret, ** stated the Congress 
President, " that Government is not able to come to 
a decision as to the sftiolesale release of political 
prisoners. Releases are being made in batches and 
by stages. Gtmstant representation has to be made 
and specific issues have to be raised. 

M “A large number of prisoners is still in Jails 
aid their release is overdue. I felt they would 
immediately be released. Still I hope they will 
not be kept any more behind the prison mer." 


(The Hindustan Times , Nov. 3, 1945) 
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POLI 


Maulana Abul Kalaa Azad^ *the Congress President^ 

. ^ Crw h^tfvr. 3.1k cJ^ A-lLaJUAJUxA- 

in an interview judjdaolxuttdnrt^xtft to the 

Aarlta Bazar Patrika , regarding the Calcutta firing 

Is reported to have expressed that he could not, 

in the absence of full and detailed report of 

the happenings, give his considered judgment on 

the incident* But, he said, his first reaction eas 

one of indignation and abhorrence at the aetlcoi of 

the police in firing cm an unarmed crowd* They 

were only expressing their sympthy and concern for the 

member of the and there could have been na»t 

series risk if they had been allowed to proceed St 

to Dalhouad. e Square* 


CITI2ENS* RIGHT 

After all taking out a procession and shouting 
slogans were the inherent right s of citizens 
and in India there was no o'^ther method of recording 
our protest against our disapproval of Covernment 
action and policy* 

The incident at Calcutta, he said, was not 
isolated but a continuation of tie attack on 
peaceful processionists at Lucknow aid Lahore* 

It was shameful that; even girl student)had not been 
spared in such attacks and reprisals by the police. 

The Ocmgress President Continued it was all to 
the good that Indian students had developed 
courage and endurance but without disc ip line and order 
these qualities were bound to go waste* There must d.so 
be regard for the advice of responsible leadership. 

While he admired the courage of the demonstrators 
in standing their ground even after there was firing 
he could not help feeling that this courage would have 





iio 


been of greater service to the naticnal cause 
if it was subject to control and discipline 
by recognized leadership. 

MEED OF DISCIPLIHE 

It was reported, said tbs Congress President, 

that Mr. Kiran Shanker Roy appealed to the 

/et 

demonstrators before ^ firing took place and 

biter ifr. ^arat Chsndra Bose and other respcaislble 

persons appealed to then to disperse* The 

Congress President is reported to have felt 

that the demonstrators would have served India better if 

if they had listened to their wwn leaders. The 

«> 

strength of an army w^ in its discipline and India 
today needed a disciplined army of workers* 

Concluding, the Medana Saheb appears to ggtd 
expressed his deep sympathy and concern for persons hepe 
killed or injured and stated that he 
hoped that Covernment would even at this stage 
realize that tmdgturiilctmB imaginative statesmanldp 
alone could solve the grave problems which 
to*day face India* 


(The Hindustan Times, Mov* 24, 1945) 




SSLF»DSiaRMl«ATlCa? 
maplana a:^ GLAfaFigb is^ us. 


"It Is wrmg to suggest tht Pandit Jawaharlal 

l*ehru and ^ardar Vailabliai Patel have evei/said 

a- ' 

tht those who stood for the principle of self-determins- 

tion have no place In the Congress" says Maulana Azaf^ „ 

in a fetter to Mr Abdul Rauf, President of-ttie local 

Nationalist Muslim students *s Fe'^eration, 

"What i>ardar Patel said at Bombay at the recent 

meeting of the All-India Congress committee was only 

a retort to Mian Iftikharudd^ that the latter had no 

place in the Cingress, when Mian Iftikharucdin suggested 

lOO- 

-fek-te the/ Muslim League had become in Mussalmans what 
A 

Congress was to the Hindu. The retort was idm 
C 

however, Inopportune." 

* 6 ^ 

Maulana Azad adds tht he had exnlained at he end of 

A. 

the debate that Congress attitude tov>ards the nrinciple 

of Self-determination w^not affected by a settlement 

or otherwise frith the league. 

Replying to another question, Maulana Azad said tha 

i-K. 

the rejection of Mian Iftjiharddin*s res olutxOi which 
called for accentance of the Muslim League demands, waS 
not consistent id.th his own stand rep:?^rd .ng the question 
of self-determination, as enunciated in his statement 
issued at i»rinagar. 

Concluding the Congress President said that it was 
untrue to sug est that the Congress had adopted any 
Hindu MahaSah as its candidate during he recent 
elections tv. the Central Assembly. 


CTHS H^HDUSjTANJ TiMB&, 2, Dec. 1946) 
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COrtGRE^o TO DSCIDii; iTo COUBsja OF WORK 
m-BR M«acTi<:^V ' ' 

•The present policy of ^e Congress is to lnain^aln 
peaceful, w disturbed conditions in the counLry 
and to fight the elections in accorf^ance «Lth the Congress 
manifesto,'* declared Maulana Azad , Congress President 
pid^ressing a mass meeting at Gandhi Asnram, Mirzapur, 
on December, 2 . The next step.'he indjoated 

''will be ^afcen after the elections vsere over and as and 
when the conditxons demanded them." 

He Said that the strenth which the Congress 

A 

hd gathered during-ftie years in the struggle forts 
freedom of the ooun^ry, partiguiarly the strength 
during the laSt three years was the national wealth 
.jjid it was not to be* frittered away under false pass lens. 
We have to conserve this strenth for tie future," he 
sdded, 

BOLlUB PiRlMGo C'.'iNDEflcHBD 

He condemned t he action cf-0® police in opening 
fire on students' processions at Calcutta, Bombay 
-ind other places, and said the students 
ere justifed in taking out processions as a protest 
against the trial of the I.N.A, officers aad men. 

These incidents, he added, had caused consider¬ 
able concern and were agitating their minds. They 
showed jL that the British Laliour^ Party nad missed 
the opportunity they had, and had proved that the Laboir? 
Government was no better than the previous Government 
as far as India was concerned. 

He asserted that Indians had no faith in "he 
promis s made by the British Government and that to win 
the freedom of their country they relied on their own 
xsxxmcindck strength and their own power. 
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»OHID aiTtfATiCS ZdiaZAL 


£alier/in Ms speech he dlescribed the situaticn 

A- 

all ov^r the world :i£ very* tkktkMMk critical and said the 

that even lifter five years cf mr oeace was not in sight« 

and many couriTrie^ still strurfling for their 

freedom. The people of Java and I’ldo-Cihina and other 

» 

coxnaries ^ar^till fl^rttine for their liberation and fa< 

I I 

faoingpullets for the very rl?bt of democracy for v 

which xiM w was f cught* The Trench who were the b(S t 

^ ' 

violent, critics of the ?rci7is for their antl-denocrtie 

/ ^ 
erlncioles, ^*eis now deriylnr the same "emocratlc right 

I'the pe'ole in Indo-China, 


In India to^, the sitiiatlnwas the same, 

‘there Wit^s nothing to enthuse them. The Labour 

P-rty had done ant>*in5 to laplemnija^ tha promises 

hich their leaders had mede before coming 

into po^er. There was no diffterenOe between the 

’/ 

Labour uad Conservatigie partes on the Indian 

t 

ouefttlon, and a se^ch for an ladication of 
goodwill to wadds India had proved 
fruitless. 


(The Hindustan Times, Dec, 3 , 
1946) 


I 
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CQiicaisas by or hos^yiolshcs^ 

iamtKstKlct m, laasd lately after the oonolusion of 
the aeaaion of the Congreaa Working Coonitteei the 
Cootgresj^resident, Xaulana Aza3 expleiined at a press 
eonferene^the Trious resiutions pas-ed hy the Working. 
CoDBdttee during the session. 

The Congress President, said that the resolutxcn 

on non-violence ««9 the nost iBr^ortant. I enphasize tt. 

resolution is the Beat important, because ever since 

the August 194^ struggle people have begun to believe 

that the Congress creed of non-violence no longer 

binds the country in general and Ingres & men in 

particular. Tnere has been a growing feeling among the 

ce. pie that it is not necessary to adhere stricity 

to the principle of non-vlolencein our struggle for 

political freedom* This is absolutely wrong. It is 

n 

for the purpose of removing thAs confus^taon aad mis- 
eoneept lon in public mind that the Working ^^pmmittee 
has th^haght It necessary t|frs-affirm the Congress 
creed of next-violence emoe a^ain. Wo have icita^ated ou; 
faith in non-violence as the only means to achieve 
our political obJedtW wit^r all the strength possible. 


'*The resolutif. r on'die Indian national Army Is » 

natural corollary to pr feafflrmation of non-violence 

/ 

» _ 

Our support and sympathy to^ie members of the 1.11 .A. 

is Aot to be construed to mean that the Ccwigress 
ha^ in any way deviated f rom Its policy of attaining 
Puma hwar^ by all & peaceful, legitimate and non- 
violent means• 

Continue on*.••• 

X 






CALCOTTA FIRIHG CPNBMSD 

I , 

4: . 

Bxplaining tiie resolution on the Calcutta firing^ 
the Ctongress President said that vAiils he was at 
Vindhychal he believed from Press reports, th-^t the 
student deasonstratora, had disobeyed their leaders^ 
recjuest to disperse and, therefore, he thought they 
were wrong in doing so. On his return to Calcutta,, 
j^owever, he made detailed inquiries about tbe nanoen 
ings and he was convinced Phat the attitude of the® 
students on the first day of the trouble was qui:e 
roasonaSble and not co-dendtable. If the students 
had been properly tackied by responsible leaders on 
the spot in time, all evxdece vent to show they 
would have obeyed them but Jt appeasred t...g,!' leaders 

did not reach che soot in time, I have no doubt the 
a '-it -de of the students was quite correct aiid they 
would have listened to the advice of their leadat s. 

ao-^'-n o-P noi i ce can’-nt be Justified in any 
cir cum c'f'areas, ” 

"A^ ’'’■1 I rr-’s-'- so}' t voo ' 'e s'llt 

of the excitment caused by he first dav»p firing, 
Mob-vi'^lo ce had be condera'^.ed, but It could have 
been avoid«^d if the ?o2 ice had behaved dif-'erectly ^ 

Ic I said it was the aftermath of tie excitemeit caused 
by the firing on toe first day. Burning of military 
lorries and stoning of police are cooder,Tiia!ble, h-j.t 
all these would have been avoided if the police had 
acted wibh greater vdsdom and tolerance,'* 

MADHAa (DNGRasS AFFAIRS 

I 

Answering a question Maulana SSfal Kalam Assad^ said 
that Mr, Asaf All had been deputed by the Working 
Committee with full jEWMCM powers to go to Madras to 
look into the representation made by some Congressmea 
tTcm f affill Had, would try to see that 
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a Madras Provincial CJongress Parliamentary Board was 
formed to represent various shades of opinion within 
the Congress in South India and thus avoid a sol it. 
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••TIj® dispute in Madras is among other things concerjng 
the Provincial Asbemhly elections and^e ill 
as to whether Mr Rajagopalachari should be included 
or not in flie Provincial Parliamentary Board. 

•The Congress President, officially announced 
that tie next plenary ^session of tie Indian ^'^ational 
Congress wpi^ld be held at Delhi in the first week 

•» 

of April. He said that detailed announcement about 

. 

the prograoffle for enrolment of primary Congress 

members,election§ to district and provincial Congress 

committees^nomination of new piesident of the Congress^ 

election of the j^resident and tie dates for the meeting 

of the iH^oricing Committee, the All-India Ccxigress 

Committee a:d the plenary session, would be made by (iiT 

general seiSretary from Allahabad, 

* 

Maulana Azad further explained that normally it 

C 

was the Punjab*4 to have the Congress session but owing 

I 

to abnormal condltions/and because of certain practical 
difficulties, xhe Working Committee had decided on 
Delhi, 

Asked if tie Congress ses. ion at Delhi would be on 
the usual spectacular scale or be a purely business 
like deliberative body disposing of important business 
he Said, that he and some members of the Working 
committee had pleaded for a business-like session, 
droppii^ all demonotrative aspects attached to the 

C 

J/sual ^ongress session, but the majority of members 
felt that It would not be tight to do so. 


Continue on 





78 - 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, wished lo explain 
to provincial Congress Cominittees which h^ made 
representations to him and the Worl^ a.ng CoGwnittee for 
the postponement of the plenary session till after the 
provincial elections, that it was not feasible, and 
therefore, though the time before them was limited for 
enrolment of members the last date being December 

w 

16, for conducting elections to die district and 
provincial Congress Committees and conducting the 
election of the president, they should manage to 
adjust things in s uch a manner as not t o delay things. 
He iherefore, appealed to all concerned t^o ahead 
with the plans for holding the nlenary session and 
acsslst them and the work-ng Committee to§et through 

i 

the time-table of the annual session, 


(The Hindustan Times, December 12, 1945) 
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ON BaNHAL TAlSC^ 


^ 2 ? 


Apropos a report that the Congress leaders 
during the recent talks with the d ev in f rHrt:T Grovernor 
of Bengal and Mahatma Gandhi during the intervien with 
Lord Wavell assured the Government that the Congress 
had no intention to start direct action in the imme¬ 
diate future- Maulana Abul Kalam Agsyj ^ '^he Gongi;es5 
President^ saidlt **‘*'here is nothing in the conversation© 
between the Congress leaders and the Government 
which could be called a settlement or compromise.’• 

The Congress President appealed to the public not to 
carried away by such press speculations. The 
publicBhould, therefore, draw no conclusion except 
on the basis of authoritative statements on behalf 

of the Congress, ^_^ 

Gharacteirizing the report as mischievous, Dr, 

P.C, Gf.osh, \e!r.ber of the Congress Work.ng Committee 
said: ”I cons3Liter that suggestions of any kind of 
undertaking on tiv^ part of the Congress having been gi-< 
is mischievous. The Congress has been pressing for 

the release of political prisoners as it considers it 

\ 

just and proper to relXaSe them.** 

\ 

Repudiating the sugeektion that the Congress Workin: 

\ 

Committee reaffirmed the exceed of non-Voilence so 

as to please Government, Dr,\ Ghosh said that 

\ 

they passed hhis resolution in the interests of the 

\ 

Congress organization. It had pothing to do with 

\ 

the recent talks of the Congress N^eaders with the 

\ 

Governor of Bengal, The Congress Organization could 
ob<^y be strengthened through non-voilence and they 
re-affirmed this creed. 


(The Hindustan Times, December 18, 1945) 




mQ2- 



JiZAD WARSi» RAILWAY ^ 

fifit 3 w<Lo«v 



Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President , in a 
C ■'-^C-vctjLc 

Statement , says that there is a widespread taik of 
Railwa^trike on an all India scale .fc Such a strike 
would be very serious matter and affect not only 
Railway Board and the railway employees but also 
the public at large. In fact the social^economic aii 
political life of the country will be brought to a 
standstill by such a strike. It is^ therefore, the 
duty of all concerned to explore every possible 
method of negotiation, 

•^he All-India Railwayman Federation placed 
before the Railway Board and the Government of India 
three demands-suspension of their retrenchment proposals^ 
grant of living ^ wages to all the employees in 
inferior and subordinate ?rau3es and payment of adeouate 
compensatory dearness allowance till the fixation 
of such scales. The Federation declared its readiness to 

or a court of inauij^y hf the 
Board considered its demands excessive or unjustified. 

But the Board is neither nrepare^ to axxx|it accept 
the demand of the Federation nor to refer them to 

w 

a court, I hope the Board will modify its attitude 
before it is too late and agree to settle the question at 
issue by the method of conjciliation and negotiation,*' 


face an adjudicatpjp 


(TEK HBDB&TAN TIBS? IffiGBMBBR 31, 1945) 
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jgTACK OM GBUHIH CCKDBfflaP^ _ 

MaJHlAmiffl. GfiVT. _R5SP0N®iILil2i. 




In a statement on he Calcutta disturbances, Mau- 
lana aibul the Congress President, on 

Feb. 19, 194b, fcays hat the Goveria'^ent must bear 

A. 

a large ^are of responsibility for vfoatever has 
happened. At the same time student's and young men 
must act vdth a greater sense of responsibility 4f 

., ^ 0*A4«. 

they are to the cause of Indian Freedom. 

Perhaps the worst incident of all in the disturb¬ 
ances was the attack on the Methodist Ghurdi in Eha 
ra;'itala Street , 


The following is tlie tex- of the Congress Presj*. 
ident» s st aternent: - 

“I ha^ e refrained from any comin^nt on the regre- 

t:able incidents of the last few days while passions 

Iv 

ran high and my vrords might be tom vat of their coj?l- 

teitp to contribute to the excitement. Now, however 
the ci y is returning to normaljf^, and I feel it is 

X 

my duty to place my views clarly before :h public. 
:he first thing I want .o state is that the Gover¬ 
nment must bear a large share of responsibility for 
whatever has hap ened. 

The at -;mpt to reserve some parts of ^he city as 
a special and sacrosant area of the bureaucracy is 
Indefentible, and the c-itizens of Calcutta «re not 
prepared to tolerate it any more. 




(133) 


If the processionists had been allowed to go «ii 
rough Dalhosie S^are, ncTthing would have happened 

/V — ^ 

beyond the shouting of a few slogans* The |»locking 
of the procession on the ot;Aer hand led to 

I ■ 

the j|oss of 47 l;-ves, in;jury to many hundreds, 
destruction and damage of property and creation of 
uncontrolled bii^terness and hatred. The futility 
of Government policy ^as proved once in Iiifovember last 

^en ch^ police a'^e.jpted -o blodc a procession from 

cx 

going to Dalhosie Square, and it has proved tragica 
lly once again n tae incidents of the last few days. 


I left for ahillong on tne 7th Feb, 194-.^ I am told 
that the ComuR-Tnists were trying to stage a demons¬ 
tration over the release of Captain A, Ea:^id of the 
I,^;A, from the 9th and a section of Muslim studento 
\iho owe allegiance to the Muslira League Joined fore 
es with them. Helped bij^the Qonununist Party, they 
took out a demons'^ratlon on Monday in sup.^ort of the 

demeuid for tne release of Captain A. Rashid, Obstru— 

fl- i 

ct on to this procession nera Dalhouse Scluaie led 

/V' A ‘ 

to the tragic fltimiTnp;3<‘yiS3ffiCTPC3^ developments. 


IKT ^VISiFUOK OF lilLIT.^Y 


n- my re+'ur" from Shillong o*^ ' uesday, I fou’^d 
that the situation had already assumed eei^ions 
•"'c-oortio'r's, but from repor s from resr.onsiule lead 
ers I was led to beleive tha ■ things were beginning 
to setcle down and wo 3 d De -’haU'* have quietened down 
by Wednesday night, ^but for uhe intervention of the 
military. T>'is addled provocation led tr. further 
excitment and saw some of the 

\j!ldest a*'d most regrettable eahibitions of mob furv* 




f 






I am eo*'''''i*'ced that if the had co’~tac<-' 

^ad respo^sihla leaders nf *" ^ piblic opinion 
and acted in <»^*cert -^dth them, the situation co'^ld 
have b 0 e»^ brought under control. 


iPUB^NTS RISSPONSiaXLITY 


I have at the same time to point out that the 
stuaents and young raen must act 'vith a greater 
sense of responsioiliVy if they are :o ser'/e the 
cause of Indian freedom. Our stiraggle for in¬ 
dependence hastcociUied a state When sporadic and is 
olated action of individuals aixd grouas serve as 
a hinderance 'ratier than hel”. 


Those v^o are soldiers of fre^edom must obey their 
leaders, for an army in -Wiich everyone iso^’es comm¬ 
a's ceases to be an army and becomes a ratr^le. 

Those Kuslim students vho owe alleciance to the 
League should oave tahen directions xrora the Provin 
cial League Oormri t 'e ga'id its responsible leaders 
instead of coni'renting them with an accom-lx shed f a t4-. 
ct. I am sure that if they had ap-reached the Leay*-c^ 
.hie leqdersliip, they would have welt^hea the ^ros and 
cons of each aec...sion, and if they lad decided to call 
a hartal, they wrold have taken steps to see that the 
League behaved coucrolled and disciplined manner* 


I understand that ohe President of the B.P.O, c? 

A- 

was approached for calling ^ general strike of the 

v^ole cit/, but in view of he conditions prevailing 

CL 

and the great h^rdsiiips ofiids the public, he refused 
to Call for such'hartal. • 
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He also had ix>. nalmd the situation that would arise 
as a result of sutih ’hartal*, which would bring on 
the streets nwher of men without any occupation 
during a troubled and crLtical time, Any how the 
’hartal* was held, and this in my opin4>on was a 
grave misT:ake. 


sisgjjiL -c ^hahtal' 

Sorfls of Che things that the Presideno of the B.P 

C, C* had foreseen ca-'-e to pass. 11th saw attac:k 

JU 

on military vehicjles), on private c^rs, ric’cs-iws, on 
individual iSuroneahs and Aaiglo-Indians and on a 
convoy of American home,bound troo s on the Barra- 
ckpore Road^ Anese are incidents which-every sensible 
and responsible rublic vaan regrets and condemns, but 
perhaps the worst inci ent of all was the atbacik on 
the Kethodlst dirdi in Dhan^talla Street, I do not 
know who were respons ble for this a tack, but it 
must be clear to all who have the welfare of India 
at heart that v/e cannot tolerate ©n a tac on the sa 
places of worshi'^ of suiy com unity, nowever small. 


DAl-iAGVJ rC 3;: glBld-I _ 

I haV5 had continuous feve-.-’ since :.y return from 
Shillong, but even chen I could not refrain from 

golnf to the Mechodlst diurdi on Pebinary lo and 

/«> 

seeing for myself ^ rava? es of the miscreants. Rev. 
Atkinson, the Minister, was "ind enough co show me 
round and I recruasted liin that he should place before 
the next meeting of the Church Cbmmi ,tee my proposal 
chat th"' damage must be ^ade good th-i coi^tribu 
tions raised by he citizens of Calcutta. This wouAoC 
Jed in ay opinion, serve as a proof that in the 
Ihdla aotx of lihe future, the places of worship of 
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gTOgyx ae qiag at g yfeqpciBtgg^fcdbdnmiariqpcccjgx 

*r 

every com unity would be sacred to members of 
every other com imity. I am directing Lhe local 
Oongresr: OommilJtees to raise the necessary funds, 
and to come in bouch with the Methodist Church 
Societ y. 


(A PAPRIKA, Feb. 19, 1967) 



